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March 2026 LCMGV Membership Meeting 
By Richenda Batson 

March 23, 2026 

Lexington Extension Office 10am -12:30am  

 

 

 

Speaker: Pam Robinson, 

RCMGV 

 

“Honey Bees in the Garden”  

Bee Basics Honey Bees were first imported to North America in 1692. Honey Bees, primarily Apis mellifera from Europe, are  
non-native, essential agricultural livestock introduced to North America for pollination and honey production. Honey bees help 
pollinate many U.S. crops like vegetables, fruits and nuts. In a single year, one honey bee colony can gather about 40 pounds of 
pollen and 265 pounds of nectar. Honey bees increase our nation's crop values each year by more than 15 billion dollars.  
Scientists estimate that one out of every three bites of food we eat exists because of insect pollinators like bees, butterflies and 
moths.  While important in the pollination of many crops, honey bees are also significant competitors of native bees and should 
not be introduced in conservation areas, parks, or areas where you want to foster the conservation of native plants and native 
bees. 

Democracy “Honeybees make decisions collectively—and democratically. Every year, faced with the life-or-death problem of 
choosing and traveling to a new home, honeybees stake everything on a process that includes collective fact-finding, vigorous 
debate, and consensus building” (Thomas D. Seeley) Honey Bees are a fully functioning group working on a democracy. All bees 
have jobs and their place in democracy.  They are Foragers, Drones, Scouts, Guards, Cleaners, Wax Maker, Undertaker, Nurse 
bees and usually just one Queen per hive. The dominant queen will kill the other queen. Drones have sex with the queen and 
then they die happily.    

Guiding Principles of Bee Keeping: 

1.  Quality, Quantity & Variety of plants  

Environmental Stress from - Chemical Sprays, Extreme Temperature, Varroa Mites, external parasite which causes colony  
collapse.  Bees need quality pollen and nectar from a large variety and number of high quality flowers.  1 Forager bee visits 100 
flowers per day, making 10-15 trips to carry pollen and nectar back to the hive.   

2. 4 Season Plants - Honey bees need food for all four seasons.  Starvation in the winter is the # 1 
cause of hive collapse. Food sources comes from flowers, trees and shrubs, Dogwoods, Tupelo,  
Golden Rod, Asters, Poison Ivy, Henbit, Borage, Clover, Zinnia, Bee Balm, Agastache, Marigolds,  
Hyssop, Rosemary, Lavender, Ageratum, Daisy, Clover. Pollen is protein and nectar provides  
carbohydrates. 
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March 2026 LCMGV Membership Meeting (cont.) 
By Richenda Batson 

 

March 23, 2026 

Lexington Extension Office 10am -12:30am  

 

 

 

3. Mow Less - leave the Dandelion, Henbit, Clover and weeds for the bees.  Mowing destroys native ground bees in early spring.   

4.  Color - Bees like blue and purple 

5. Flower Fidelity - Bees tend to visit the same plants over and over again 

6. Native vs. Non-native - “If you can grow native, go for it. Grow what you can”  

Side note: There’s a new Non-native Invasive Predator - “Yellow Legged Hornet” threatening bees, an equal opportunity 
predator.  This large Asian predator grabs forager bees, takes the pollen and then eats the abdomen of the forage bee.  
These predators are difficult to catch as they nest in tops of trees.  Their nests are 4 times the size of a Paper Wasp Nest.  
They are a serious threat to all bees, native and non-native. 

7. Trees and Shrubs - Provide more food for bees than flowers. Sourwood Honey - Highly desired honey.  Honey is the reward for 
being a good beekeeper.  Buy local honey as it is more beneficial to you and supports our local economy.   

8. Simple is Best - Bees like a landing pad and they like pollen that is easy to access.  Plants featuring wide, accessible centers or 
massive, globular blooms that act as feeding stations.  Bee Balm, Daisies, Asters, Coneflowers, Sunflowers and Alliums.  

9. Water - Water is essential to make bee bread to feed brood.  Water and pollen make bee bread.  Water can be clean or mucky 
but needs a landing pad, like a large stone for bees to land.       

10.  Organic - is always best. Bees are sensitive and die from chemicals.  

11.. Unhappy Bees - Bees without food, sufficient space or invasion by other organisms will leave the hive by creating a swarm.  
This creates an opportunity to create 2 hives.  The queen has a special pheromone which causes all bees to follow her. A hive will 
not survive without a queen.  The nurse bees will feed the queen royal jelly. Royal jelly is a nutrient-rich, creamy white secretion 
produced by worker bees from their pharyngeal glands to feed larvae and the queen bee.  Bees have facial recognition and do 
not sting unless provoked.    
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March 2026 LCMGV Membership Meeting (cont.) 
By Richenda Batson 

 

March 23, 2026 

Lexington Extension Office 10am -12:30am  

 

 

 

Reminder: Please sign up to set up the room, set up AV (training available) and bring a snack 
when you register for the meeting. There were no volunteers to tidy up after the March 
Meeting.  Your assistance is greatly appreciated. 

Open Position: Education Chair is an open position, please see Susan Reese for more  
information.  

Speakers needed: April 14th and April 21st, please see Susan Reese for more information. 

Welcome New Interns!  

Plant Sales:  

3-27 (3:30 pm - 6:30 pm) 3-28 (9:00 am - 12 pm) Irmo Middle School 6051 Westcott Road, Irmo  

3-27 & 3-28 (8:00 am -2:00 pm) Old Turtle Pond Farm @ 136 Pat Road, Lexington 

3-31 - 4-2 (8:30 am - 3:00 pm) Lexington Technology Center - 2421 Augusta Hwy & Gilbert High School 

4-10 (10 am - 4 pm) 4-11 (8 am - 4:00 pm) Historic Columbia Foundation at Hampton Preston 

4-11 (10 am) Midlands Native Plant Sale at 114 Riverchase Court, Lexington 

4-11 (9 am -3 pm) Lexington County Herb Fest at Lexington County Museum  

4-18 (8 am - 11 am) Riverbanks Zoo at 1201 Seminole Dr., West Columbia 

Next Meeting: April 20th at Lexington Extension Office 

Hospitality at 10:00 am followed by business meeting and continuing education 10:30 am to 11:30 am 
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Meet our 2025 Interns and New Members 

By Patti Langston 

 

We are fortunate to have such an enthusiastic intern group this year. Our interns include Anita Blake, Beverly Breuer, Cathi  

Christmus, Julie Hall, Wendell Hunter, Aprille Maynor, Clare McGill, Paula Nelson, Lesa Rice-Jackson, Pamela Simmons-Beasley, 

and Helen Zimbro. We also welcomed Harriette Edmonds who came to us from RCMGV. Many of these new folks shared some 

personal information about themselves, and I am proud to share this with all of you readers  

 

Harriette Edmonds  

uneedart@gmail.com 

Harriette recently transferred her membership from RCMGV after moving to the Presbyterian Home from the Spring Valley area. 

She taught Elementary Art for 33 years. She is an artist (painter, Basketmaker, potter, weaver and crafts), an art teacher, and loves 

all plants. She has painted cleome, jasmine, iris, cala lilies and African Violets, to name a few. She is currently making Gelli prints 

using plants. Her father was a Master Gardener, had a nursery, knew everything about plants, and she grew up learning from him. 

She has volunteered in libraries, NICU’s, schools: and the MG Children's Garden in Richland County. 

Pamela Simmons-Beasley   

psbeasleylaw@outlook.com   

Pamela is a native Charlestonian but has made Columbia her home since 1989. After earning 

her law degree from the USC School of Law in 1993, 16 years after completing her  

undergraduate degree at Emory University, she opened her law practice with a focus on  

consumer bankruptcy. In 2016 she was appointed to serve as a Chapter 13 Bankruptcy Trustee 

for the District of South Carolina. She retired in 2024 and now enjoys spending time with her 

husband, Paul, who is also retired, there three adult children, DeAnna, Erin, Paul Anthony, and 

being "Nana" to her two grandchildren, Eden (6) and Ellington (5 months). She has also  

volunteered with Homeless No More, CARE (Credit Abuse Resistance Education), Prisma Health 

Midlands Foundation, Prisma Health Breast Cancer Walk for Life and Pine Grove AME Church. 

Her favorite plant is her Thanksgiving cactus which she has had for more than a decade. It  

continues to bloom each year, although not always at Thanksgiving. In fact, it is in full bloom 

now. She was inspired by her grandmother’s garden. Her grandmother farmed sugar cane, corn, watermelon, beans and peas, but 

her flower garden was her joy. She learned of the Master Gardener program from her office manager, who is a Master  

Gardener in Richland County, and decided to pursue certification upon retirement.  

         

Paula Nelson  

pnsouth07@yahoo.com 

Paula is originally from Detroit. She is an engineer by trade and worked in the automotive industry until 2007.  She worked for 

Trane Technologies until she retired in 2020.  Since then, she has worked part-time coaching tennis, teaching MTC classes,  

tutoring math, substitute teaching, and working at Wingard’s Market.  She has 2 adult kids, David and Stephanie, both recently 

married, and both are expecting their first child.  

Her favorite plant is the Elephant Ear with its massive leaves, just like an elephant! It’s easy to grow, and deer have not eaten yet. 

Not only does she love plants, but she is also an avid traveler, loves nature and the outdoors.  She also enjoys sports, especially 

tennis, biking and swimming.  
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Meet our 2025 Interns and New Members (cont’d) 

By Patti Langston 

 

Anita Blake  

anitamblake@gmail.com  

Anita grew up on a family farm in the Panhandle of Nebraska, received her BA from the University of 

Montana and her MBA from the University of New Haven, CT. She. lived in North Carolina before  

relocating to Lexington in October 2025.  She was a Certified Master Gardener in North Carolina and 

wants to continue this work in Lexington. She has more than 30 years’ experience in non-profit grant 

writing, academic advising, fundraising, as well as school garden programming and development. She 

does not currently work outside the garden. Besides Lexington Master Gardener Volunteers, she also 

volunteers with the South Carolina Native Plant Society. 

Her favorite plant is the blueberry. It is delicious, nutritious, a great pollinator, and a beautiful shrub. 

Her gardening superpower is composting.  She also enjoys sourdough bread baking, preparing and 

preserving garden produce and all things fermented, such as pickles, kefir, yogurt, kimchi,  

sauerkraut and kombucha. 

 

Julie Hall  

MGjules@tutamail.com  

Julie is a native South Carolinian. She went to the University of South Carolina and just to keep life spicy, she married another  

native South Carolinian who attended Clemson.  They have a beautiful daughter (14) who maintains that both schools are great 

and is not sure where she wants to go.  Both of her grandmothers were avid gardeners.  One was into flowers and the other 

worked in the field.  She was influenced by them both. They probably never knew how much so, in relation to gardening and 

planting, but she hopes to one day pass those things down to her daughter and her daughters' children. 

She has had numerous jobs, the most important of which is being a stay-at-home mother and care giver. She currently works part 

time at Seven Oaks Plant Shop. She is also involved with Light House for Life, Episcopal Church of St. Simon & St. Jude, Irmo  

Athletics, and Quail Valley Swim & Raquet Club. Her favorite flowers are the different bulb varieties that she has from her  

grandmother’s yard. She wants to expand her knowledge of plants, but wants to learn more about caring for and protecting 

plants and how to best use them together.  

 

Beverly Breuer 

beverlybb1976@gmail.com 

Beverly grew up in Hampton County, SC.  She attended the University of South Carolina, with an undergraduate degree in Biology 

and a Master's degree in Public Health.  She worked at DHEC for 32 years and Senior Resources for 12 years.  She has been retired 

for 2 years. She has an amazing husband, son, daughter-in-law and granddaughter. She has always loved plants and was  

influenced by her parents. Her dad always had great vegetable gardens, and her mom liked roses and camellias. She has two cats 

and a dog and loves the Gamecocks, crafting, running and church activities. She is also involved with Bethany Women's Circle at 

St. David Lutheran Church, Columbia Running Club, Trenholm Arts Guild, and Cayce Artists Guild. She also loves daylilies, the  

variety of the 10,000+ cultivars and their profuse blooms. In fact, she stays busy with her daylily club projects.  
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Meet our 2025 Interns and New Members (cont’d) 

By Patti Langston 

 

Aprille Maynor 

aprilleamaynormg@gmail.com 

Aprille was born in Charleston and remained in the Lowcountry her entire life. She has been married to her husband for 34 years 

and has 3 grown children. The baby (23 years old) recently got married and left home. She is adjusting to an empty nest, and  

gardening has helped fill in the gaps of time. Her children live locally and she spends a lot of time with them when they are not 

working. She lives on 3 acres in Summerville which used to be a rural area but has seen vast development in the last 5 years. She 

was a nurse until her 3rd child was born, at which time she decided to stay at home to be a mom and wife. She was very involved 

with her kids’ schools, serving on School Improvement Committees, baseball, band boosters, 4-H, and PTA boards. She has  

volunteered with the Vietnam Traveling wall, visited with people at Assisted Living, attended equestrian events with her daughter 

and did lots of fundraising with school organizations. She does not work outside her home. 

She loves all kinds of plants including lilies, landscape shrubs, flowers and all trees.  Oaks, River Birch, maples, cedar and cypress, 

fruit trees, and long leaf pine are some of her favorites. She loves vegetable gardening, starting seeds and watching them grow to 

maturity and then using them in her cooking. She has 2 dogs, 2 cats and 15 chickens. She enjoys being outside, digging in the dirt, 

crafting – especially pottery, cooking and meeting new people.  

 

 

Cathi Christmus  

sidhe@windstream.net 

Cathi grew up in Lexington and graduated from Lexington High School. She worked for the State Department of Mental Health as 

the Director of Occupational Therapy and Integrative Therapies, and retired after 29 years of service. She is currently Secretary of 

AMTA-SC (American Massage Therapy Association) and has been involved with SC Occupational Therapists Association. She  

volunteered as a wildlife caretaker/rehabber from 1998 to 2003 for Carolina Wildlife Care and was on the film selection  

committee for The Nick in the early 2000s. 

Her favorite plants are yarrow, St. John's wort and mullein plants! She loves herbs and medicinal plants as well as native plants. 

Because of the rocky, clay ground, she primarily keeps her herbs in raised beds or pots, and plants veggies in bags for a summer 

garden. She prefers a natural area to a lawn and has ground cover plants spreading throughout her back garden. In fact, her yard 

was certified as a Backyard Wildlife Habitat by the National Wildlife Federation back in the mid-90s. She was raised to respect 

nature and has always had plants of some kind. Her family always had gardens, and they’ve kept and shared heirloom plants from 

family members. She became a Master Gardener because she wants to be involved with horticulture in a more structured and 

educational manner and to darken her green thumb!  
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Meet our 2025 Interns and New Members (cont’d) 

By Patti Langston 

 

Clare McGill   

clarenm@me.com  

Clare grew up in Marion SC and currently lives in Chapin. She graduated from MUSC in Occupational Therapy. She has practiced in 

a variety of settings including hospital, home health, and outpatient. Now she is semi-retired. She continues to work outpatient at 

Lexington Medical and has 2 long-term special needs patients she has seen for many years. She is married to Hack McGill and has 

two sons, both grown and married. She had her first grandson, named after her father, in August 2025.  

The hydrangeas she transplanted from her mother’s yard are her favorites.  She also enjoys her vegetable and herb gardens. In 

addition to gardening, she enjoys singing and pickle ball. She sings to nursing homes with the Chapin Chippers, volunteers in her 

church, and is a member of the Hand Therapy Association, Unity Church of Lake Murray, and the Junior League of Columbia. 

 

 

Helen Zimbro   

zimbroh@gmail.com 

Helen is originally from Fairfax, VA which is a suburb of Washington, DC. Helen, however, prefers to say she is a “Blue Ridge 

Mountain" girl or a "Shenandoah Valley" girl. Helen worked as a secretary for 38 years. She worked at South Carolina State  

University in the School of Accounting for the Dean of Students and for the Director of the Computer Center. 

Her husband encouraged her to take the Master Gardener course! So, together after 57 years of marriage, they are so excited to 

finally be able to work together on a project that they both enjoy! Also, she finally has the time to learn and to help her husband 

with his management of Chestnut Community Farms nonprofit and the Living Wright Foundation. 

Pansies and violas are her favorites because they are so delicate and beautiful and last so long. They were also her father’s  

favorites. She hopes to be able to do presentations at our Lexington Libraries for children in memory of her dear Mother, who 

retired many years ago as Medical Librarian at the VA Hospital, Martinsburg, WV and was also on the board of the Calhoun  

County Library after moving here to SC.   
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Intern Brunch 

By Robyn Pekarsky 

 

Intern Brunch On Friday February 13th I hosted an Intern Brunch at my home in Chapin.  
 
We have 11 new Interns from the class of 2025.  
 
Seven Interns attended the brunch. (Mentors did not attend but I wanted to recognize them)  
Those in attendance:  
• Beverly Breuer from West Columbia (Mentor - Melody Lindsey)  
• Julie Hall from Columbia (Mentor - Mary Jane White)  
• Wendell Hunter (Mentor - Scotty Grigsby)  
• Lesa Rice -Jackson from St. Matthews (Mentor Vickie Zarnick)  
• Pamela Simmons- Beasley from Irmo (Mentor Annette Bethel)  
• Paula Nelson from Lexington (Mentor Patti Langston)  
• Cathi Christmus from Lexington (Mentor Shawn Grover)  
 
• Patti Langston - Membership Chair  
• Sue Banks presented our Inservice  
• Robyn Pekarsky - host and Intern/ Mentor Coordinator  
 
Sue Banks did a wonderful job presenting an Inservice about LCMGV.  
Everyone brought their laptops to practice and handouts were given for them to follow along.  
Items Sue covered were LCMGV acronyms.  
• LCMGV website- covering log in information and passwords. A review of internal website  
• Sign-up Genius  
• Extension Office Volunteering for Interns  
• Ask a Master Gardener Events  
• Garden like a Master Program  
• Speakers Bureau  
• Plant sale & plant digs Our fundraisers, Membership and Clemson logging hours.  
 
We enjoyed a breakfast casserole, fruit salad, pastries and Mimosas!  
I think everyone enjoyed getting to know each other a little better.  
It was a very productive morning with a lot of learning to help make the transition to LCMGV easier for 
our Interns. 
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April Showers Bring May...Daylilies! 

By Beverly Breuer 

 
Entering a daylily show might not be on your bucket list, 
but the intent of this article is to convince you to go from 
being daunted to dazzled at your ability to successfully 
enter a show and hopefully win award ribbons. This article 
is not exhaustive and only applies to entering a registered 
daylily, not a seedling that you have hybridized yourself.  
 
Daylilies belong to the genus Hemerocallis and are native 
to Asia. Great improvements have been made since the 
early 1930’s when the primary colors were yellow, orange 
and brownish red. Now, daylilies are an explosion of  
colors, shapes, textures and sizes. Daylilies are appealing 
because they are drought-tolerant, grow in a variety of landscapes and geographical locations and climates, and are hardy.  
Even though each bloom is only open for a day (Hemerocallis = “beauty for a day”), plants are known to produce a profusion of 
blooms (and reblooms) from late spring until fall.  
 
With over 100,000 cultivars registered by the American Daylily (Hemerocallis) Society (ADS or AHS), odds are that you have a 
few of these durable perennials in your garden. Daylilies flourish in the Midlands, with peak blooming time from late May 
through the first two weeks of June. Clubs host shows during this time period to afford optimal opportunity for entry selection. 
The local club, the Mid-Carolina Daylily Society, will be hosting its annual accredited AHS show on June 6, 2026, at the Asbury 
Memorial United Methodist Church in Columbia.  
 
The initial and most important qualification to enter a daylily in an accredited show is that it must be registered with the AHS.  
All registered daylilies can be found in the AHS database at https://daylilies.org/search/ and is a comprehensive listing of  
registered cultivars. This inventory is very useful in that it indicates the hybridizer’s name, shows a photo of the bloom and  
includes pertinent info such as the bloom color(s) and patterns, bloom size, bloom form (double, unusual form etc.) plant height 
and branching.  This description is the standard by which your entry will be judged.  
 
There are great resources available about daylilies in general that help prepare you to enter a show. They include  
https://daylilies.org/  (link to the National organization) and more specifically https://daylilies.org/get-involved/exhibitions/  
“Preparing to Exhibit Daylilies.” One can even purchase “Daylily Exhibitions” which is a handbook used by exhibitors, show 
chairs and judges. The AHS website also has tips on transporting daylilies to shows.  
 
So, you have beautiful, registered daylilies in bloom are eager to enter a show – what next?  
 

Assemble a grooming kit to bring with you to the show so your entries will look pretty for the judges.  As a minimum, you 
should have an X-acto or similar knife or sharp pocket knife (for removing brown bracts and spent bloom remains); 
magnifying glass;  small, sharp scissors and/or fingernail clippers (to remove dead or dried brown bracts); tweezers (to 
remove anything that does not belong); cotton balls (if needed to help secure shorter scapes or stalks in the entry  
container so the scape appears well-balanced);  and cotton swabs and a small paint brush (for removing pollen, dust, 
spider webs, etc.). Make sure you know how to use these tools to groom your daylilies. Attending a demonstration in 
person is by far the best way to learn proper grooming. 

 
One or two days before the show: Walk around your garden and try to estimate what might be in bloom on show day. It is 

good to do this several times while you are deadheading. Look at how the branches are arranged – the blooms should 
open so they do not interfere with each other. It is better to choose a scape that is balanced, straight, strong and is 
close to the height shown in the AHS Daylily Database. Be aware foliage flaws.  

https://daylilies.org/search/
https://daylilies.org/
https://daylilies.org/get-involved/exhibitions/
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April Showers Bring May...Daylilies! (cont’d) 

By Beverly Breuer 

Note again that your entry will be judged against the description in the Database relative to bloom color, size and 
shape; branching and bud count. The bloom must meet its registered size. For example, if the bloom size in the  
database is shown as 7”, do not choose one that is 5.5”; if the database shows 5-way branching, do not choose a scape 
with 2 branches.  
 

The day before the show: Make notes of names and locations of potential entries, perhaps even marking them carefully 
with ribbon. You will be scrambling the morning of the show (perhaps by flashlight!) to select your best scapes and 
advance preparation will make this process run more smoothly. Have your buckets (covered with chicken wire or other 
wire), jars or bottles in crates, PVC pipes – transport container – ready and partially filled with water. There are  
numerous designs and you can construct what works best for you.  If you plan to enter cultivars with different scape 
heights, make sure to have containers that will safely transport them without damaging the scapes and blooms. Try to 
select blooms from a variety of categories as most of the entries will be Section 2, Large Flowers.  

 
Begin the process of completing the entry tags. Using address labels will save valuable time.  Tags should be available in 

advance from your local club and “Preparing to Exhibit Daylilies” is a great tutorial.  Volunteers will also provide tags 
and help you complete them at the show, but remember, they will be very busy. Use info on-line and in the Daylily  
Exhibition handbook to assist you. Educate yourself as much as possible in advance.  

 
The following categories will be judged, and the applicable Section number must be completed on the tag.  Volunteers can 

guide you in completing the remaining portion of your tag.  

• Section 1: Registered, EXTRA LARGE Flowers – 7″ or more in diameter 

• Section 2: Registered, LARGE Flowers – 4.5″ or more but under 7″ in diameter 

• Section 3: Registered, SMALL Flowers – 3″ or more but under 4.5″ in diameter 

• Section 4: Registered, Miniature Flowers – Less than 3″ in diameter 

• Section 5: Registered, Double, Polymerous, and Multiform Flowers 

• Section 6: Registered, Spider Flowers – Spider ratio 4.0:1 or greater 

• Section 7: Registered, Unusual Form Flowers 

 
The morning of the show: Look for “perfect” blooms with no 

blemishes, tears, malformations, overlapping blooms, 
etc. Select scapes that have little insect or other damage. 
The best entries are usually the scapes with first blooms 
so there will be no spent bloom scars to groom. Perform 
as much grooming as possible at home. Be very careful 
when loading the scapes for transportation so they will 
be adequately spaced apart to avoid damage to petals 
and sepals.  

 
At the show: An area for you to groom your entries will be 

available.  When you feel your grooming is finished,  
ensure the entry tag is complete and position each scape 
in the container provided. Once you turn your entry over 
to Classification, you cannot handle your entry again.  
Now it is hurry up and wait! Relax – the hard part is over. 
Note that you will not be allowed in the area where the 
judging takes place until the judges are done and gives 
permission for visitors to enter.   
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April Showers Bring May...Daylilies! (cont’d) 

By Beverly Breuer 

Judging:  A rigorous point scoring system is used. Cultivars are judged according to: 
Form – placement of petals and sepals, flower shape – true to cultivar as registered  
Texture – tissue structure is true to cultivar (such as smooth, ribbed, shiny) 
Substance – thickness of tissue structure – crisp and firm 
Color – true to cultivar as registered 
Size - diameter of the bloom according to cultivar  
Condition - physical state of the bloom at time of judging such as fresh, clean, unblemished.  
Scapes – height, strength, branching 
Grooming – poor grooming has traditionally been a source of penalizing entries  

 
Blue ribbons are awarded to cultivars that score 90 or above; Red to a score of 85 or above; and yellow to 80 or above. Purple 
ribbons are given to Blue Ribbon entries that score 95 or more.  Section Purple Ribbon entries are judged to award the Section 
winner to the most outstanding purple winning entry. Each Section winner goes to the Head Table and are judged against each 
other for the coveted Best-in-Show Rosette.  

 

After the show: Take photos of winners, your entries, any ribbons you were awarded, etc. Make notes on what cultivars 
showed well, what went well and any improvements that could be made (such as better grooming, etc.).  Remember 
this is a learning experience and do not get discouraged.  

 
For the Mid-Carolina Daylily Society show on June 6, entries will be accepted between 8-10:30 a.m.  After 2 p.m., visitors will be 
allowed to walk among the beautiful entries and see the winners.  A daylily sale will also be held. Even if you are not quite  
confident enough to enter a show, visit one to ask questions, gain knowledge from what others have done and enjoy the  
gorgeous blooms.  The daylilies are there for your viewing pleasure. Daylily club members will be glad to answer questions and 
give you pointers – they want you to learn and succeed.  This further supports the mission of the American Hemerocallis Society 
to provide the general public with education and exposure to the daylily. Enjoy! 
 
 
Sources:  
https://daylilies.org/  (American Hemerocallis Society) 
Daylily Exhibitions, A practical Handbook for daylily exhibitors, judges and 
show chairs; 2018; ISBN: 9798840821886 (available on Amazon) 
 
Beverly Breuer 
Beverlybb1976@gmail.com 
Master Gardener Intern 

https://daylilies.org/
mailto:Beverlybb1976@gmail.com
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What Exactly is Permaculture? 

By Helen Zimbro 

 

Soil fertility, improving the tilth and nutrients, is the basis of a thriving permaculture landscape. Soil life is the key piece of 

working with your landscape. It all starts with a soil sample. It's wise to take several samples in an area; aim to get a  

cross-section of soil from the top 6 inches, not including organic matter that has not yet decomposed.  

You can, in addition to sending your sample off, use your nose to get a feel for your soil’s ph. Acidic soils tend to smell sour, 

while alkaline soils tend to smell sweet. Most plants like a soil pH between 5.5 and 7.0.  

Several Macronutrients are used by plants in fairly large quantities. These include nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium, sulfur, 

calcium, and magnesium. Nitrogen (N) is what fuels growth and leaf production. Phosphorous (P) helps plants to flower and 

produce fruit and seeds. Potassium (K) helps to make plants more resistant to environmental damage and diseases. These are 

sometimes referred to as “The Big Three”.  

Plants also need Micronutrients, or trace elements, in smaller quantities to stay healthy. Essential Micronutrients include  

boron, copper, iron, chloride, manganese, molybdenum and zinc. Even though these amounts needed are extremely small, 

plants will not be healthy without adequate quantities of these. If your plants appear unhealthy, you can look up the  

symptoms on a plant nutrient deficiency chart. In this way, plants can serve as indicators of soil health.  

So, what exactly is Permaculture? Permaculture is a holistic design system modeled on natural ecosystems to create  

sustainable human habitats. It combines ethical principles with practical strategies to integrate land, resources, people and 

the environment into mutually beneficial synergies. But, again, it all starts with the soil.  

THE THREE CORE ETHICS  

● Earth Care: Rebuilding soil, forests, and biodiversity  

● People Care: Ensuring access to resources necessary for existence.  

● Fair Share: Limiting consumption and redistributing surplus.  

SOURCE: Practical Permaculture for Home Landscapes, Your Community, and the Whole Earth, by Jessi Bloom and Dave 
Boehnlein  

 

These ethics have been practiced by:  

• The Living Wright Foundation for the Chestnut Community Farm.  

• Earth Care from using the wonderful soil from Turtle Farm in the raised beds.  

• People Care by ensuring access to resources for the “Food Deserts” in Columbia, serving the Pinehurst Community by 
handing out paper bags and teaching residents to pick their own vegetables. Helping with food insecurities in the  
community.  

• Fair Share by sharing equally with residents and redistributing surplus to local food banks and soup kitchens.  

 

For more information:  

Contact: The Living Wright Foundation  

Website - https://livingwrightfoundation.org/  

Email - info@livingwrightfoundation.org  

Senate’s End – Community Gardens  

302 Senate Street Columbia, SC 29201  

Chestnut Community Farm –  

2505 Chestnut Street Columbia, SC, 29204 
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Calling all Vegetables, Herbs and Flowers—Spring is Here! 

By Helen Zimbro 

I may have gone just a tiny bit overboard this year. I get so excited when it's almost Spring! This year is very special since for my 
birthday my husband bought me a small raised bed planter just 2 feet wide by 8 feet long. So what I have planted so far is cold 
crops, and I am a little late, after being locked up in the Hospital for a bit, but now that I have escaped and am hiding out in my 
garden, I am hoping I will have a good crop, however small, in my new raised bed.  

 

I planned the rows to go across the bed, so each cold crop is planted in 2 ft. rows. Our larger garden will go in the back by our 
Chicken Pen.  

 

This is what is already planted as of March 2 in the raised bed.  

● Onion, Purple Two-2 ft rows  

● Onion, Yellow Two-2 ft rows  

● Carrots Six- 2 ft rows  

● Peas, Sugar Snap Two-2 ft rows  

● Turnip Two-2 ft rows  

● Beets Four-2 ft rows  

 

On order from www.RareSeeds.com also known as Baker Heirloom Seeds are some herbs and pollinators.  

● Chives  

● Basil-Lemon  

● Cilantro-Slo-Bolt  

● Oregano-Vulgare  

● Basil-Dark Purple 

● Dahlia-Black Forest Ruby 

● Basil-Siam Queen Thai 

● Marigold-Sugar and Spice 

● Marigold-Linnaeus Burning Ember 

● Marigold-Colosus Red Gold BiColor  

● Sunflower-Evening Sun 

● Echinacea-Pallida 

● Milkweed-Butterfly Weed 

● Zinnia-Polar Bear 

● Sunflower-Mammoth Grey Striped 

● Marigold-Kilimanjaro White  

 

We visited Wilson’s Nursery at the State Farmers Market over the weekend and can hardly wait to plant our tenders after April 

1st. 

We purchased:  

● Foxglove-Dalmatian  

● Dianthus x barbatus-Rockin Red  

● Sweet Yellow Pepper-California Wonder  

● Patio Tomato  

● Parsley-Curled  

● Thyme  

● Tomato-Beefmaster  
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Calling all Vegetables, Herbs and Flowers—Spring is Here! 

By Helen Zimbro (Cont’d) 

 

I have read that the Monarch Butterfly only lays its eggs and only eats from the Milkweed plant. This plant has an oozy sap-like 
liquid that can cause rashes and can be poisonous if ingested, so this one will go in a special place just for the Monarch’s.  

 

I am hoping the Foxglove will attract more Hummingbirds than we usually have in mid-April.  

 

I like to plant, (my daughter and daughter-in-law like to cook and both work at The Market Restaurant at the SC Farmers  
Market). So my daughter asked for the cooking herbs, Thyme, Parsley, Basil, Chives, Cilantro, and Oregano. I cannot wait to taste 
their wonderful cooking using fresh herbs from our garden. I also plan to share some of these seeds with The Living Wright 
Foundation.org  for my Farm Manager husband to plant at the Non-Profit Community Farm at Chestnut Farms and St. Martin de 
Porres Catholic School and Church multicultural garden in progress.  

 

I hope this article will give some ideas for your gardens. I hope to see a Monarch butterfly this year, and certainly, I hope to see 
more Honeybees! After all, when we learn to garden, we receive a lifelong gift, no matter how old, no matter how young,  
GARDENING IS FUN!  

 

For more information:  

Contact: The Living Wright Foundation  

Website - https://livingwrightfoundation.org/  

Email - info@livingwrightfoundation.org  

Senate’s End – Community Gardens  

302 Senate Street Columbia, SC 29201  

Chestnut Community Farm –  

2505 Chestnut Street Columbia, SC, 29204 
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Native Plants that Love Spring Rain 

By April Aaron 

“April showers bring May flowers” is especially true when you plant 
natives that are perfectly adapted to Lexington County’s climate. 
Our spring rains help these plants wake up strong, establish deep 
roots, and put on a dependable show — without the extra fuss. 
 
Unlike many ornamental imports, native plants evolved in South 
Carolina’s cycles of downpours, humidity, and summer heat. Once 
established, they typically require less irrigation, fewer inputs, and 
provide greater ecological benefits. 
 

  Reliable Native Bloomers for the Midlands 
• Coreopsis (Tickseed) – Cheerful yellow blooms that thrive in well-drained 
soils and tolerate spring rains beautifully. 
• Rudbeckia hirta (Black-eyed Susan) – A tough, drought-tolerant favorite 
that handles fluctuating moisture. 
• Gaillardia pulchella (Indian Blanket) – Excellent drainage is key, but it  
performs well after spring showers. 
• Hydrangea quercifolia (Oakleaf Hydrangea) – A Southeastern native shrub 

that appreciates consistent spring moisture, offers stunning blooms, and 
fall color. 

 
Why Natives Handle Rain Better 
Native root systems are often deeper and more fibrous than many non-native 
ornamentals. This allows them to absorb heavy rainfall efficiently and stabilize soil — a bonus for erosion 
control in our clay-prone areas. They also support pollinators emerging in spring, providing nectar and 
habitat when it’s most needed. 

 
 

If you’re planning garden updates this season, consider replacing a high
-maintenance plant with a native alternative. April showers will do 
much of the establishment work for you — and by May, you’ll be  

enjoying blooms that truly belong in the Midlands landscape.    
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The Philadelphia Flower Show, 2026 

By Lyn Richards 

 

I have always had a major flower show on my bucket list. Since the Chelsea Flower Show has proved elusive, 
I made a trip to Philadelphia to see the American version of the world’s best-known flower show.  The show 
in Philadelphia ran from March 4-7, 2026. The average historical attendance to this show is 200,000 to 
250,000.  The theme for this year was “Rooted”. 

 

Philadelphia itself is the garden capital of the United States.  There are more than thirty botanical or public 
gardens within the area.  The most famous are Chanticleer, Longwood Gardens, Nemours, Winterthur, and 
Mount Cuba.  Most of these are DuPont legacy gardens.   

 

Philadelphia is also famous for John Bartram, who in the early 1700 walked the entire eastern seaboard,  
categorizing plants, taking samples, documenting these for horticultural purposes, and sending plants back 
to England.  His home and gardens are newly restored along the Schuylkill River in Philadelphia. 

 

So to have high expectations for the show is an understatement. 

 

The show was held at the Philadelphia Convention Center, taking up an entire city block, two stories. It is  
organized and done by the Philadelphia Horticultural Society (PHS) whose mission is “to use horticulture to 
improve the health and well-being of the Greater Philadelphia Region.” The purpose of the show is to  
celebrate the beauty of plants, educate the public on gardening, and inspire creativity. 

 

The show did not disappoint.  There was half of an entire floor dedicated to the flower displays, and half  
devoted to workshops and seminars. I did not attend the workshops as they were quite basic, nor did I 
attend the workshops, which seemed too elementary for me. So I spent three hours going through the  
actual show, and another hour or two with the vendors. 

 

The show has “tiers” of landscape ideas, from huge displays (figure 5) to 
small garden spaces.  For each exhibit there was a specific assignment.  For 
example, there was one display of just front doors, where the objective 
was to create a door ornament or wreath that coordinated with containers 
on the porch and represented a specific event or era (figure 3).  There were 
large floral arrangements (figure 1), origami, and miniature floral  

arrangements, again each with a specific 
assignment.   
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The Philadelphia Flower Show, 2026 (cont’d) 

By Lyn Richards 

 

Check out “succulents grown in teacups” (figure 4).  

 

The plants exhibited were largely the winners in various 
categories.  Categories ranged from houseplants to  
outdoor winter blooming.  There were cacti, succulents, 
bulbs, hellebores, orchids (figure 2), ferns, and others I 
can’t recall.  Each of these categories had miniature, 
medium and large competitions.  One of our famous 
LCMGV alumni, Marian St. Clair, was actually one of the 
PHS judges for the show! 

 

 

 

I decided I liked the show’s exclusion of things that were not in season.  There 
were no herbaceous perennials, as it was too early in the season. One of the 
plants that I saw most prolific in the show and at Longwood Gardens is clivia.  It 
was spectacular! It is little grown here, as it is not winter hardy.  But Longwood 
has been cultivating varieties for 50 years, and the plant is to Philadelphia what I 
would imagine daffodils are to me – the early harbinger of a spectacular Spring!  
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From Birthday Guess to Garden Science:  

Predicting Pine Pollen Season 

By April Aaron 

 
I like to joke that pine pollen season starts every year on March 5th—my husband’s birthday—and about every year I 
am right! But there is a scientific way to predict when those familiar yellow clouds will appear. 
 
Researchers track pine pollen using Growing Degree Days (GDD)—a measure of accumulated heat that  
influences plant development. Pine trees begin releasing visible pollen once enough warm days build up in late winter. 
 
Studies in the Southeast have shown that when approximately 300 growing degree days accumulate—using a 55°F 
base temperature starting February 1—pine pollen typically begins to appear. Peak pollen production often occurs 
around 636 growing degree days. 
 
In the Midlands of South Carolina, this threshold is usually reached in early to mid-March, which is why cars, decks, 
and porch furniture suddenly take on that familiar yellow coating. Once it starts, the most noticeable pine pollen  
period generally lasts two to four weeks, often peaking in late March or early April, depending on the weather. 
 
Warm, dry, breezy days help pollen travel farther, while rain can temporarily wash it from the air. A cooler spring may 
delay the season slightly, while a warmer late winter can bring it earlier. 
 
For the Weather and Garden “Geeks”: The Calculation 
If you enjoy tracking seasonal changes, you can estimate growing degree days yourself. 
Daily GDD formula: 
GDD = (High Temperature + Low Temperature) /2 – Base Temperature 
 
For pine pollen prediction in our region: 

• Start date: February 1 

• Base temperature: 55°F 
Example: 
• High = 72°F 
• Low = 50°F 
• GDD = (72 + 50) /2 - 55 = 6 
 
That day contributes 6 growing degree days toward the seasonal total. Add each day’s value to track the running total. 
When the total approaches 300 GDD, pine pollen usually begins appearing. 
 
Helpful Growing Degree-Day Resources 
Clemson Cooperative Extension – Regional gardening guidance and seasonal information 
USA National Phenology Network – Phenology tracking tools and Nature’s Notebook 
North Carolina State University Extension – Research on predicting pine pollen using growing degree days 

So when that yellow haze appears across Lexington County, remember—it’s not random. It’s simply spring heat adding 
up and signaling our region’s pine trees that it’s time to release their pollen.  
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Seed Snails 

By Vicki Merritt 

 
Seed Snails – What? 

 

I use the Mother Earth News Garden Planner to help me keep up with what to 
plant and when. I also love to watch the GrowVeg (garden guru) on YouTube. 

 

He introduced a new way to start seedlings using less space. Seed Snails. 

 

The process is pretty simple: 

•I rolled out some small bubble wrap about 18” long 

•Spread potting soil appropriate for starting seeds about ½ to ¾ inch thick 

•Rolled them up and used painters tape to seal them 

•The I added seeds to the top, spacing less that 1 inch apart 

•Each roll contained a single seed variety 

•I labeled each roll with the variety and date 

• 2 rolls with tomatoes (Martha Washington & a Roma tomato variety) 

• 3 rolls of different variety of peppers 

 

I have a shelf in my office for starting seeds that I use every year. I put the rolls on my shelf, in a waterproof container. I set the 
containers under led lights on a heated plant matt. 

In about a week to 10 days I had seedlings! 

I left them in the rolls for 2 to 3 weeks, then I unrolled them and put them in larger pots. 

Some of the seedlings had roots up to 2” long. 

 

This saved so much room on my small seed starting shelf that I will do it again. 

Below is the link to the video. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UfDU3wDmrdo 

These are photos of the process of unrolling and separating them to go in larger pots.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UfDU3wDmrdo
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Botany Boot Camp Opportunity 

By Karen Campbell 

Hello there: "Botany Boot Camp" will be offered again through USC's Office of Continuing Education. The 
dates are April 13-May 23, that is, 6 Mondays (lectures) and the following 6 Saturdays (field trips).  

The cost is $150.  

Course Description 

Designed for those interested in learning college-level botany in an informal setting, this course will be  
comprehensive, featuring a heavy focus on the historic and present-day roles of plant taxonomy. It will also 
include a broad exposure to the terminology of plant structures, and an overview of the process of the  
formal naming of plants, that is, with scientific names. 

The field trip aspect of this course will bolster the learning of plant terminology, as well as on-site  
identification of local plant life.  

Expected goals for participants: 

1. Knowledge of plant terminology, and an ability to discuss this using scientific terms 

2. Understanding of the processes involved during the discovery, description, and publication of a new 
plant species 

 

 
 

https://sc.edu/about/offices_and_divisions/continuing_education/personal_interest/the_great_outdoors/
botany_boot_camp/ 

Class schedule: 

• April 13: Role of plant taxonomy, overview of the history of plant taxonomy, Linnaeus; terminology of 
plant parts: vegetative parts (roots, stems, leaves, etc.). 

• April 20: Continued overview of the history of plant taxonomy and local botanists; vegetative parts  
continued (leaf architecture, plant growth). 

• April 27: Vegetative parts completed; introduction to plant reproduction, alternation of generations. 
• May 4: Flowers and floral biology; selected plant families overview. 
• May 11: Floral biology, fruit types; selected plant families. 
• May 18: Selected plant families. 

Field Trip Sites* 

• April 18: Sesquicentennial State Park 
• April 25: Riverfront Park 
• May 2: USC Horseshoe 
• May 9: Congaree Creek Heritage Preserve 
• May 16: Congaree Swamp National Park 

• May 23: Belser Arboretum 

*Sites subject to change 

https://sc.edu/about/offices_and_divisions/continuing_education/personal_interest/the_great_outdoors/botany_boot_camp/
https://sc.edu/about/offices_and_divisions/continuing_education/personal_interest/the_great_outdoors/botany_boot_camp/
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Statewide Educational Service Opportunity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Earn educational service hours while supporting local food systems! Master Gardeners are invited to participate in a citizen  
science project collecting fresh produce price data at local farmers markets. See details below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Farmers Market Fresh Produce Data Collection 

Clemson University is coordinating a statewide project to collect farmers market price data for locally grown fruits and vegetables. 

This project builds on successful data collection in 2025, and the information will be used to create summarized price reports for 

direct-marketed produce. These reports help growers, markets, and consumers better understand pricing trends across the state, 

which in turn strengthens local food systems and fresh food access. Click the button below for last year’s report  

2025 Farmers Market Price Reports  

Earn Service Hours through Citizen Science 

We are inviting Master Gardener Volunteers to help collect data this season. Volunteers visit their local markets, become familiar 

with producers, and record produce prices. Visits can occur on a weekly basis or as often as you are able through out the season. 

The process is simple and can easily be added to the time you already spend at these markets. 

Why participate? 

For each report submitted, you can receive either 2 hours of educational service or a $25 stipend (up to $500). Volunteers will 
select one option for the full reporting season. 
 
You are contributing to a valuable statewide research effort which will improve transparency, support farmers and consumers, 
strengthen local food systems, and provide valuable information for research and policy decisions. 
 
Training and instructions will be provided and you will receive 1 hour of continuing education for participating in the training. 

 

Interested in participating? Click the button below to fill out the interest form. Submitting the form does not obligate  

participation.  

Market Volunteer Interest Form  

https://clemson.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=870d9f34a2198c919e6d9a9da&id=4314acd0e8&e=79cfdb1d8c
https://clemson.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=870d9f34a2198c919e6d9a9da&id=dbb8c77d0e&e=79cfdb1d8c
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Ag & Art Tour 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPDATED 2026 TOUR SCHEDULE  

MAY 2-3 

Chester County 

MAY 9 
Aiken County 
Lancaster County 
MAY 16 

Abbeville County 

Calhoun County 

Colleton County 

Laurens County 

MAY 22-25 

FARMS OF THE BRAVE  

 

MAY 30 

Hampton County 

Lexington County 

McCormick County  

JUNE 6 
York County 
 
JUNE 6-7 
Richland County 
JUNE 13 

Allendale/Barnwell Counties 

JUNE 26-27 

Georgetown County 

NEW DATE! JUNE 27 

Bamberg County  

Check out each county page and stay tuned for tour site announcements!  

https://agandarttour.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=095768adb8f8fbfea10e46678&id=11e08c5bee&e=a76400451a
https://agandarttour.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=095768adb8f8fbfea10e46678&id=76952464d5&e=a76400451a
https://agandarttour.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=095768adb8f8fbfea10e46678&id=ae9f2b6153&e=a76400451a
https://agandarttour.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=095768adb8f8fbfea10e46678&id=1f4e4e8fe1&e=a76400451a
https://agandarttour.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=095768adb8f8fbfea10e46678&id=41d210f4e5&e=a76400451a
https://agandarttour.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=095768adb8f8fbfea10e46678&id=df37d8e1f0&e=a76400451a
https://agandarttour.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=095768adb8f8fbfea10e46678&id=72a63c8e89&e=a76400451a
https://agandarttour.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=095768adb8f8fbfea10e46678&id=cdba27733c&e=a76400451a
https://agandarttour.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=095768adb8f8fbfea10e46678&id=8b9c7662a9&e=a76400451a
https://agandarttour.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=095768adb8f8fbfea10e46678&id=e05ddba7bf&e=a76400451a
https://agandarttour.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=095768adb8f8fbfea10e46678&id=5102325b1a&e=a76400451a
https://agandarttour.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=095768adb8f8fbfea10e46678&id=54f1ec875b&e=a76400451a
https://agandarttour.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=095768adb8f8fbfea10e46678&id=ce4a84b4e3&e=a76400451a
https://agandarttour.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=095768adb8f8fbfea10e46678&id=5e9e3ea9a2&e=a76400451a
https://agandarttour.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=095768adb8f8fbfea10e46678&id=cc0ab91a32&e=a76400451a
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Ag & Art Tour 2026 (cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark your calendars for Farms of the Brave! Held on Memorial Day weekend, this special event invites the 

public to visit farms across the state that are run by military veterans and their families. More info coming 

soon! 

 

Are you a veteran farmer? 

Join the 2026 tour! If you are a South Carolina-based farmer, rancher, or agritourism operator with military 

service in your family, we invite you to apply. 

• Must be a certified Farms of the Brave operation 

• Willing to host artists, artisans, or musicians on your property during the event 

• Opportunities to be featured in our statewide marketing campaign  

 

MORE INFO & REGISTER  

https://agandarttour.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=095768adb8f8fbfea10e46678&id=f77eba33a4&e=a76400451a


25 

 

Spring 2026 Plant & Flower Festivals 
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RCMGV Annual Plant Sale 
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SCNPS Midlands—Spring Native Plant Sale 

 

 

 

Date: Saturday, April 11, 2025 

Time: 10 am – 3 pm 

Location: Canoeing for Kids, 114 Riverchase Ct., Lexington, SC 29072 

Paying with a credit card helps us out. Please avoid cash if you can. 

SEE THE PLANT LIST HERE  

Volunteers Needed 

We need folks to help unload trucks and set up on Friday and on the ground Saturday. Volunteers shop early! 

SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER HERE 

Shop the Midlands Spring Native Plant Sale for beautiful, beneficial plants that nurture wildlife in your garden. These are exactly 

the plants South Carolina birds, bees, and butterflies need to thrive. We’ll have a great plant selection again at the budget-

friendly prices we’re known for. Bring a friend and your wagon! 

It’s a festival atmosphere with music from Ava Swinson in this lovely spot by the Saluda River. Stay a while and shop essential 

native plant and sustainable gardening reads from All Good Books. Grab some SCNPS Midlands merch while you’re here (all sales 

support our chapter). 

Chat with conservation groups Columbia City Nature Challenge, Gills Creek Watershed Association, Midlands Nature and Bird 
Alliance, and the Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation about the good they’re doing in our region. 

Please share this announcement with friends, family, co-workers, everyone! The more people growing native plants in our yards, 

neighborhoods, parks, medians, businesses, churches, and schools, the more biodiversity we support and save in South Carolina. 

It doesn’t take a yard overhaul, just a few native nectar-producing perennials is a wonderful way to start. 

https://g.co/kgs/N9yr8tN
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ssHlLJtrn19LxS-kVGi1mzEcKuzTzBwY/view?usp=drive_link
https://forms.gle/sbPBefRJMHhJqHGH7
https://allgoodbooks.com/
https://www.colanaturechallenge.org/
https://www.gillscreekwatershed.org/
https://sites.google.com/view/midlandsnatureandbirdalliance/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/view/midlandsnatureandbirdalliance/home?authuser=0
https://xerces.org/
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Old Turtle Pond Farm Spring 2026 Sale Dates! 
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Resource Corner 

This page will list various resources for LCMGV.  

Please send your favorite resources to: GreenSheet@LCMGV.org. 

 

 

 

https://hgic.clemson.edu/   for HGIC info, where all 

the good info is, but you can also sign up for their  

newsletter  (pic attached).    

 

 

https://gardening.ces.ncsu.edu/publications/ for 

fact sheets and gardening information from NC 

State Extension 

 

https://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/

georgia-master-gardener-extension-volunteer-

program/home-gardening-publications.html 

For fact sheets from Georgia Extension 

 

 

https://ifas.catalog.instructure.com/ 

For fact sheets from Florida Extension 

 

https://agriculture.sc.gov/ 

SC Department of Agriculture 

 

  

https://hgic.clemson.edu/
https://gardening.ces.ncsu.edu/publications/
https://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/georgia-master-gardener-extension-volunteer-program/home-gardening-publications.html
https://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/georgia-master-gardener-extension-volunteer-program/home-gardening-publications.html
https://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/georgia-master-gardener-extension-volunteer-program/home-gardening-publications.html
https://ifas.catalog.instructure.com/
https://agriculture.sc.gov/
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In Closing 

 

  

Just a reminder to log your hours as ‘Educational  

Service—Mass Media’. It is an easy way to get  

Educational Service Hours. 

 

Thank you to the following contributors for  

articles and photos.  

Richenda Batson, Karen McAbee, Patti Langston, Robyn 

Pekarsky, Beverly Breuer, Helen Zimbro, April Aaron, Lyn 

Richards, Vicki Merritt and Karen Campbell  

 

Next month’s issue will be published on May 1, 2026 

and the theme is “Flowers and Pollinators”. Send in your 

articles and/or pictures. 

 

Please submit your photos and articles by  

April 20th to greensheet@lcmgv.org .  

April 2026   Volume 26 Issue 4 


