
 

RCMGA Board Quarterly Report Form April 2026 

Committee/Project Name: Compost Garden        Committee/Project/Chair: K Brenner    
 
Standing Committee Member Names:  
Nancy Piester, Valerie Moore, Daryll Murono, Linda Olsen, Mary Stover, Mary Lou 
Guerrina, Rebecca Groth, Sherilyn Byrd, Dot Valentine, Lawrence Haselden, Rich Byer, 
Michael Brown, Lala Bowman 
 

 

Number, location type of meetings throughout the year:  Weekly… every Monday 
morning from 8:00 to 10:00 except when Clemson is closed. 
General Summary of Activities: 

• Incorporating buckets of kitchen scraps obtained weekly from several restaurants 
into each of the six bins in the garden 

• Turn each of the bins to mix and aerate the contents 
• Sift and bag compost which is ready (i.e. "cooked") 
• Clean and wash the buckets 

Further work in the garden as may be needed (e.g. weeding, pruning, planting raised beds, 
mulching  etc.) 
 
Areas requiring volunteers: 
The team consists of about 10  committed MG’s who are regulars each Monday, but any 
new MG is welcome if they are interested in composting. 
Additional Comments: 

• There is a need to do further “public education” about the importance of composting and 
how it is done. 

• About 25 one gallon bags of compost with instructions on how to compost were donated 
to the Victory Garden project on Plant Sale Day in 2026.  Donations to public schools 
who have started a school garden or a horticulture program are also contemplated.  

• Daryll Murono has written several articles published in the GIR on composting and the 
history of the Compost Garden. She is also the sponsor of our plans for the Hugelkultur 
garden mentioned below. 

• Plans for a “Hugelkultur” version of composting are in the works for this year. 
• On April 19th, we will host a table about composting as part of the “Earth Day” 

information rally organized by Shandon Presbyterian Church members. 
 



2025-2026 Quarterly Report Form
Submission Time

Apr 13, 2026, 05:28 PM

Committee/Project Name Carolina Yard Demonstration Garden

Report for Quarter: 4th Quarter - Apr-Jun

Committee/Project Chair: Regina Monteith

Standing Committee Member Names: Evelyn Abernathy, Kim Byer, Carla Frantz, Toni Hubbell, Monika Iskersky,

Nancy Maseng, Robin McClellan, Daryll Murono, Susan Wilson

Volunteers Involved this Quarter: Bob Hallman, Jim Hightower, Ed Lyon, Tracy Nunnery, Kim Toogood

Committee/Project Activities and

Accomplishments this Quarter:

The photographs, taken o. 04/13/2026, show the garden coming to life:

‘Thalia’ daffodils and bronze fennel along the outside borderl and

honeysuckle, roses, and yarrow flourishing along the front fence.

The biggest accomplishments of the last two quarters were updating the

Carolina Yard brochure, with a new design courtesy of Intern Kim Byer, without

whom we would still be floundering, new photographs, new text, new

references and QR codes. The brochure was available at the March Board of

Directors meeting, the April membership meeting, they AAMG booth at Soda

City, the NPS Plant Sale, the Extension Office, and to RAMG participants. It will

be available at the AAMG booth at the Plant Sale.

On Wednesday, May 6, the Carolina Yards online course participants will enjoy

a field day at the Carolina Yard Demonstration Garden. They will perform two

service projects: first, sifting compost from the compost bin which last year’s

participants started in May 2025, and second, spreading Stout Ollie compost

around plants in the garden. We are thrilled that Jackie Jordan has become

one of the facilitators of the field day this year. The participants will then have

lunch at Toni Hubbell‘s garden before touring her garden, Jim Hightower‘s

garden, and Val Hutchinson‘s garden, learning about the principles that each

of these gardens exemplify. This field day is not a walk in the park, but a highly

organized workday with lessons to be learned!

The major work effort in the garden itself this quarter has been removing

seedheads, stems, and leaves that we left to illustrate winter interest and

provide food and shelter for wildlife.

We also added plants to the border along the outside of the fence on the right

and replaced some plants that did not overwinter well inside the garden.

We need to wind down our grant of $5000 from Columbia Green by buying

more plants!

Next Quarter Goals: In July and August, we will merely be maintaining the garden. In September

with cooler weather, we can do serious gardening again, replacing plants that

perished in the heat. We also want to publicize the garden ito garden clubs in

Columbia so that program chairs can plan field trips to the Carolina Yard

Demonstration Garden.

Additional Comments or Notes: An offshoot of the field day has been the tours of gardens of RCMGA

members for RCMGA members. Last year the tour was in Spring Valley and

included many of the gardens on the field trip that year. This year the tour will

be in Shandon, Sherwood Forest, and close neighborhoods. It will include

USC’s Belser Arboretum.

1 / 1



Upload as many as 5 photos, documents, or

videos
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Submitter's First Name Regina

Submitter's Last Name Monteith

Submitter's Email reginamonteith@gmail.com

Submitter's Phone +1 803 556 4141

mailto:reginamonteith@gmail.com
tel:+18035564141


2025-2026 Quarterly Report Form
Submission Time

Apr 13, 2026, 05:28 PM

Committee/Project Name Carolina Yard Demonstration Garden

Report for Quarter: 4th Quarter - Apr-Jun

Committee/Project Chair: Regina Monteith

Standing Committee Member Names: Evelyn Abernathy, Kim Byer, Carla Frantz, Toni Hubbell, Monika Iskersky,

Nancy Maseng, Robin McClellan, Daryll Murono, Susan Wilson

Volunteers Involved this Quarter: Bob Hallman, Jim Hightower, Ed Lyon, Tracy Nunnery, Kim Toogood

Committee/Project Activities and

Accomplishments this Quarter:

The photographs, taken o. 04/13/2026, show the garden coming to life:

‘Thalia’ daffodils and bronze fennel along the outside borderl and

honeysuckle, roses, and yarrow flourishing along the front fence.

The biggest accomplishments of the last two quarters were updating the

Carolina Yard brochure, with a new design courtesy of Intern Kim Byer, without

whom we would still be floundering, new photographs, new text, new

references and QR codes. The brochure was available at the March Board of

Directors meeting, the April membership meeting, they AAMG booth at Soda

City, the NPS Plant Sale, the Extension Office, and to RAMG participants. It will

be available at the AAMG booth at the Plant Sale.

On Wednesday, May 6, the Carolina Yards online course participants will enjoy

a field day at the Carolina Yard Demonstration Garden. They will perform two

service projects: first, sifting compost from the compost bin which last year’s

participants started in May 2025, and second, spreading Stout Ollie compost

around plants in the garden. We are thrilled that Jackie Jordan has become

one of the facilitators of the field day this year. The participants will then have

lunch at Toni Hubbell‘s garden before touring her garden, Jim Hightower‘s

garden, and Val Hutchinson‘s garden, learning about the principles that each

of these gardens exemplify. This field day is not a walk in the park, but a highly

organized workday with lessons to be learned!

The major work effort in the garden itself this quarter has been removing

seedheads, stems, and leaves that we left to illustrate winter interest and

provide food and shelter for wildlife.

We also added plants to the border along the outside of the fence on the right

and replaced some plants that did not overwinter well inside the garden.

We need to wind down our grant of $5000 from Columbia Green by buying

more plants!

Next Quarter Goals: In July and August, we will merely be maintaining the garden. In September

with cooler weather, we can do serious gardening again, replacing plants that

perished in the heat. We also want to publicize the garden ito garden clubs in

Columbia so that program chairs can plan field trips to the Carolina Yard

Demonstration Garden.

Additional Comments or Notes: An offshoot of the field day has been the tours of gardens of RCMGA

members for RCMGA members. Last year the tour was in Spring Valley and

included many of the gardens on the field trip that year. This year the tour will

be in Shandon, Sherwood Forest, and close neighborhoods. It will include

USC’s Belser Arboretum.
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Upload as many as 5 photos, documents, or

videos
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Submitter's First Name Regina

Submitter's Last Name Monteith

Submitter's Email reginamonteith@gmail.com

Submitter's Phone +1 803 556 4141

mailto:reginamonteith@gmail.com
tel:+18035564141


2025-2026 Quarterly Report Form
Submission Time

Apr 13, 2026, 03:41 PM

Committee/Project Name Membership Committee

Report for Quarter: 4th Quarter - Apr-Jun

Committee/Project Chair: Cathy Beattie

Standing Committee Member Names: Scholarship Committee: Mary Steppling (chair), Pam Breen, Marilyn Hogan,

Regina Monteith, Val Hutchinson (ex officio)

Volunteers Involved this Quarter: Those listed above

Committee/Project Activities and

Accomplishments this Quarter:

The Scholarship Committee sent out information about the high school

scholarship to local guidance counselors. As of this date, there have not been

any applications. There were no applications for the partial

scholarship/reimbursement from the fall, 2025 Master Gardener class. The

RCMGA Board approve a $100.00 reimbursement each for up to five

members, to begin next year to pay for attending continuing education

programs; the information and application will be added to the website.

Membership processed 25 applications in the past year.

There are currently 190 members of RCMGA. 151 are full members, 8 are

honorary members, 25 are RCMGA interns, 5 are Kershaw interns and 1 is a

Lexington intern.

Next Quarter Goals: Continue as we have been doing.

Submitter's First Name Cathy

Submitter's Last Name Beattie

Submitter's Email beattie.cathy@gmail.com

Submitter's Phone +1 803 730 3718

1 / 1

mailto:beattie.cathy@gmail.com
tel:+18037303718


2025-2026 Quarterly Report Form
Submission Time

Apr 15, 2026, 03:27 PM

Committee/Project Name Intern/Mentor Program

Report for Quarter: 4th Quarter - Apr-Jun

Committee/Project Chair: Robin McClellan

Standing Committee Member Names: No active committee but 18 RCMGA mentors have been paired with our

newest intern members, graduates of the 2025 MGVTC.

Volunteers Involved this Quarter: Kay Roman (Kim Byer); Sandy Watson (Carolyn Duggan); Susan Wilson (Kristie

Haltiwanger); Mary Steppling (Lawton James); Lala Bowman (Marie Leslie);

Pamela Robinson (Debora Life); Jim Hightower (Kamal Shlon); Bekah Beyes

(Jenna Sims); Nancy Maseng (Kirkland Smith); Cathy Beattie (Leslie Ann

Sully); Debbie Thomas (Deb Wells); Toni Hubbell (Gail Shlon); Tracy Nunnery

(Cedric Middleton); Kia Muse (Kayleigh Locke); Jettie Hunt (Christine Maggi);

Evelyn Abernathy (Taniqua Williams); Anita Turnage (Taylor Glynn); Rich Byer*

(Dan Gooch). *Approaching R. Byer to mentor D. Gooch upon his return from

France.

A special thanks to all the RCMGA members who assisted with the Clemson

Property Tour on 4.1.26 - Debbie Thomas, Val Hutchinson, Toni Hubbell,

Regina Monteith, Tracy Nunnery, Daryll Murono, Nancy Piester and Cathy

Beattie.

Committee/Project Activities and

Accomplishments this Quarter:

Successfully organized a Clemson property tour on Wednesday, April 1st for

RCMGA intern members. Members of the 2025 class and their mentors were

invited to attend. Tour began at the Sandhill Children's Garden where interns

learned more about volunteer opportunities available. RCMGA President, Val

Hutchinson, and SCG Board President, Debbie Thomas, both welcomed the

group. We visited the Compost Education Garden where regular volunteers,

Nancy Piester and Daryll Murono, discussed volunteer activities in this

demonstration garden. Our next stop was the Richland County Extension

Office. RCMGA Membership Chair & Extension Office volunteer, Cathy

Beattie, welcomed the tour attendees. Horticulture Agent, Jackie Jordan,

greeted the group and discussed several volunteer opportunities available at

her location (office shifts and raised bed planting around her building). Steven

Crisp and Mia Fontana, Clemson REC employees, provided transportation for

the group.

A total of 14 attended the tour: nine intern members, two mentors, RCMGA

Intern Coordinator (Robin McClellan), one Clemson REC employee and Steven

Crisp's wife, attended the tour. RCMGA Member, Tracy Nunnery, took photos

of the event.

Chappelle Williams (Class of 2023) earned her initial certification recently and

her bio/photo was included in the March issue of the GIR. Congrats to

Chappelle; mentor: Kia Muse.

1 / 1



Next Quarter Goals: I will continue to keep active lines of communication open between myself,

current interns and mentors and do all within my power to encourage

certification before the deadline of June 30, 2027 (Class of 2025.) We still have

one intern remaining from the Class of 2023 (Sara Kent) and three from the

Class of 2024 (Julia Baker, Doug Hartley, and Katie Alice Walker) that need

individual certification completion assistance. I will reach out to request help

from mentors in regard to these intern members.

Email sent on 4.15 to recently certified MGs - Chappelle Williams and Jennifer

Robinson - extending an invitation to the RCMGA June Awards Gala on 6.2.26;

requested information for permanent name badges and Clemson extension

certificates.

Additional Comments or Notes: I have learned that Jackie Jordan won't be conducting a MGVTC in the fall of

2026 as she has done for 2023, 2024 and 2025. She will teach the next course

in the Spring of 2027.

It continues to be a challenge to get intern members involved that are working

full-time; we have limited weekend events.

Upload as many as 5 photos, documents, or

videos

DSCF0151-26.jpeg

Submitter's First Name Robin

Submitter's Last Name McClellan

Submitter's Email rcmgainternmentor@gmail.com

Submitter's Phone +1 573 344 3715

mailto:rcmgainternmentor@gmail.com
tel:+15733443715


2025-2026 Quarterly Report Form
Submission Time

Apr 15, 2026, 03:26 PM

Committee/Project Name Community Education

Report for Quarter: 3rd Quarter - Jan-Mar

Committee/Project Chair: Susan Wilson

Standing Committee Member Names: N/A

Volunteers Involved this Quarter: Speakers: Lawrence Haselden, Pam Robinson (2), Jettie Hunt, Diane Perdue-

Shupe, Sandy Watson, Debbie Thomas, Susan Wilson (3), Toni Hubbell, Lynn

Derrick, Bekah Keyes.

Speaker Assistants: Betsy Russell (2), Kamal Shlon (4), Pamela Simmons-

Beasley, Gail Shlon, Kristie Haltiwanger, Marie Leslie, Taniqua Williams, Debora

Life

Committee/Project Activities and

Accomplishments this Quarter:

Continuing to up-date Power Points.

Next Quarter Goals: Continue current program, finding speakers as needed, up-dating Power

Points, creating 1-page handouts with logo. I am starting to think about

succession planning. Would like to continue in this capacity another year or

two, but then consider handing it off, or creating an "assistant" role so

someone could start learning the position

Additional Comments or Notes: From September 2025 to 31 March 2026, Community Education presented 26

programs. From April through June 2026, we have 15 programs scheduled.

Total for the year will be 41, but may increase. I added 2 programs this week,

and could get more.

Submitter's First Name Susan

Submitter's Last Name Wilson

Submitter's Email susanlwwilson@hotmail.com

Submitter's Phone +1 937 657 2192

1 / 1

mailto:susanlwwilson@hotmail.com
tel:+19376572192


2025-2026 Quarterly Report Form
Submission Time

Apr 12, 2026, 03:58 PM

Committee/Project Name Website/Social Media

Report for Quarter: 3rd Quarter - Jan-Mar

Committee/Project Chair: Kay Roman

Standing Committee Member Names: Kay Roman

Volunteers Involved this Quarter: Cathy Beattie, Lala Bowman

Committee/Project Activities and

Accomplishments this Quarter:

1. Updated the website and all social media with new logo and brand colors.

2. Promoted the 2026 Home & Garden Show through the website and social

media.

3. Created a free, non-profit account for Canva to create social media posts,

flyers, the Digest and other print items.

4. Created and started implementing a promotional campaign for the 2026

Annual Plant Sale. Created a weekly plant sale update for the membership.

5. Continued updating the website with current community plant and wildlife-

related events and Clemson and USC continuing education opportunities.

6. Created a flyer and website page for the Victory Garden project and

demonstration garden.

7. Designed the monthly president's calendar.

Next Quarter Goals: 1. Continue updating website and social media activities.

2. Update the Carolina Yard page on the website with the new photos used in

the brochure.

3. Implement the promotional campaign for the Annual Plant Sale

Submitter's First Name Kay

Submitter's Last Name Roman

Submitter's Email kayroman28@gmail.com

Submitter's Phone +1 803 603 2967

1 / 1

mailto:kayroman28@gmail.com
tel:+18036032967
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