RCMGA March Board Meeting
October 23, 2025 - 2:00 PM
St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields Episcopal Church

Attending: Cathy Beattie, Regina Monteith, Evelyn Abernathy, Karen Zimmerman, Debbie
Thomas, Susan Wilson, Elaine Jeter, Karlann Brenner, Tim Carrier, Heidi McKinley, Lala
Bowman, Kay Roman, Toni Hubbel, Robin McClellan, Val Hutchinson, presiding.

Call to Order, Establishment of a Quorum: Val called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.; a
quorum was present. Debbie moved to accept the agenda, seconded by Lala. The agenda was
approved unanimously.

Approval of the Minutes from September 2025: Evelyn moved for approval of the minutes,
which was seconded by Susan. The minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Heidi had circulated the Treasurer’s reports for September 2025 via email
prior to the meeting.

Checking account balance: $ 7,167.00
Savings account balance: $19,500.00

The board accepted the budget. Heidi also announced that she has received $250 in memorial
donations for Patricia Dedman, who recently passed away. She was the first RCMGA Historian
and often worked at the previous site of the Carolina Yard. Heidi has written notes to Patricia’s
family notifying them of the donations. Cathy suggested that RCGMA donate a brick in memory
of Patricia. The board accepted the budget.

Hoophouse Update: Debbie reported that the hoophouse has been delivered. It is being set up in
the locked area behind the fence of the Children’s Garden by volunteers. It will be used to grow
seedlings for the Victory Garden project, propagate plants, and prepare plants for the annual
plant sale. The total cost was approximately $4000, with $3,000 donated by the RCMGA and the
remaining amount donated by Friends of the Sandhill Children’s Garden. Debbie also is planning
to get tables and pallets for the hoophouse. Photos of the hoophouse will be available on the
Friends of the Sandhill Children’s Garden Facebook page. Debbie thanked the board again for
the donation.

Update on Jackie Jordan’s Mom’s Health: Cathy reported that Jackie’s mom, Ann, is doing
better, and has had limited trips outside of the house.

Holiday Luncheon (December 9): Evelyn distributed a “Save the Date” flyer which will be
sent to the membership. Southern Way Catering will provide the food for the event. Todd
Townsend will be the speaker. Val also has confirmation for the Lake House for December 9.
The cost to attend the event will be $10 for all members, guests, and interns. Interns may attend,
if they are RCMGA members. Due to the size of the room, there will be a limit of one guest per
person.

Richland County Conservation Commission Council Chair Visit to the Carolina Yard: On
October 16, Richland County Council Chairwoman Jesica Mackey (District 9), Conservation
Commissioner Charles Weber and his wife, Cheryl, and John McKenzie of Richland County
Conservation Division visited the Carolina Yard at the Sandhill Children’s Garden to help
celebrate the completion of the relocation of the Clemson demonstration garden. Master



Gardeners provided a tour of the garden, which looked beautiful. All the visitors were very
impressed with the garden. Photos of the event are available on the Friends of the Sandhill
Children’s Garden Facebook page.

Scholarship Committee Recommendation: Val reported for Mary Steppling, that the
Scholarship Committee recommends banking unused scholarship funds. There is currently $450
that was not awarded last year. Cathy made a motion that the unused $450 in the scholarship
fund for Master Gardener students be returned to the treasury. The motion carried unanimously.

Resolution of Vacant Advisory Positions: Cathy reported on the three vacant advisory
positions of Historic Pond Trail, Historian, and Special Projects Coordinator. After some
discussion of which special projects might require a coordinator, Cathy made a motion to
discontinue the positions of Historic Pond Trail, Historian, and Special Projects Coordinator.
Seconded by Debbie. The motion passed. Cathy then made a motion to create an Advisory
Director for the Midlands Fall Plant & Flower Sale. Toni seconded. The motion carried to create
this new position.

New Business:
Kay reported that there is documentation of MG events and photos from events on the RCMGA
website.

Robin asked for volunteers for mentors for the new MG class. Interested board members signed
up. Robin also showed the board the Intern Survival Guide created by Cathy and a small group
of MGs. The publication is available on the website, and more hard copies will be printed for
distribution.

Karen suggested putting the quarterly reports on the RCMGA website to highlight the amazing
work that is being done by our organization. Kay offered to create a page on the website for
board minutes, reports, and financials. Robin also offered to introduce the RCMGA website to
interns at the intern orientation.

Val reminded the board that Marilyn Hogan will discuss the upcoming Victory Garden project
and Debbie will discuss drip irrigation at the November member meeting.

Val also shared some ideas for the table decorations for the Annual Holiday Luncheon.
The meeting adjourned at 3:20 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Karen Zimmerman

RCMGA Secretary

Next Board Meeting: Thursday November 20, 2025



