RCMGA Board Meeting
February 26, 2026
St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields Episcopal Church

Attending: Cathy Beattie, Lynn Derrick, Karen Zimmerman, Evelyn Abernathy, Toni Hubbell,
Heidi McKinley, Regina Monteith, Karlann Brenner, Debbie Thomas, Kay Roman, Susan
Wilson, Elaine Jeter, Val Hutchinson (presiding). Proxy: Karen Zimmerman for Robin
McClellan. Guests: Mary Steppling, Marilyn Hogan, Kim Byer.

Call to Order, Establishment of a Quorum: Val called the meeting to order at 2:06 p.m.; a
quorum was present. Susan moved to accept the agenda, seconded by Toni. The agenda was
approved unanimously.

Approval of the Minutes from January 2026: Debbie moved to approve the minutes, which
was seconded by Cathy. The minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Heidi had circulated the Treasurer’s reports for February via email prior to
the meeting.

Checking account balance: ~ $ 4,897.00
Savings account balance: $19,633.00

Kay Roman reported that she was able to sign up for Canva as a non-profit organization at no
expense to RCMGA.

Scholarships: Mary Steppling reported that last year, the Scholarship Committee had a motion
to broaden the master gardener course scholarship by providing scholarships to members who
take online courses. She asked if the board would consider this option. After a brief discussion, it
was decided that the board would like to fund these scholarships. Mary said the committee
would meet and devise some parameters and she would report back at a future board meeting.
Several suggested parameters included having recipients provide reports on what was learned in
the class or compose an article for GIR. Mary also reported that no one has applied for the
Master Gardener Course Scholarship. Robin may be able to remind current interns at the March
intern meeting about this opportunity.

Plant Sale Update: Susan Wilson will oversee the annual plant sale. The plant sale is a one-day
event on April 24, 2026, at Sandhill Children’s Garden from 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. Donations
may be dropped off on April 13, 15, 17, 20 & 22 from 9:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. Susan is hoping that
the interns can be involved in labeling and repotting plants. The tents and tables will be set up on
Wednesday, April 22 from 12-3:30 p.m. Plant moving will be on April 23 in the morning and
MGs will be able to shop the “treasures” from 1-3 p.m. Remaining items from the treasure table
will be available to the public on the next day. Shifts or volunteers to work will be equal times in
length and the number of plants from Turtle Farms will be doubled in quantity to 600. Hopefully,
Todd from Old Turtle Pond Farm will be able to transport the plants to the Clemson property.
Plant donations will be received at the back of the Children’s Garden near the hoop house. Lynn
offered to bring his trailer and/or tractor for use at the plant sale. The committee is also
considering selling compost at the plant sale.

Victory Garden Update: Marilyn reported that any vegetables and herbs that members can
grow will be appreciated. Extra plants will go to the plant sale. Customers will be able to select
ten plants for their personal Victory Gardens. Marilyn may also demonstrate planting container



gardens throughout the day of the plant sale. Plants grown by RCMGA members may be
dropped off at the hoop house behind the Sandhill Children’s Garden prior to the plant sale.

Compost Trip/ Carolina Classic Home & Garden Show: Lynn reported that the RCMGA has
a 1500 square foot area at the Carolina Classic Home & Garden Show in the Goodman Building.
He will select plants from Old Turtle Pond Farm on Tuesday, March 11. Plants will be priced at
$9 each for one to five plants and $7 each for six plants or more. Todd Townsend will deliver the
plants to the fairgrounds on Thursday, prior to the show and will also pick up unsold plants after
the show on Sunday. Lynn will be set up by 3:00 pm on Thursday, March 12. Lynn would also
like to get a list of the plants for sale to RCMGA members and local garden clubs to promote the
show. Kay offered to get the promotional information and list of plants on the RCMGA website.
A list of plants from last year’s sales was distributed to board members.

The MG booth at Soda City is doing well. Hundreds of seeds, from the Richland County
Conservation Commission are being given away each Saturday that the Master Gardeners are at
Soda City.

Lynn has also arranged for a field trip to the Stout Ollie Farm on March 25 from 2:30 - 4:00 pm
for Master Gardeners to learn how the Stout Ollie compost is made.

Tablecloths: Val reported that Mary Stover has requested $80.00 to purchase new tablecloths for
the RCMGA to use at our member functions. Evelyn moved and Regina seconded that Mary
Stover be given $80.00 to purchase new tablecloths. This was unanimously approved by the
board.

Sound Equipment: Val expressed disappointment with the sound system we currently use at
member meetings. Since a new system could be very costly, Stephen Crisp, from Clemson, has
offered the RCMGA the use of his sound system.

Updated RCMGA Logo and Carolina Demonstration Yard Brochure: Intern Kim Byer, who
has 30 years of experience as a graphic designer, presented an excellent proposal on updating the
RCMGA logo. Kim described her goals, process, a comparison of other Master Gardener
Association logos, and her vision of how the updated logo could be used. Instead of a
photograph of the Rocky Shoals Spider Lily, Kim suggested a vector (scalable) version image so
that the image will retain clarity in a variety of uses. The board was presented with two
illustrated options: a top-down view and a side view of the Rocky Shoals Spider Lily. Kim also
provided some examples of how the logo could be used on various items including posters, hats,
and t-shirts. Following a brief discussion, Regina made a motion to adopt the updated logo with
a side view of the lily. Seconded by Debbie and unanimously approved by the board.

Kim also presented an updated Carolina Yard Demonstration Garden brochure. Five requests for
quotes to print the brochure have been sent out. It will cost approximated $1500 to print 1000
copies. Susan made a motion to increase the CY budget to $1,000 to cover the printing expenses.
Seconded by Toni. The motion passed.

New Business:



Regina thanked those who helped with updating the new brochure. Many thanks to Kim Byer,
Carla Frantz, Toi Hubbell, Nancy Maseng, Robin McClellan, Daryll Murono, and Susan Wilson.

The next member meeting will be held on March 7, 2026. The program “All About Mushrooms”
will be presented by Rebecca Goldberg.

The meeting adjourned at 3:34 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Karen Zimmerman
RCMGA Secretary

Next Board Meeting: Thursday, March 26, 2026



