RCMGA Board Meeting
June 25, 2026
St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields Episcopal Church

Attending: Karen Zimmerman, Evelyn Abernathy, Elaine Jeter, Toni Hubbell, Regina Monteith,
Heidi McKinley, Karlann Brenner, Debbie Thomas, Kay Roman, Lynn Derrick, Robin
McClellan, Cathy Beattie, Val Hutchinson (presiding). Proxy: Val Hutchinson for Susan Wilson

Call to Order, Establishment of a Quorum: Val called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.; a
quorum was present. Evelyn made a motion to approve the amended agenda for the meeting,
which was seconded by Debbie.

Approval of the Minutes: Kay moved to approve the minutes from the May board meeting;
Debbie seconded the motion. Toni moved to approve the minutes from the Annual Business
Meeting held on May 5; Regina seconded the motion. The minutes from both meetings were
approved. Val noted that, due to Elaine’s health concerns, Debbie is moving from President-elect
into the President’s role and that this transition should be documented in the minutes. Cathy
moved that Debbie Thomas move into the role of President and that Sandy Watson move into the
role of Treasurer; Kay seconded the motion. A vote for President-elect will be held later.

Treasurer’s Report: Heidi had circulated the Treasurer’s report via email prior to the meeting.

Checking account balance: $ 11,670.00
Savings account balance: $19,764.00
The board accepted the Treasurer’s report as information.

Heidi explained that, because Reginia’s grant was extended, the budget shows a revenue surplus.
The budget will be voted on and approved in July. Heidi encouraged everyone to review the
budget and share any changes or additions with her. One possible change is to discontinue
participation in the Carolina Classic Home & Garden Show because Rent-a-Master Gardener is
more profitable. Heidi also recommended closing the Treasurer’s report at the end of each
month. The report would remain year-to-date but would end on the last day of the month before
the board meeting, making it easier to report on the prior month and simplify audits and financial
recordkeeping. This process will begin at the start of the upcoming fiscal year. Of the 150
members, 101 have paid their dues. The dues increase generated an additional $600 in revenue.
Heidi has sent reminders to members who have not paid, and a dues reminder will be included
on the new calendar which will be sent to all members.

Intern Update: Robin reported that several interns are very close to certifying. Several others
have not met the requirement of earning hours 18 months after the completion of the MG course.
Approximately half the class from the past year’s class still have not earned any certification
hours. Jackie Jordan, Clemson Urban Horticulture Agent, will teach a MG class in the fall in
Kershaw County, and one in Richland County in early 2027. Robin continues to send emails to
interns with calendars listing opportunities to earn hours. All interns also have access to the
RCMGA website.

Carolina Yard Demonstration Garden: Reginia reported that the closure of the demonstration
gardens due to logging operations in that area, has been devastating. She requested and received
permission for an extension of the Columbia Green grant until December 3 1. Fortunately, the
irrigation in the garden is operating, and is being monitored by an intern. Regina will need
access to the garden in September to determine which plants need to be replaced as well as to



add mulch. Currently the new budget includes money for signage for plants around the outside
of the garden. Cathy requested volunteers for Wednesday, July 1 from 8-10, to help weed the
new gardens outside of the Clemson Extension office.

Awards Luncheon: Evelyn and Val reported that due to Mary Stover’s organization, the event
went very well. However, Mary was greatly missed! Two serving lines allowed members to
quickly and efficiently serve themselves, so hopefully this will be continued at future events.
Plenty of desserts were available, and Val’s speech was a highlight of the afternoon. Val was
grateful for an opportunity to thank everyone, and the video shown at the luncheon is on the
website.

Soda City and Rent-a-Master Gardener: Lynn reported that the RCMGA booth will be set up
on July 4 at Soda City. He has lots of red, white, and blue for decorations. Lynn also presented
three checks to Heidi for RAMG services. He is now using Al after the site visits. He sends the
audio recording of the visit to Tim Carrier, who has an Al app that organizes and transcribes the
information. An overview of the visit may then be printed, as well as background information,
expectations, information summary, a to-do list and charts. Lynn emphasized that Al is not
making any recommendations, merely organizing what occurs at the site visit. Since most sites
have trouble with lawns, Lynn has been researching different options and has discovered Maya
Bermuda Grass, which he believes will work well in South Carolina. Maya Grass Seed is
available at Carolina Fresh Farms.

Update on Elaine Jeter’s Health: Elaine is still undergoing testing. The entire RCMGA board
wishes her well!

2027 RCMGA Garden Tour: Val suggested that RCMGA members be given plenty of time to
prepare gardens for the 2027 Master Gardener Garden tour. Regina suggested featuring gardens
in the 29204 & 29206 zip code areas. Evelyn volunteered to get the names of members willing to
showcase their gardens. Robin also suggested that interns research specific plants in the gardens
and present the facts to visitors on the day of the tour, earning certification hours for this service.
The date of the 2027 garden tour will be determined at a future meeting.

Program Brainstorming: The board discussed some possible programs for upcoming member
meetings. Suggestions included programs on regenerative agriculture, propagation, how to make
a video for the RCMGA website on a gardening topic, use of available gardening apps, a slide
show of European gardens, and a visit from Tennessee author Margaret Reikl. Also suggested
were speakers from the Belser Arboretum, Wild Birds Unlimited, SC Bluebird Society, SC
Wildlife Federation, Congaree National Park, and Historic Columbia. Val suggested also looking
into paid speakers. Kay reminded the board to send her any information about community events
for the website. Evelyn will work on finalizing the dates and programs. Val also asked for
suggestions for how to ask members for snacks for member meetings, so that the Hospitality
Committee does not have to prepare food for every member meeting. Different options were
discussed, but no decision was made.

New President: Debbie Thomas is now the president of the RCMGA. She has emailed Master
Gardener Associations in neighboring counties requesting copies of their bylaws and standing
rules to see if there are any ideas to improve our organization. She is still very disappointed with
the closure of the Children’s Garden, which will need a lot of work when it reopens.

New Business:



The Tomato Tasting will be held July 20 in Lexington. RCMGA members do not need to bring
food but should sign up through the SignUpGenius that was sent out. Carpooling is encouraged.

Karlann reported that she continues to collect scraps from local businesses for compost, even
though the Compost Garden is closed, and distributes them to members with Rich Byer’s help.

Val expressed her gratitude for a great two years as RCMGA president and thanked the board for
being so helpful.

The meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Karen Zimmerman

RCMGA Secretary

Next Board Meeting: Thursday, July 23, 2026



