
                                                                                          

                                                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR 

JULY 15—10 am at the Meeting 
House. Jim Brandt, Horticulture 
Supervisor at Moore Farms Bo-
tanical Gardens will talk of 
“Edible Plants for your Ornamen-
tal Garden” Displays.”  
See bio info on page 3 

AUGUST 19– 10am at the Meet-
ing House. Dr. Robert E. Carter, 
Area Forestry and Wildlife agent 
will be our speaker 

Refreshments  

for July 

 

 

 

 

 

Sandra Brown 

Anne Witherspoon 

Black-eyed pea salad 

Macaroni salad 

Jim Sass 

Ruth Ann Bigger 

Vicki Hetman 

Linda Parker 

Chuck Finkenstadt 

Sheryn LaVanish 
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   Sumter Masters Gardeners  Association 
Membership Meeting 

GENERAL MEETING 
June 2026 

President Sakole called the meeting to order at 10:05 AM, Thursday, June 3, 2026 at the Meeting House.   
Andy McFaddin  introduced our speaker, Jonathan Windham who we see occasionally on “Making It 
Grow.  Jonathon earned his Bachelor’s degree in horticulture and is currently working on his Ph.D.  He 
is on the Board of the Rose Hybridizers Association and is the director of  the Pee Dee Research and 
Education Center in Florence. 

Mr. Windham stated the Pee Dee Research Center, though it does not look its age, was started 115 years 
ago at the site of the current day Farmers Market.  The Research Center has grown to 2,300 acres today 
including wetlands, woodlands and fields.  They currently experiment with wheat, tobacco, and indigo as 
well as other plants.  The site has covered greenhouses where genetic engineering research is done.  Plant 
breeding is as old as agriculture itself, likely beginning in the crescent area that includes Saudi Arabia, 
Jordon, and upper Egypt.  Early man started by saving seed. He explained the different ways hybridiza-
tion can take place, and said there is no need to fear  food labeled as a “bioengineered food”.  This pro-
gram was very educational and was followed by questions and answers. President Sakole thanked Mr. 
Windham for his presentation and gave him a lovely goodie basket. 

President's Report: Pat stated Mary Jean Dowling is in Richland Heart Hospital. He also stated Jan Hil-
ton will be leaving us in 2-3 months  when she and husband, Paul, are moving to Murfreesboro, Tennes-
see, to be closer to family.  If anyone is interested in being the Education Chair or first Vice President to 
take over for Jan, please talk to Pat.   

Even though the Iris Festival plant sale has grown and improved again this year, with less congestion 
between racks and signs which lead shoppers to what they wanted, next year he would like to see a 50% 
increase in plants sold, requiring more growers and more plants.   

Regarding the Iris Festival and sales and expenditures, Jan noted we did not have as many growers this 
year and we did have more expenses but still raised money.  We also had more children than ever before 
at our  Pot-a-Posey site.  Plant Sale Chair Tom Moore stated if we are to meet the President’s goal, we 
will start planning earlier and he will call a meeting within the coming month. 

Education Chair – Jan stated the 4Hers at Crosswell School and Wilson Hall each had a day at the Swan 
Lake gardens spending time with Ruth Ann, Carmen, Cylissa, Sheryn, Brad and Andy.    The end of June 
is near and everyone should get their hours recorded for July 2025-June 2026.  There are sheets on the 
table to write down your hours for Blakelyn to enter. 

Second Vice President – Andy stated next month Jim Brandt, the horticulture supervisor at Moore  
Farms will be our speaker.  Andy is still looking at possible trips for next year including “Plantasia” in 
Mt. Pleasant  and the Big Plant Expo.  “Sign-Up Genius” seems to be working and, for those who like to 
sign themselves up manually, the book is being passed around. 

Butterfly Garden -  Carmen stated she had nothing to report. 

Chocolate Garden – Sheryn stated the garden looks good and has things in bloom.  She also has gladiolas  
and other bulbs for door prizes. 

Community Garden – John, Phil and Fran mowed the grass.  On July 18 at 6:30 PM all volunteers are 
needed at the community garden to change the outer perimeter bed into a bed for iris. 

Extension Agent Brad Secraw announced that the new Master Gardener class begins Tuesday, August 18 
at 6:30 PM and goes into the month of November. 

Ruth Ann is working on the directory.  It would be nice to include the contact information and pictures of 
everyone in the new classes.  Brad would need to get the student’s permission before releasing info. 

Treasurers Report -  No report in John’s absence. 

Meeting adjourned about 11:00 AM. 

Vickie Hetman, Recording Secretary 

Mary Jean 

Dowling is 

now at Nation-

al Health Care 

in  Room 117-

A. The address 

is 1018 N. Gui-

gnard Drive if you wish to 

visit or send a card. 



 

 

                                                                                                                                             

Why is it that some plants thrive 
While others struggle to stay alive  
Even when they are side by side 
And planted with care. Two bulbs came  
Within a week. They looked the same; 
So, I really can’t blame  
The seller.  I’m sure he didn’t know  
That only one bulb would show  
Any sign of life and grow 
Then quickly become a flowering vine  
While the other one began to pine  
Away and in a very short time 
To wither and rot.  I now know  
No matter how much attention I show  
A plant, it’s up to that plant to grow.   
 

 

 

 The bulbs I ordered were Gloriosa bulbs.  Who knew they would be difficult here in Birmingham.  They were so easy in Sum-
ter.  Stick them in the ground and in a short while, you had a flowering vine.  Gloriosa flowers, when cut, last forever.  OK.  For a 
much longer time than other cut flowers from other plants.  The flowers look as if they have been dipped in wax and they certainly 
behave that way.   

The two bulbs are only a part of the story.  Because I love the vine and wouldn’t give up, the bulbs were the latest in a slew of 
Gloriosa bulbs I had tried over the past several years.   These latest bulbs were part of a two-for-one sale on the internet.  I’m a sucker 
for a sale!  At least one did survive. 

Gloriosa bulbs aren’t the only plants I’m struggling with. The saga of the plum tree continues.  If you missed the first part, I 
had purchased, planted and succeeded in getting a plum tree to flourish only to discover it was a pollinizer (pollinators are insects, pol-
linizers are certain plants who help other plants produce fruit while bearing few fruits themselves).  I needed a second plum tree.  My 
new horticultural AI friend and buddy Chat GPT recommended a Santa Rosa as the best variety to pollinate with the original plum 
tree.  It died.  I ordered a second Santa Rosa.  It died.  I went to a local nursery and bought an AU (for Auburn University) Rosa which 
is supposed to be disease resistant.  It is losing all its leaves.  They are turning lovely shades of orange and yellow and falling off.  The 
leaves look as if they have been shot full holes, known as “shot holes” – go figure.  First, a purple spot appears, then the spots fall off, 
leaving a round hole.  AI came back with a diagnosis of a typical fungus infection, Coryneum or Shothole Blight, probably acquired at 
the nursery where I purchased it and exacerbated by the shock of transplanting.  I did notice a few yellow leaves with purple spots and 
a few “bullet holes’ at the nursery; but I must admit I was so excited about finding the tree, I didn’t check the tree as carefully as I 
should have.  Chat GPT also says as long as the tips of the twigs on the tree are green and not dying, the tree will recover.  That means 
the fungus infection, unlike the earlier trees, is not systemic.  Once the tips begin rapidly dying back there isn’t much you can do.  The 
infection is both internal and external.  A killer.   

AI did say not to fertilize it, but what about the liquid fertilizer from my worms?  Chat GPT said that would be fine.  In fact, it 
said I didn’t need to add the molasses to encourage the microorganisms to grow.  AI suggested I not call it “manure tea” since I don’t 
put any manure into the water when making the “tea” and only put kitchen scraps into the worm bin.  Call it “worm casting tea” in-
stead.   

As I write this, we are away from Birmingham for about 10 days.  Good!  I can’t go check the new plum tree every ten 
minutes.  By time we get back home it will either be totally denuded and dying from the tips or beginning to show some life.  I’ve done 
all I can do.  I sprayed with a fungicide AI recommended, once a week for three weeks as per the directions on the spray bottle.  I made 
sure it was watered, but not too much.  I mulched with pine straw in a circle around and a few inches from the trunk, all recommended 
by my personal horticulturist Chat GPT.   

As you can tell, I’m thoroughly enjoying my new AI friend.  It has opened up a vast internet universe that would have taken 
me decades to learn.  Do I trust it completely?  No.  Am I flattered by it’s up-beat, positive responses?  Of course.  But with a “grain of 
salt”.  All of us could take a little “programming” in the “niceness” direction.  Perhaps AI will tilt all of us toward a more polite way of 
communicating; but knowing humans and our perverse nature (at least mine), I doubt it.  In the meantime, plants seem to have a per-
sonality of their own: some thrive, some struggle but manage somehow to stay alive and some, after a brief struggle, give up and die.    

And speaking of time, happy two hundred and fiftieth, everyone!  Now, there’s something that has lasted a very long time and 
still growing strong!  ENJOY!  

 

                                                                   Betsy A 

                              



Worker 

Bees 
 
 
 
 
 
As a result of the ongoing heatwave, there isn’t much to 
report from the specialty gardens. The garden chairmen re-
ported no workdays are scheduled at present, and the gar-
dens look pretty good anyway. Sheryn said there had been a 
nice crop of chocolate tomatoes. 
At the Community  Garden, Sybil has harvested carrots, 
peppers, and reported the City is interested in establishing 
another community garden in  South Sumter. This topic will 
be discussed at the July meeting as they are hoping to enlist 
our help. 
 

Soup Kitchen request for July 

Carrots and Sweet Peas  -  again! 

 

This is a voluntary but much appreci-

ated gesture we can make to benefit 

those less fortunate Sumterites. Bring food to check-in 

table at the door, and it will be taken to the Emmanuel 

Methodist Church. Monetary donations are also wel-

come if you can’t remember to buy extra cans of food. 

   “It” 

     It moves slowly, purposefully across the landscape of open 
fields and wooded areas.  Nothing seems to bother it, but then it is 
so big and so powerful, there really is nothing that would chal-
lenge it.  Its vision is keen and its sense of smell is phenomenal.  It 
ambles along stopping occasionally to stand and survey its envi-
ronment.  It enters my side yard in early morning and heads down 
my driveway heading in the direction of my deck.   The target has 
been spotted.  All systems are a go.  It climbs the stairs effortlessly 
without so much as a sound.  However, the sheer weight of it 
tends to rock the deck slightly.  This movement of the deck alerts 
me that something is amiss out on my deck.  My eyes shoot up 
from my desk where I am seated just inside the sliding glass doors.   

     It moves gracefully along the deck avoiding any chairs, tables or 
even the grill.  It is nimble and precise in its mission.  I am now 
standing up on the inside (of course) of the sliding glass door 
watching every move it makes.  It gets to the far end of the deck 
and looks up at the suet feeder and bird seed feeder hanging 
above.  I have designed the greatest squirrel proof bird feeder sys-
tem known to man.  Unfortunately, it is not a squirrel that I am 
looking at.  It climbs up on the railing and grabs and the pvc pipe 
upright and snaps it in half like a twig. The platform feeder falls to 
the deck floor.  Bird seeds spills every where.  It climbs down and 
devours the bird seed like Dan and Evie devour a candy dish full of 
peanut M&M’s.  It is 350 pounds of pure muscle and brawn.  It 
then picks up the suet feeder and pries it open and swallows the 
cake whole leaving crumbs of suet all over the deck.   

     When I have had enough of the entertainment and destruction, 
I start pounding on the glass sliding door which is enough for it to 
climb over the rail and head down to the ground and into the 
woods.  This was one of our first experiences with it.  Since then 
we have learned to start pounding on the glass sooner, before it 
gets to the bird feeders. It visits several times a year and it is an 
amazing sight to see.  So, what is It?  Many have probably already 
guessed.  It is Ursus americanus.  It is the American black bear.  

     Black bears are found up and down the east coast of the United 
States.  South Carolina has pockets of black bears in the Piedmont 
area but also areas in Horry and Georgetown counties.   

     We walk our woods often and have never come across a black 
bear while walking but they sure do like to come into our yard and 
ransack our bird feeders.   

Happy Gardening!                                                   Dan  Baxter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July speaker brings tips from Moore  Farms  

Botanical Gardens 

Jimmy Brandt is the Horticulture Supervisor at Moore 
Farms Botanical Garden in Lake City, SC.  His career in the 
horticulture industry spans ten years in South Carolina, 
with over six of those years working in public gar-
dens.  Prior, he earned a bachelor's degree in Horticultural 
Technology Management in New York following a life-long 
passion for ornamental gardening.  He recently relocated 
to the Pee Dee from the Myrtle Beach area and has been 
with Moore Farms BG since late 2024. 



Many, many years ago I remember laughing out loud while reading Steve  Bender’s column in Southern Living. A garden writer 

with a sense of humor? Seems like it had something to do with Darth Vader. From then on, his column has been a must-read, and 

continues to this day. 

As someone who detests squirrels and the damage they wreak on our flowerbeds, flowerpots, soffits, birdhouses, bird baths, bird 

feeders...it is mind blowing to me that programs geared to “attracting wildlife  to your garden” continue to be offered when we 

are battling not only these tree rats, but also Canada geese, beavers, raccoons, opossums, Steve’s most recent Face Book post 

spoke me, and seemed worth sharing, knowing I’m not the only one who would love to have a squirrel-free yard.   RA Bigger 



A summer re-run: this is a good thumbnail guide to some Latin terms you will run across when reading plant tags, seed and plant 

catalogs, gardening articles, and good to know to be sure you are getting the plant you want. Those plant names you heard from 

Aunt Sally may not be what they are known by in the nursery trade. Learn a few and make Dr. John Nelson  proud!  


