
RCMGA Board Meeting 
January 22, 2026  

St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields Episcopal Church 
 
Attending: Cathy Beattie, Lala Bowman, Lynn Derrick, Toni Hubbell, Robin McClellan, Heidi 
McKinley, Regina Monteith, Kay Roman, Susan Wilson, Val Hutchinson (presiding). Proxy: 
Cathy Beattie for Karen Zimmerman. Guests: Marilyn Hogan, Betsy Russell. 
 
Call to Order, Establishment of a Quorum: Val called the meeting to order at 2:07 p.m.; a 
quorum was present. Susan moved to accept the agenda, seconded by Toni. The agenda was 
approved unanimously. 
 
Before proceeding with the agenda, Val’s report that Elaine Jeter is doing well and that her last 
chemotherapy and radiation appointments are next week was received with a chorus of joyful 
smiles by members of the Board. Elaine plans to continue as president-elect and then as 
president next year. 
 
Approval of the Minutes from October 2025: Regina moved to approve the minutes, which 
was seconded by Lala. The minutes were approved.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: Heidi had circulated the Treasurer’s reports for December and January via 
email prior to the meeting.  
       
Checking account balance:     $ 5,721.00        
Savings account balance:        $19,566.00  
 
Robin suggested that we look at whether our annual dues need to be increased. Robin, Heidi, and 
Val will meet to discuss this and bring information to the next Board meeting. 
 
Victory Gardens: Marilyn has ordered seeds and soil to distribute to the membership at the end 
of next month’s membership meeting. Fifty customers attending our plant sale will each receive 
soil and a combination of ten vegetable and herb plants that were started by RCMGA members 
so they can start their own Victory Gardens. Marilyn and her team plan to have examples to 
show how vegetables and herbs can be grown in small spaces. To purchase seeds, soil, cardboard 
trays that will each hold ten plants, and other items, Marilyn requested $500.00. Susan moved 
that the Board approve the request; Regina seconded the motion. The motion was passed 
unanimously. 
 
Compost Trip: The trip to Elloree to pick up Stout Ollie compost was cancelled this week. Lynn 
has found another source of compost: Humble Acres Organics, in Blackville, SC. Their prices 
are lower than those of Stout Ollie, and they will deliver. Lynn will check pricing. 
 
Regarding Carolina Yards brochures, Lynn requested that the revised copy includes a QR code. 
 
Per Lynn and Susan, customers have very much appreciated the Rent-a-Master Gardener group 
work. 
 
Newly Organized Library: Betsy Russell introduced herself to the group and shared her vision 
for reassembling the RCMGA library, which is now in the Master Gardener office in the 
Extension building. Robin moved and Toni seconded that Betsy has a $100.00 budget to 
purchase labels for the books; this was approved by the Board. 



 
New Master Gardener Intern Mentors: Robin reported that seventeen interns have joined 
RCMGA, fourteen of which were from the Richland County class, two from the Kershaw 
County class, and one from the York County class who has moved to Richland County. About 
half of the interns are still working. She is planning to schedule an orientation via Zoom and then 
a tour of the Sandhill REC campus. She’d like to have someone video the tour. Comments from 
working interns were shared about not being able to attend meetings during the daytime. 
 
Digest: Lala is working with Kay to restructure the RCMGA Digest. They plan a feature article 
on how to use the website. Kay uses her sister’s subscription to Canva, a graphic design platform 
to design the calendar Val sends out each month, for the website, and for other tasks. After a 
brief discussion by the Board, Regina moved and Susan seconded that RCMGA pay for a Canva 
subscription, about $15.00/month. This was unanimously approved. 
 
New Business 
 
Plant Sale Questions and Garden Treasures: Val had previously circulated a list of division of 
responsibilities for the plant sale.  

1. Liaison with Old Turtle Pond Farm: Nancy Maseng 
2. Set up and tear down: Rich Byer, Jim Hightower, Lawrence Haselden 
3. Volunteer check in and hospitality: Evelyn Abernathy and Mary Stover 
4. Plant donations from Master Gardeners: Regina Monteith and Karlann Brenner. (Names 

added during the meeting: Susan Wilson and Toni Hubbell) 
5. Promotion and PR: Kay Roman and Lala Bowman 
6. Cashiers/check out: Heidi McKinley and Cathy Beattie 
7. Garden Treasures: Elaine Jeter, Mary Denis Cauthen, Tracy Nunnery, Toni Hubbell 
8. Victory Garden plants and boxes: Marilyn Hogan, Linda Bradley, Linda Olsen 

 
The Board discussed where and when we might have Garden Treasures available for purchase by 
Master Gardeners before they are available for the public at the plant sale. No decision was 
made. Robin McClelland and Susan Wilson will co-chair Garden Treasures with Val. 
 
Standing Rules Review Committee: The committee will consist of Cathy Beattie, Val 
Hutchinson, Mary Steppling, Jim Hightower, and Debbie Thomas. 
 
Nominating Committee: The Nominating Committee will consist of Val Hutchinson, Mary 
Stover, Karlann Brenneer, Robin McClellan, and Mary Denis Cauthen. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m. 
 
 
Cathy Beattie 
On behalf of Karen Zimmerman  
RCMGA Secretary 
 
Next Board Meeting: Thursday, February 26, 2026 
 
 


