RCMGA Board Meeting
May 28, 2026
St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields Episcopal Church

Attending: Karen Zimmerman, Evelyn Abernathy, Elaine Jeter, Toni Hubbell, Regina Monteith,
Karlann Brenner, Debbie Thomas, Kay Roman, Susan Wilson, Robin McClellan, Sandy Watson,
Val Hutchinson (presiding). Proxy: Val Hutchinson for Cathy Beattie

Call to Order, Establishment of a Quorum: Val called the meeting to order at 2:02 p.m.; a
quorum was present. Toni made a motion to approve the agenda for the meeting, which was
seconded by Elaine.

Approval of the Minutes: Regina moved to approve the minutes, which was seconded by
Susan. The minutes of the April board meeting were approved.

Due dates of the project director reports were also discussed. Currently, reports are due in
October, February, and April. After a brief discussion, Susan made a motion that project director
reports be due twice a year, in November and April. Seconded by Toni. The motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Heidi had circulated the Treasurer’s report for April via email prior to the
meeting.

Checking account balance: $ 12,635.00

Savings account balance: $19,730.00

The board accepted the Treasurer’s report as information.

There was some discussion on the due date of annual membership dues. May 30 has been the
advertised due date, but the board thought that June 30 would be a better date, since annual
membership is from July to June. Kay will put a note on the website and in the next RCMGA
Digest to reflect this change. Heidi requested that project directors submit amounts needed for
next year, as work will begin soon on the 2026-2027 budget. Heidi also reported that, after
accounting for the cost of tables, tents, and supplies, the annual plant sale netted $147 more than

projected. Overall, fundraising activities this year exceeded projected income by more than
$500.

WIS News Interviews: Val reported that WIS News did a great job of promoting the annual
plant sale with the interviews they conducted at the Children’s Garden and at their studio. Kay
will check to see if there is a link to all the interviews that can be put on the RCMGA website.

Intern Update: Robin reported that approximately half of the 2025 interns still have not earned
even one hour towards certification. Many of the interns are working full time and find earning
the necessary hours for the Rent-a-Master Gardener requirement challenging. Susan reported
that Jackie Jordan, Clemson Urban Horticulture Agent, has said that interns may earn hours
without going on a site visit, by completing research based upon the questionnaire from the
initial home visit. Robin has also submitted a list to Heidi with the names of interns who have
certified and will need nametags. Jackie is working on the certificates for the newly certified
interns which will be distributed at the luncheon on June 2. Toni mentioned that she will need
intern biographies by June 10 for the next issue of GIR.

June 2 Awards Luncheon: Evelyn reported that she and Sandy will go to the Quonset hut to
retrieve the tablecloths and serving utensils on the Monday before the luncheon. Evelyn will
also get the tea, lemonade, water, and ice. Debbie will bring the flowers for centerpieces on the
day of the luncheon. Tim will set up the sound system at the Lake House and Sandy will take the



leftover food to the Oliver Gospel Mission. So far 45 members have signed up to attend. Evelyn
will send out another SignUpGenius to all members. No program is planned so there will be time
for the presentation of awards and possible videos.

Awards Committee Report: Val reported that Susan Wilson and Kay Roman will each receive
an award for Volunteer of the Year. Linda Bradley and Lawrence Haselden will receive the
Golden Trowel Award for their services this past three years. Val will also be presenting a few
special awards.

New Award Category: Val reported that the Awards Committee would like to add a half
scholarship of $150.00 to the Honorary Master Gardener Award for Kim Toogood and Ed Lyon.
This year, the committee would like to give the Outstanding Community Volunteer Award to
Blaine Moore and Jeannette Dobrich for their outstanding services to the Children’s Garden.

New Business:

The retirement date for Stan Perry, Director, Special Projects, has not been released, but his
replacement Tonya McManus is now working in the Agribusiness Center of the Sandhill
Research and Education Center. She has been invited to the June luncheon.

The Tomato Tasting will be held on July 20 in Lexington.

The board agreed that the 2026 Master Gardeners Garden Tour was excellent with a nice variety
of gardens. Attendance was lower than expected, possibly because the tour was held over
Mother’s Day weekend. Kay estimated that approximately 20 people visited her garden. It was
decided that a committee will be set up to plan the 2027 Gardener Garden Tour. Regina
suggested locating gardens of RCMGA members in the 29206 and 29204 zip codes. There was
also some discussion of allowing interns to earn certification hours by assisting Master
Gardeners prepare their gardens for future tours as well as helping on the day of the tour.
Another suggestion was to allow interns to research specific plants in a garden and present the
facts to visitors on the day of the tour. This would allow interns to earn certification hours. Robin
will check with Jackie to see if this is an acceptable way for interns to earn certification hours.

Sandy reported on the upcoming field trip to Jenks Farmer’s Lily Farm on Beech Island on
Saturday, September 26 from 9:30 a.m. — 2:30 p.m. The farm is approximately 1 2 hours from
Columbia. There will be a $45 per person fee which will include a tour of the farm, a chef
prepared meal, and access to the garden store where plants from the property and native plants
will be for sale. No pets or outside food will be allowed on the tour. Individual carpools will be
the mode of transportation, although Sandy volunteered to drive a 15-passenger van. There needs
to be a minimum of twelve members for the tour to take place and a maximum of forty. A single
payment is preferred, so Heidi offered to help collect payments. A SignUpGenius will be sent
out in August. Kay will also add to the online calendar.

Val announced that she will ask Mary Steppling to call the Scholarship recipients to verify their
attendance at the June 2 luncheon. Mary will introduce recipients and give out the scholarships
at the luncheon.

Toni reported that Shannon Seegers, Statewide Coordinator of the Master Gardener Program for
Clemson Extension, visited the Carolina Yard Demonstration Garden on May 13. She stayed for
nearly two hours taking pictures of the 12 Carolina Yard Principles signs and visiting each of the



areas within the Children’s Garden. She was greatly impressed with all the gardens. Toni
suggested that she be invited to visit other projects such as the Compost Garden and Turf Grass
Demonstration Area.

The meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Karen Zimmerman

RCMGA Secretary

Next Board Meeting: Thursday, June 25, 2026



