RCMGA March Board Meeting
September 25, 2025 - 2:00 PM
St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields Episcopal Church

Attending: Cathy Beattie, Regina Monteith, Karen Zimmerman, Debbie Thomas, Susan Wilson,
Elaine Jeter, Karlann Brenner, Tim Carrier, Heidi McKinley, Lala Bowman, Kay Roman, Toni
Hubbel, Val Hutchinson, presiding. Proxy: Karen Zimmerman for Evelyn Abernathy.

Call to Order, Establishment of a Quorum: Val called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.; a
quorum was present. Regina moved to accept the agenda, seconded by Debbie. The agenda was
approved unanimously.

Approval of the Minutes from July 2025: Cathy moved for approval of the minutes, which
was seconded by Debbie. The minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Heidi had circulated the Treasurer’s reports for September 2025 via email
prior to the meeting.

Checking account balance: $ 11,226.00
Savings account balance: $19,468.00

Susan made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report, seconded by Toni. The Treasurer’s report
was approved.

The 2025-26 draft budget was also presented.
Projected revenue: $28,130
Projected expenses: $25,636

Heidi explained that there were a few changes in the 2025-26 budget presented at the last board
meeting due to budget addition for Karlann and the cost of St. Martin’s-in-the Field rooms for
member meetings and board meetings. There was also additional income projected from Rent-a-
Master Gardener. A motion was made by Debbie to accept the 2025-26 budget. Seconded by
Toni. The motion carried and the 2025-26 budget was approved.

Digest Update: Due to a family emergency, Lala explained that the next Digest will come out in
October.

Hoophouse Update: Debbie reported that she is waiting on approval of the IRS 501(¢)(3) form
for tax exempt status before she can order the hoophouse. She has volunteers to help with the
set-up of the hoophouse

Improvements to the website: Kay demonstrated the many updates to the RCMGA website.
Information available to the public includes links and further information about upcoming
events, RCMGA outreach projects, and gardening resources. The members’ corner page includes
a monthly calendar of events, volunteer and educational opportunities, an intern handbook,
RCMGA forms, publications, photo albums, and much more! When you hover over an event on
the calendar, more information about the event will appear. There will also be a page for the
interns with information about volunteering opportunities. Kay encouraged the board to notify
her of upcoming events or topics to include on the website. She has added some of the principles
of a Carolina Yard with photos. Regina offered to send photos of the other principles. Regina
also requested that a copy of the completed reimbursement form be made available online. Board



members would like to see the website promoted at member meetings since there is so much
valuable information for the members and interns.

Clarity on Intern Reporting System: Cathy reported that intern names remain in the system for
many years. She suggested that there be a statement on the class form indicating a desire to
certify. Cathy also gave the helpful hint of recording hours on the phone immediately following
volunteering. Phones must be in landscape mode to add hours. Cathy asked if RCMGA should
staff the open positions of Historian and Special Projects. The board decided to discuss this
topic next month.

Visit to New MG Class: Cathy reported that she, Val, and Robin visited the new MG class.
They briefly talked about what a MG is, the mission and why it is important, distributed Intern
Survival Guides. The emails of students interested in joining RCMGA were also obtained.

October 7 Program: Val reported for Evelyn that the large room at St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields
Episcopal Church has been requested for the member meeting, since a large crowd is anticipated
for the program given by Jenks Farmer. There will also be a table for items for the plant
exchange. Members are requested to place all information about their plants on the pot. As in the
past, those who bring a plant to the meeting will be able to take home a plant.

Plant Sale Update: Elaine reported that Susan Zourzoukis will be the co-chair for the plant sale.
Hopefully everyone who worked at the 2025 plant sale will do the same job again for the 2026
plant sale. Elaine encouraged everyone to train someone to do the job in the future. Elaine also
requested to move the date of the plant sale to April 24, 2026. The board agreed to this change.
Garden Treasures will once again be a part of the plant sale. Master Gardeners will bring plants
to sell, and the sale will be held on the Clemson property. Val suggested a sign or banner be
utilized to publicize the sale. Regina suggested that plants be priced as they are received, which
worked well at the 2025 plant sale.

New Business:
Several board members will be attending the South Carolina Master Gardener Annual
Conference in October.

The meeting adjourned at 3:25 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Karen Zimmerman
RCMGA Secretary

Next Board Meeting: Thursday October 23, 2025



