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FROMOURPRESIDENT

As the leaves are turning color and days are cool
Richland County Master Gardeners are very busy wor
Ay GKS [/ KAf RNEB yw Benches, BERENgG
assisting our new director, Tim Nafzigeand working
SOSNE 6SSTRIed 6A0GK {I yYRK
direction of the tireless Amelia Cotty).

The Community Education Committee has been educa
various groups at libraries, eetings and conference
about composting, vegetables, conserving wat
GNBSaxlkFyR Fff¢ 0KS 20KS]I
horticulture.

Mimi Sansbury has lined up educational miangs for our
monthly meetingswe have a librarian, Howard van Dij
to organize our extensivedidings at the Extension Office
and our Plant Sale Committee is already preparing for
big event.

| am honored to be a part of this active and dedicat
group. Whenever | have stumbled at a meeting
muddled the protocol, mydilow MGs have graciousl
picked me up and pointed me in the right direction, an
am ever grateful. If asked what my vision is for this yej
would reply: to continue the work of Amelia, of Ryan,
[ 2dzA 4SS 2F AGNBy30GKSyYyAysh
other and our community, to bring back members w
have not been as active in the past, to continueind
what we were trained to dgand have fun!

Toni Goodwin Hubbell
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The RCMGA Editing Team for t
newsletter Gardening in Rich Lan
strives to find material and links t
events and websites of interest t
gardeners in addition to project report
of our Association and summaries

educational programs. For resear(
based information consult Clemsg
University Cooperative Extensid
Sewice.

Clemson University Cooperatiy

Extension Service offers its program
all people regardless of race, colg
gender, religion, national origin
disability, political beliefs, sexud
orientation, marital or family status an(
is an equal opportunity mployer.
Cooperative  Extension  work i
Agriculture and Home EconomiSgate
of South Carolin&lemson University
The United States Department (
Agriculture and South Carolina Counti
Cooperating Public Service
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Photogaphy
A special thanks to everyone who shared
pictures.

FROMOURBDITOR

We are delighted to have Kathy Robinson (class of 2
on our Newsletter team. Kathy has &h.D. in
Philosophy, with a spectsl in environmental
philosophy. She isurrently teaching environmenta
ethics at USCShe has also publishedweral papers on
environmental ethics topicsln addition, Kathy has 3
YIa0SNDa RSANBS Whgt arbagsatito

our already higkcaliber team.

Kathy claims she is heswn best friend and worst
enemy in the gardenShecollects plants thatshe likes
when she sees them, but her design ends up being
polka-dotted palette of assorted plants.She feels she
needsto think in terms of waves, not grains of sand.

Kathyloves to learn about new thingsso the garden i
her most consistent teachealways something tg
appreciate, attend to, and learn from.

Kathy is a southerneshe understandg heat, humidity,
and mosquitoes, and woskin the yard anywayThere
she has help andupervision from her two cats Bento
and IsabelleBenton is a rescued ‘'flame point Siame!
although hs Siameseness is questionable. Our love
cats is another passion we share.

Monika Iskersky
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OVERWINTERING TROPIBWILSCUS
Dr.Katharine Presty

Early November is commonly when temperatures can drop below 40 degrees F in our region, the
danger zone for most tropical plants.

b2 Aa GKS GAYS (2 Ga20SNBAYGSNE @2dzNJ (G MBmsA Of f
throughout the summer.
No longer do you need to think tropical hibiscus as an annual, to be pitched at the end of the season.

They can keep on giving you beautiful blooms next year, and the next, with proper care, if you plan
ahead.

We are in zone 7b, so our temperatures generally get too cold in the winter for tropical hibiscus
(Hibiscus rosainensis) to survive here, either in the ground or containers. On the other hand, hardy
hibiscus, (Hibiscus syriacus), can survive the coldaguoh to die back in the fall.

Here are important steps to consider when overwintering your tropical hibiscus plants:

1. Find a warm sunny placeA southern facing garage, porch or storage shed is best. If
space permits, bringing them indoors at a surlogation is often the preferred
method, especially if few plants are involved. This author and her most appreciated
husband haul her collection in and out of a garage without windows. A protected
patio works for above freezing temperatures, because oetecand brick create a
warmer microclimate. Allowing plants to have some exposure to 40 degree
temperatures will harden plant tissues and reduce the likelihood of damage when
temperatures dive below freezing (Schlueter.) Plants here in the Midlandseitl
greater protection when frost arrives. Always avoid cold north winds, as this will
cause rapid moisture depletion and may kill your plant even when temps are above
freezng (Short.) Mulching with tawil will add more protection from moisture loss
and cold temperatures.

2. Reduce watering Although tropical hibiscus typically like to be watered daily in hot
summer months, it is important to reduce watering since photosynthesis is greatly
reduced when overwintering. Allow the soil surface to becomebdrfpre watering

Autumn 2011 ©RCMG Association 2011 Page3



again (Schlueter.) Reducing moisture will also help to prevent natoand other
fungal diseases.

3. Reduce feeding Foliar feeding once per month is recommended using a general
fertilizer (10:10:10) once per month. But note that bloomingnditions in the
summer require a different proportion of fertilizey a high pot ash, lower nitrogen
and phosphorous combination. Potassium enhances cold tolerance, so consider
giving your plants a higher Potassium concentration before overwinteririgu@er
and Short.) Fertilizers formulated for tomatoes often have a higher K+ concentration,
so check the package.

4. Give a hard jet spray of water once per monthThis will help with pest control.
Hibiscuses in tight quarters are prone to aphids, mites, other pests and diseases, so
monitor plants for infestations.

5. General suggestionsMake sure yoursoil is well drainegpeat and vermiculate
mixture works best.Remove top growth by 50%¢hluete). This will also keep plant
smaller allowing for easier storag&eep p?ts spaced ap&;:t;eﬁqce pests.

N L 5
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warmer temperatures resume. If using plastic as a freeze cover, be aware that the leaves will burn
where it touches the cold plastic. If possible, use a cloth cover first (old sheets work well), then cover
with plastic.

Finally, use good judgment when feedi and watering in the cold months. A plant in low light
conditions with little foliage will need only little food or watering during the induced dormancy
(Schlueter).

Remember the goal of overwintering is to keep the hibiscus plant alive and vital utdidar temps
consistently return to above 40 degrees F. Then you can safely move them outdoors to a shaded area,
graduallyreturning them to full sun to avoid scorch.

With luck, your overwintered hibiscus may even grace you with some winter blooms!

Interested in learning more about tropical hibiscus? Contact the author about attending a local
chapter of the American Hibiscus Society here in Columbia, SC

Sources:
Barry SchlueterThe Petall, Vol. 35:8, October 2011
Buddy Short, American Hibiscus Society, personal communication, 2011
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TRANSITIONS AT THE

TEACHING GARDEN
Arlene Marturano

y {SLIWSYOSNE ¢AY bl FIA3ISNI I dadzYSR (GKS NRBREfS 27F
He plowed into the tasks of planning programs, scheduling them, teaching classes, and recruiting
volunteers.

Whether students are studying
fossils, the life cycle o
butterflies, pumpkin  vines,
earthworms, seeds, the parts Qi
a flower, seasonal changes, 7
owl pellets, they wear the hats#
of young scientists findings®
curiosity in everything.

In a recem activity where children put a pumpkin seed into a smallagk plastic bag with wet cotton
olfftas FANRG 3INIRSNER aLRylGlyS2dzate |jdzSNASRY a2 |
sprout? Will the cotton grow into a plant? Will Igetapudmp Yy K¢ v dzSaidAiz2ya Ff26SR
(and parents) as well as from the teacher.

Although master gardeners are alwa
needed as teaching assistants with Ti
there are many other volunteer§g
' opportunities. If you like to sew, Tim coulg
. use simple fdél handmade puppets of
| butterflies, bees, flowers, and other natura
objects. We have flannel boards but nee
felt life-cycle models for flowers, 1
butterfly, bird, tree, and frog. Please :
recycle butter tubs, yogurt containers and lids, baby food and jaﬁy and
Ranger Ricknagazines our way. We need someone to drill starter holes in our cedar wren nesting
boxes (60) to make it easier for children to finish the jolpofting the boxes together. Join Joyce
Bibby on the first Thursday of each month forintanance workday.

[ 221 F2N) G4Sy ySg LAOYyAO (GlFroftSa Ay GKS 3IIFNRSy:
Career and Technical High School in Richland School District One. Heyward students have made us
wooden wheelbarrows, wren nestingbok ki & > ' Yy R Odzi GKS $22R F2NJ t 22
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An Eagle Scout constructed a new bat house in the Carolina Fence Garden, and children are looking for
evidence of bats inside.

We have been meeting with curriculum coordinators in area school districts to nieke aware of

our educational resource and seek their input for programming. We met with the USC Office of
Student Engagement to discuss how university students and professors may conduct service learning
at the garden.

Stay abreast of the latest programa our websitevww.carolinachildrensgarden.org

l.h!¢ ¢19 b92 /I L[5W9bQ{ D! w59b ¢
Tim Nafziger

Bver since | was very young | have had a fascination with the outdoors. Wheminga®ars old | was
making insect collections. Being homeschooled
gave me the opportunity to pursue my interests. |
had several opportunities that helped me to
develop a love of teaching children about nature.
When | was 13 | started volunteering at Roper
Mountain Science Center. helped feed live animals
during the week and present animals to the public on
their second  Saturday programs. | had a lot of
fun letting people handle tame snakes and other
animals. Beginning in hig school, | worked at Camp
Old Indan, a Boy ScoutH camp near Greenville.
There | taught various natunelated merit badge classes. Later | became the director of the Ecology
department. Since | worked there | have gone up on several occasions to help train the new staff to
better teach tre classes and to help them find supplies.

| majored in Biological Sciences at Clemson University. This was a great experience for me because | got
to take classes in plant science, herpetology (Reptiles and Ampsjbiand entomology (Insects). |

; also got to help with a survey of the insect species in the Clemson
OELISNAYSYyGlf C2NBaided L | GiSYRSR
degree in entomology. There | did my thesis research on the effects

of flowering plants on the abundance and diversity dadects in

organic tomato fields. My research consisted of planting flowers
beside tomatoes with the intent of attracting beneficial wasps that
attack caterpillar pests. While at Auburn | had the opportunity to
make presentations to several school groups.

Snce graduating from Auburn | have worked pame as an
adjunct biology instructor at Greenville Technical College, an assistant interpreter at Paris Mountain
State Park, and as a pdite instructor at Roper Mountain Science Center. | enjoyed all cfethebs
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http://www.carolinachildrensgarden.org/

but | particularly enjoyed teaching the school groups that come to Paris Mountain State Park and
Roper Mountain Science Center.

| am very excited to have this opportunity to develop and present education programs at the Carolina
/| KAt RNB Yy hé gaplenNsRaSgyeah resource for the children of Columbia and | look forward to
being a part of it. | want to thank all of the Master Gardeners who have helped create this opportunity.
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