
RCMGA March Board Meeting 
November 20, 2025 - 2:00 PM 

St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields Episcopal Church 
 
Attending: Cathy Beattie, Regina Monteith, Evelyn Abernathy, Karen Zimmerman, Debbie 
Thomas, Susan Wilson, Karlann Brenner, Heidi McKinley, Lala Bowman, Toni Hubbel, Robin 
McClellan, Lynn Derrick, Marilyn Hogan, Mary Stover, Val Hutchinson, presiding.   
 
Call to Order, Establishment of a Quorum: Val called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.; a 
quorum was present. Debbie moved to accept the agenda, seconded by Susan. The agenda was 
approved unanimously. 
 
Approval of the Minutes from October 2025: Susan moved for approval of the minutes, which 
was seconded by Regina. The minutes were approved.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: Heidi had circulated the Treasurer’s reports for October 2025 via email 
prior to the meeting.  
       
Checking account balance:     $ 6,450.00        
Savings account balance:        $19,534.00  
  
Toni made a motion to accept the report as information. Seconded by Debbie. The motion 
passed. 
 
December Calendar: Since the Clemson Extension Office will be closed from December 22-26, 
the Children’s Garden will also be closed during this week. There will be no access to the 
garden, and no work during this week. The Carolina Yard volunteers will only work on 
December 3 at 9:00 and take a break for the rest of December. 
 
Holiday Luncheon (December 9): Evelyn has sent out a SignUpGenius for the event and will 
send out another for dessert sign up. Mary Stover reported that the menu from Southern Way 
will include turkey, ham, green beans, mixed green salad, and potato salad. RCMGA will 
provide desserts, drinks, and bread while Southern Way will supply utensils and paper products.  
 
New Master Gardener Class: Robin reported that the fall MG classes are now finished with 
instruction. Two students from the Kershaw County class have joined RCMGA as interns. Two 
Kershaw Master Gardeners, who are certified, also joined RCMGA. There were 21 students in 
the Richland County class, so hopefully there will be many more interns joining RCMGA in 
2026.  
 
Victory Gardens Update: Val reported that Marilyn Hogan has requested that RCMGA 
members start seeds for our Victory Garden program. Regina suggested that the January 6 
member meeting include information about starting seeds as well as soil blocking. Marilyn could 
do another program about Victory Gardens and Linda Bradley from Purple Tuteur Farm could 
demonstrate soil blocks. In addition, Kay Roman could demonstrate to members how to navigate 
the RCMGA website. The board agreed with this change to the January 6 program. Val said she 
would contact Kay so that the RCMGA website can be updated to reflect this program change.  
 
Carolina Yard Name Change: Regina gave a brief history of the Carolina Yard. It was 
previously known as The Historic Cottage Garden, then The Carolina Yard at the Cottage. Now, 
after the move to the Children’s Garden, Regina would like to see the name changed to The 



Carolina Yard Demonstration Garden, since this is what the garden really is and does. The 
Carolina Yard Demonstration Garden is also the name that Regina used for obtaining the 
necessary grants for the garden. Regina made a motion to change the name of the Carolina Yard 
at the Cottage to the Carolina Yard Demonstration Garden. Seconded by Cathy. The motion 
passed. The name change will be noted in the GIR and the RCMGA Standing Rules. 
 
 
The Digest Update:  Lala reported that members have been good about submitting information 
for The Digest. A new edition is ready to be sent out, and the change in the January 6 program 
will be included. Debbie suggested that the submission deadline of the 10th of the month also be 
included in The Digest. 
 
Hoop House and Plant Propagation: Debbie reported that the hoop house is ready for plant 
propagation. She has asked Jim Hightower, Tracy Nunnery, and Ed Lyon to oversee the project, 
especially in identifying what is needed for the hoop house. Debbie asked for thoughts on how 
RCMGA wants to use the hoop house. Starting seedlings for the Victory Garden project and 
storing plants for the annual plant sale were a few ideas discussed. Debbie will also be asking for 
soil donations. Pictures of the hoop house being set up will be posted on social media and in 
GIR. 
 
RAMG/AAMG: Lynn presented two more checks from the RAMG program. He would also 
like to have a new brochure with the 12 steps on how to establish a Carolina Yard to give to 
those people who request the RAMG services. Information on RAMG could also be included in 
the brochure. After some discussion about costs and what would be included in a new brochure, 
it was decided that Lynn will get some estimates on printing new brochures and bring to the 
January board meeting Until new brochures can be printed, Regina will give Lynn some of the 
older brochures to give to customers. Toni and Regina will look at editing our current brochure. 
Debbie suggested making two brochures: one for the Carolina Yard and another as a fact sheet 
with extra information. Lynn also presented the idea of working with Stout Ollie to purchase 
bags of the compost for a discount for RCMGA members. The cost could be $8 a bag, but at 
least 50 bags would need to be purchased. He would be willing to go to Stout Ollie in Elloree to 
pick up the bags. Lynn also suggested a field trip to the Stout Ollie facility in late January/early 
February. Val thanked Lynn for his incredible work with the RAMG program. 
  
Community Education Update: Susan reported that 23 programs are on the books. She is also 
working on updating the Power Point presentations by replacing the paragraphs on the slides 
with bullet points. More requests for programs are anticipated in the new year. 
 
Status for Turf Plots and Plant Sale: Cathy questioned if we had voted to move the Turfgrass 
Demonstration Area Project and Plant Sale Project from Standing Projects and voted to make 
them Advisory Projects, since there were listed as such on the website. Consensus of the Board 
was that they had not been changed, so they will be continued as Standing Projects. The TGA 
will be more widely advertised to increase public awareness. Jim will be consulted as to where 
he thinks the turf grass plots would be most valuable – at the Clemson Extension office building 
or at the Children’s Garden. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



New Business: 
Sadly, due to illness, Elaine Jeter will not oversee the Annual Plant Sale nor take over as 
RCMGA President next year. Val recommended that the board wait until January to make any 
decisions. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:25 pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Karen Zimmerman  
RCMGA Secretary 
 
Next Board Meeting:  Thursday January 22, 2026 
 
 


