
The Carolina Yard 
Demonstration Garden 

RENT-A-MASTER GARDENER PROGRAM

A team of Master Gardeners will visit and 
take soil samples and yard measurements. 
Based on needs and questions, they offer 
research-based horticultural advice and  
recommendations to make a garden thrive 
and its curb appeal come alive. 

ASK-A-MASTER GARDENER

Master Gardeners bring a display booth to 
outdoor public events and farmers markets. 
They answer gardening questions and  
provide research-based resources. Visit the 
booth at Soda City, downtown Columbia,  
on the first Saturday of each month.

BECOME A MASTER GARDENER

The Master Gardeners Volunteer Training  
Course offers novice gardeners and  
experienced horticulturalists research-based 
information from Clemson University on  
creating sustainable gardens and sharing  
that knowledge with the community. 

Monarch butterfly 
Danaus plexippus

Pink coneflower  
Echinacea purpurea

Ryan’s Pink chrysanthemum
Chrysanthemum x moriflorum ‘Ryan’s Pink’
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White Swan coneflower
Echinacea purpurea ‘White Swan’

The Carolina Yard  
Demonstration Garden
Visit | To schedule group tours and  
educational programs, email:  
RichlandMasterGardeners@gmail.com 

Directions | From Clemson Road turn 
onto Pecan Grove Road. Park in the  
lot, and walk across to the Sandhill 
Children’s Garden. 1 Pecan Grove Road, 
Columbia, SC 29229.  

Hours | The garden is open to the  
public Monday-Friday from 10:00 AM 
until 4:00 PM. Children must be  
accompanied by an adult at all times.  

CAROLINA YARDS | For information  
on Carolina Yards, the Clemson  
Cooperative Extension program, yard 
certification, and online class, visit: 
Clemson.edu/CY

HOME & GARDEN INFORMATION  
For questions on landscaping,  
gardening, lawns, plants, pests and 
diseases, visit the Clemson Home  
and Garden Information Center:  
HGIC.Clemson.edu

CAROLINA CLEAR | Learn about 
stormwater pollution and watersheds:  
Clemson.edu/CarolinaClear

CAROLINA YARD /  
NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY   
Scan this code to view the  
native plant database:

The Carolina Yard Demonstration 

Garden illustrates a low-maintenance, 

low-impact landscape of 12 principles 

for homeowners. 

In 2024, funded by generous grants 

from the Richland County Conservation  

Commission and Columbia Green, 

Richland County Master Gardeners  

relocated the Carolina Yard  

Demonstration Garden, now within  

the Sandhill Children’s Garden at  

the Clemson University Sandhill  

Research and Education Center. 

Clemson staff installed the fencing  

and tool shed from the previous site 

while Master Gardeners designed the 

new garden. They amended the soil  

with compost, planted shrubs, vines, 

roses, perennials, and ground cover,  

and mulched the young plants.

Watch this Carolina Yard Demonstration 

Garden thrive. Certify your own garden! 

Visit the Carolina Yard 
Demonstration Garden, 

an educational project of  
the Richland County Master 

Gardener Association.
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Analysis of a soil sample indicates nutrient levels, pH 
value, and kinds of amendments if necessary. Take 
samples for testing to the local Extension office. Here, 
compost to amend sandy soil surrounds each plant.

MAINTAIN HEALTHY SOIL

RECYCLE YARD WASTE

Compost plant-based kitchen scraps, such as 
pumpkins and tomatoes, spent flowers and leaves, 
and shredded fallen leaves. They will form a nutrient- 
rich organic amendment that plants will love.

MULCH 
MATTERS

GARDEN LIKE 
A LOCAL

RIGHT PLANT, RIGHT PLACE

REMOVE 
INVASIVES

BE WISE WHEN 
YOU FERTILIZE

WATER 
WISELY

MANAGE 
YARD PESTS 
RESPONSIBLY

PROVIDE FOR WILDLIFE
REDUCE 
RUNOFF

A layer of mulch  
helps moderate soil  
temperature, retain 
moisture, reduce  
erosion, and inhibit 
weed growth. Here, 
Richland County  
Master Gardeners  
have spread a 2” to 3” 
layer of organic mulch. 

Native plants often  
require less water,  
fertilizer, and pesticides 
since they are adapted  
to local growing  
conditions. Pink muhly 
grass, Muhlenbergia 
capillaris, a disease- 
and pest-resistant 
native, brings stunning 
fall color to the garden.

Invasive plants spread  
aggressively outside of 
their natural range. Florida 
betony, Stachys floridiana, 
also known as rattlesnake 
weed, reproduces through  
underground white tubers 
resembling the rattles of a 
rattlesnake. Only complete 
removal of the tubers 
eradicates the weed.

Plants that fit the conditions of a garden reduce  
the need for water, fertilizer, pesticides, and  
pruning. Mexican bush sage, Salvia leucantha  
‘Bicolor,’ for example, is an excellent plant for full 
sun. A fast-growing perennial, it blooms from late 
summer through frost and attracts pollinators.  
This plant is low maintenance.

Roses are heavy feeders 
while many native plants 
are not. Fertilizers should 
be used only when 
appropriate. Know your 
plant and its needs. 

A permeable walkway  
of stepping stones or pea 
gravel allows rainwater  
to soak into the soil  
rather than becoming 
stormwater runoff. 

A drip irrigation system 
efficiently waters plants 
and plant beds, directly 
delivering water to the 
roots. Drip lines will be 
barely visible among 
plants and under mulch. 

Before using  
chemicals, identify 
the insect as the vast 
majority are beneficial; 
this colorful caterpillar, 
for example, feeds on 
the leaves and flowers 
of fennel, Foeniculum 
vulgare, the host  
plant of the black 
swallowtail butterfly, 
Papilio polyxenes. 

Wildlife needs shelter, food, water, 
and space to thrive in gardens. In 
addition to installing bird and bat 
houses, gardeners should leave  
spent stalks and seed heads through 
the winter for beneficial insects and  
other wildlife. 

RAIN AS A RESOURCE
Rain can be a resource in the garden. A downspout channels water  
from a roof into a rain barrel. A 50-gallon rain barrel can collect 
enough rainfall to supplement watering for containers and beds. 


