RCMGA March Board Meeting
July 24,2025 - 2:00 PM
St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields Episcopal Church

Attending: Cathy Beattie, Regina Monteith, Karen Zimmerman, Debbie Thomas, Susan Wilson,
Tim Carrier, Heidi McKinley, Lala Bowman, Kay Roman, Evelyn Abernathy, Robin McClellan,
Toni Hubbel, Val Hutchinson, presiding. Proxy: Karen Zimmerman for Lynn Derrick.

Call to Order, Establishment of a Quorum: Val called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.; a
quorum was present. Regina moved to accept the agenda, seconded by Debbie.

Approval of the Minutes from June 2025: Susan moved for approval of the minutes, which
was seconded by Regina. The minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Heidi had circulated the Treasurer’s reports for July 2025 via email prior to
the meeting.

Checking account balance: ~ $ 12,508.00
Savings account balance: $19,408.00

A 2025-26 draft budget was also presented.
Projected revenue: $25,880
Projected expenses: $25,576

Heidi explained that there might be a few changes in the 2025-26 budget due to an increase in
the website hosting cost, possible reimbursements to Regina, and additional income from Rent-
a-Master Gardener. A motion was made by Cathy to accept the provisional budget. Seconded by
Toni. The motion carried and was unanimously approved. Heidi reported that 12 members still
haven’t paid the annual dues. Board members who know these people volunteered to personally
call the individuals to see if they want to continue membership.

Digest Update: Val applauded Lala for her work on the RCMGA Digest. The current edition
contains a lot of information and is easy to read. Lala’s vision for the Digest is that it will be
informative, with short bits of information. Lala would like to add a ‘save the date” section and
an “in search of” section for members’ requests for anything garden related. The Digest will
come out once a month, mid-month. Deadline for submission of articles is the 10" of the month.
Robin suggested including workdays for the gardens as well as gate codes.

Guidelines for Volunteers: Val and Debbie reported that the “cattle gate” by the compost
garden will be open daily from 7:30 am -12:30 pm. Members don’t need to lock the gate but
must close it behind them. Work requests for any work, program, or event taking place in the
Children’s Garden or Carolina Yard must be submitted to Debbie at least 30 days prior to the
event taking place. Members may send an email to Debbie, and she will then get approval for the
work, program, or event.

Carolina Yard Brochure: Val showed the board an example of a Carolina Yard brochure put
out by the Lexington Master Gardeners. She suggested that RCMGA produce something similar.
Regina would also like to re-do the current Carolina Yard brochure and include information
about RCMGA. Val suggested that we look for a grant to assist with the cost of producing a new
brochure. Regina offered to contact John McKenzie, Conservation Program Analyst at the
Richand County Conservation Commission, regarding possible funding or grants.



Tomato Tasting Debrief: Toni and Susan reported that the Tomato Tasting event was a lot of
work, but there was plenty of help in setting up and members providing food. The food was
delicious, and the speaker was wonderful. It was also a nice touch to have the gift bags with
tomato jam for the Lexington Master Gardeners! Toni wants to write down all that went well for
the future committee. The current committee will meet again about possible changes for the next
time RCMGA hosts this event.

New Date for Plant Sale: Elaine Jeter has agreed to oversee next year’s plant sale. A draft of the
division of labor was distributed. After a brief discussion, the board decided that the 2026 annual
plant sale will be held on Friday May 1. It will take place on the Clemson property. “Treasures”
may again be included at the plant sale as it is a good way to increase income from the event.
The donated treasures could be stored in the Quonset hut until the day of the sale.

Central Place to Store Pictures: Cathy reported that there are albums on Google Photos
organized by year and event. Tim has put pictures on Google Photos going back to 2006. Cathy
requested that if members want to add pictures, they can send pictures to her and she will contact
the web master, Kay Roman, so that pictures can be put on the website. Photos will be
categorized by year and then by event.

September Program: Evelyn announced that Tim Carrier will present at the September 9
member meeting. The topic will be how to build a greenhouse, with a visit to the Sharing Garden
at St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields Church.

The following 2025-26 membership meeting programs have been tentatively set up:

October 7— Jenks Farmer and his new book, Southern Gardening Tips

November 4 — Victory Garden project and drip irrigation (Marilyn Hogan & Debbie)
December 9 — Holiday Luncheon at the Clemson Lake House, with Todd Townsend from Old
Turtle Pond Farm as the speaker

January 6 — Gardens of the Loire Valley (Regina & Robin)

February 3 — Chair Yoga

March 3 — Growing Peonies in the South

April 7 —All About Mushrooms!

May 5 — Deer Resistant Plants

June 2 — Awards Luncheon at the Clemson Lake House

July 7 — Tomato Tasting at Lexington

Field trip possibilities include a visit to City Roots Farm, Riverbanks Botanical Garden, and a
Columbia downtown garden tour for RCMGA members and guests.

Robin suggested Tom Bruce from Carolina Daylilies giving the presentation about deer resistant
plants

New Business:

Marilyn Hogan will be reporting at a future meeting on the new Victory Garden Committee. One
of the goals of this committee is for the RCMGA to encourage the growing of vegetables. Val
noted that if members learn how to grow vegetables in the fall, then in the spring members could
teach adults and children how to plant a victory garden. Currently, this committee is part of the
plant sale.



The hoop house for the Children’s Garden should be set up by September. There will also be a
potting area, which could also be used for victory garden plants.

A list of the 2025-26 Project Director was distributed to the board. There was a brief discussion
about the elimination of the Turf Grass Area. The board was hesitant to eliminate this project
since it is such a valuable resource. Jim Hightower has done such a wonderful job of keeping up
the area. The board was encouraged to think of another volunteer or intern who could take over
the project, as well as ways to better publicize the Turf Grass Area.

Jackie Jordan, Clemson Urban Horticulture Agent, will be teaching two Master Gardener classes
this fall. The Richland County class will be held on Thursdays, September 11 to November 20
from 9:30 am -2:30 pm. The Kershaw County class will be held on Tuesdays, September 9
through November 18, 9:30 am — 2:30 pm.

The meeting adjourned at 3:45 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Karen Zimmerman

RCMGA Secretary

Next Board Meeting: Thursday September 25, 2025



