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LCMGYV June Annual Meeting

By Vicki Merritt and Karen McAbee
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LCMGV and RCMGA Tomato Tasting
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Oh Dear, They Nibbled on That?

By Ivy Rice

I have a large yard on the lake and across the street from several acres of woods. Of course | have
deer. We have a PowerPoint GLAM program called. “Deer Resistant Gardening”. The first thing we
must admit is that there is basically nothing our local white-tailed deer will not eat. I’'m not talking
about the winter when there isn’t much to choose from. I’m talking about an acre of choice plants of
many varieties. Of course, we know there are some they find totally irresistible and the most
commonly known are hostas, daylilies, hydrangea. liriope, roses, pansies, camellias, sedum,
rudbeckia, violas, fatsia, hibiscus, Indian Hawthorne, crocus aucuba and Asiatic lilies. Any that | have
on this list have of course been nibbled on and some basically cleaned out. Perhaps the most
distressing was two springs ago when they seemed to eat every bud on my “show case” azaleas.
Those are the ones along the driveway that | hope will impress the neighbors. Last year it was all the
zinnia | had planted from the last of the seed | had saved. Deer are especially attracted by the tender
young buds of most any plant. Although zinnia are listed as seldom eaten, something ate every bud.
Unlike a leaf where the ragged, torn edge is indicative of deer browsing. It could have been a rabbit.
They love the bloom of the daylily before it opens, but don’t seem to bother the open blooms. From a
“not usually damaged” list, | have seen them eat Cast Iron Plants, Kerria, Canna and lorapetalum.

I’ve shared my personal woes with several fellow MG’s. | met someone who just gave up on having
roses and daylilies. | have wondered if my increased deer pressure could be from a new neighborhood
near us that may have cut into their territory. One MG told me she has less deer pressure because of
new building around her that seemed to offer protection and almost ‘fence herin”.

There is not an HGIC factsheet on deer, but search “deer resistant plants” and you will see a “hot
topic” by Millie Davenport, called “Deer Resistant Plants for the Landscape.” She lists what she calls
“seldom damaged plants. She lists them by categories and gives common and botanical name and
theirlight requirement. The categories are: Annuals, Perennials, and Vines. Interestingly, | had printed
an older copy of this which included shrubs and trees.

Another article you may find at HGIC is by Clemson agent Ginger E Long, which shares suggestions
from Katie Dickson of Boone Hall Plantation. Itis entitled, “Deer-Resistant Gardening: 3 plant groups
that deter browsing”. The groups are: Plants with strong aromas and flavors, Plants with toxic
compounds and plants with unappealing textures. She lists several examples of each.

A general google search may give you other lists of deer resistant plants. One even admits these lists
sometimes contradict each other. These may even vary with regions in the nation, so itis always best
to go the extension services (.edu) in the southeast.

One annualthe deer do noteatin myyard is the marigold. Even, | do not like the smell of the marigold,
so | suspect that is what deters them. It is thought they do not like the feel of Dusty Miller. We know
the thorns of roses are not a problem for them. They seem to leave beautiful vinca alone. Walking
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around my yard | could also add | have not seen damage to the gardenia, holly, forsythia or the
pyracantha.

So, is there any hope? I’ve had limited success with a homemade spray of eggs and garlic. This is
what the commercial deterrents are made of. It almost deters me from the yard. | believe | have had
some success with it on my daylilies, when | have remembered to put it on after rain and fairly
regularly. Less offensive Irish spring soap solution has been suggested. Deer quickly adapt so you
could rotate these. Fencing is not too effective in the landscape, but | have used bird netting to cover
small areas. Tomato cages and netting could be combined to shelter smaller vulnerable shrubs or
plants.

There may be some practices that can reduce your problem. | have tried with limited success to put
the more susceptible plants closer to the house. Since deer prefer the newest buds and leaves avoid
overfertilizing and even over watering that encourages that extra growth. Katie Dickson, in the above
article suggests growing low prickly plants as a border around more susceptible ones. Aromatic
herbs like rosemary and thyme could be interspersed with your tempting daylilies. | hope some of
these suggestions are helpful and | will keep up the good fight and try to live with the creatures around
me.
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Two years ago, my son tried to raise some corn on some land he had. The deer devastated it.
But they found this orphan fawn.

My granddaughter, Abbie and her mom fedirttil it was old enough to stagating.
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Life Cycles of Gardens Friends:
Nurturing Nature’s Little Harvesters

By Anita Blake

Summer in South Carolina brings long days, blazing heat, and gardens working overtime to survive and
produce. As temperatures climb, our plants face more than just thirsheat-stressed vegetables,
ornamentals, and fruiting plants become magnets for oppozy A A G A O LISadad . dzi & ¢
seasonal battle. Ougarden friendg monarch butterflies, ladybugsoneybeesand spidergs are hard

at work helping us maintain balance when the summer heat tips the scales.

Each of these beneficial insects moves through a life cycle that aligns with
the rhythms of the warm season.

g, : 1 Monarch butterflies emerging from their chrysalises in midsummer,
) M pollinate heatloving blooms and help keep our summer gardens thriving.

1 @‘:@ 1 Ladybugs especially in their voracious larval and pupal stages,

vammmm: devour aphids that multiply rapidly on heatressed plants.

1 Honeybeesontinue their essential pollination work even in soaring

temperatures, ensuring our tomatoes, cucumbers, melons, and summer

flowers set fruit.

1 Spiders often overlooked, become some of our most reliable pest

managers, capturing insects that flourish in the warm, humid conditions of

July.

| YRS NJaijl- YRAY3I (GKS&S tAFS OeoOfSa KSfLJA dza &SS (K
Al Qa I o 2gmportdNkaénive grdect the eggs, larvae, pupae, and juveniles of these garden allies,
we strengthen our natural defense system during the hottest, most-peshe months.

This idea inspired the creation of tlé&ood Garden Frienddisplay created
for use at outrAsk a Master Gardenéooths. The colorful illustrations spar
conversations with children and families about how these insects grow
why they matter, especially in summer. When kids learn to spot a lady
larva or a monarch chrysalis, they begin to understand that thesalls
creatures are working alongside us to keep our gardens healthy.

that seem to appear overnighit A 1 Q& 62 NI K NBYSYo6S
has helpers quietly doing their part. By recognizing and protecting the
cycles of our garden friels, we create a more resilient ecosystem whe! * ,
plants, pollinators, and people can thrive even in the summer heat. )' _‘ ¢

In the hottest months, our harvest depends not just on what we grow, but on what we nurture.
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Summer heat brings out the worst pests but it also brings out our best garden helpendere are simple
ways to support beneficial insects when temperatures soar:

1 Leave some shad8mall patches of leaf litter, mulch, or low groundcover give ladybugs, spiders,
and pollinators a cool retreat during the hottest hours.

1 Water wisely Heatstressed plants attract pests. Deep,

earlymorning watering keeps plants strong and reduces outbreaks that

overwhelm beneficial insects.

T Skip broadspectrum spraysEven organic products can harm the

larvae and juveniles of your garden friends. Speat only when

absolutely necessary.

1 Plant summer nectar sourcednnias, sunflowers, cosmos, basil, and

mountain mint fuel bees and butterflies when other blooms fade in the

heat.

1 Provide tiny water stationsA shallow dish with pebbles gives

pollinators a safe place to drink without drowning.

1 ¢SFEOK (1ARa G2 alaybug larde, 2rionaréhdza & |

caterpillars, and garden spiders are often misunderstood. Helping

children recognize them protects the next generation of garden allies.

Healthy summer gardens depend on the insects working quietly
besideust LINR 1 SOG GKSYZ FyR GKSe&Qff LIN
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Secluded Garden Tour

By Karen McAbee
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Petunia Budworms: The Hidden Bloom Destroyers

By Patti Langston

This morning while watering and dead heading my petunias, |
noticed ragged and shredded petals, irregular holes in blooms,
flower buds that never opened, and buds that simply
disappeared, leaving behind what appeared to be an empty
flower pod. | also sawnsall dark droppings on petals and the
leaves under the damaged blooms. The foliage was minimally
affected. After cleaning up this mess and conducting some
research, | concluded petunia budworms (also known as
tobacco budworms) were the most likely culprit.

; These small caterpillars are the larval stage of a moth and often
go unnoticed because they hide in flower buds and feed primarily at night. They may be green or brown
in color, allowing them to blend in quite well with the plant, and they are most active in summer months.

For control, inspect plants regularly and hapidk caterpillars when possible. According to the University

of Minnesota, products containinBacillus thuringiensi@Bt) can be effective when applied early while
larvae are small and actively feeding on treated blooms. It does not work as well when the budworms are
feeding deep inside flower buds. So, for heavier infestations, Spinosad often provides more reliable
control. Apply either product in the evening after pollinators have stopped visiting flowers.

Fortunately, petunia budworms rarely kill plants, but they can significantly reduce flowering and diminish

the ornamental value of petunias. Early detection and prompt management can help keep plants
blooming beautifully throughout the growing season.

Page |12



Blueberry Pie Bars Recipe

By Debby West

https://sallysbakingaddiction.com/blueberry-pie-bars/#tasty-recipes-76360
Blueberry Pie Bars Recipe
W IOE o ¢OE tap ¢OE 1oy ¢OE 1d ¢OE4aBdrdm 80 reviews

Author: Sally McKenney

Prep Time: 25 minutes

Cook Time: 50 minutes

Total Time: 4 hours, 15 minutes (includes cooling)
Yield: 16 bars

= =4 =4 A =

Ingredients
Crust + Topping

1 and 1/2 cups (188g) all-purpose flour (spooned & leveled)

1 cup (85g) + 2 Tablespoons old-fashioned whole rolled oats, divided
1/2 cup (100g) packed light or dark brown sugar

1 teaspoon baking powder

1 teaspoon lemon zest

1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon

1/8 teaspoon salt

10 Tablespoons (142g) unsalted butter, melted

=A =4 =4 4 A4 A A A

Filling

4 and 1/2 cups (about 640g) blueberries, fresh is best*
1/2 cup (100g) granulated sugar

2 Tablespoons (15g) cornstarch

1 Tablespoon lemon juice

2 teaspoons lemon zest

=A =4 =4 -4 4

Instructions
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Reminder to Post Time

By SC Master Gardener
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Garden Book and Lego Plant Suggestions

By Debby West

"How Flowers Made Our World: The Story of Nature's Revolutionaries",

by David George Haskell, two-time Pulitzer finalist, author and biologist.
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LI yaASas NraSas FyR 20KSNI o6f22Ya oKAfSIFIRABVIRERS
Aydre KdzYlya UyR GKSY a2 [fftdz2NAy3ID

Is it too hot to garden outdoors this week?
Consider the options to assemble various flowers and floral scenes from Lego.

https://www.lego.com/en-

us/search?g=japanese%20cherry%20blossom%20landscape&suggestion=true

https://www.lego.com/en-us/product/tranquil-garden-10315
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Found a Tick

By Debby West
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By April Aaron

How to Reduce and Sometimes Eliminate Damage in Your Garden

Every summer, gardeners across the Midlands prepare for a familiar foe: Japanese beetles. These metallic
green and copper insects seem to appear overnight, skeletonizing leaves, devouring flowers, and leaving
frustrated gardeners wondering if anything cstop them.

The good news? While eliminating Japanese beetles may not be realistic, reducing damage significantly is
possible using a combination of strategies.

Know Your Enemy Japanese beetles typically emerge in our area from late May through July. Adult
beetles feed on more than 300 plant species, with favorites including roses, grapes, crape myrtles,
KAOAAOdzZAY FNHZA G GNBSas FyR YIye heslMaplésyanmy!) LI Iy

What makes these pests especially frustrating is that they rarely arrive alone. Japanese beetles release
aggregation pheromones while feedinghemical signals that act like a dinner bell for nearby beetles.
Once a few beetles discover your favorite rossluthey begin attracting many more.

1. Hand Removal Still Works! y R | S NHt@nay sduid oldashioned, but hangbicking is still one
of the most effective controls for homeowners. Early morning is best when beetles are sluggish. Simply
knock them into a bucket of soapy water.

Why soapy water? Removing beetles early helps interrupt both feeding and reproduction. Capturing and
killing beetles before they continue feeding prevents them from releasing more attractant scents and
reduces opportunities for mating. In other words, rewmg the first wave helps prevent a much larger
invasion later.

2. Skip the Beetle Traps (UsuallyThose bright yellow traps may catch thousands of beetlegt they
often attract even more into your yard than would have arrived naturally. Unless used far away from
valuable plants, traps can sometimes create larger problems rather than solve them.

3. Protect HighValue Plants For prized roses or small shrubs, physical barriers such as lightweight insect
netting can provide excellent protection during peak beetle season.

4. Use Insecticides CarefulyWhen populations become severe, insecticides may provide temporary
protection. Products containingieem, pyrethrins, or other labeled ingredients can reduce feeding
damage, but repeated applications are often necessary during heavy infestations. Always follow label
directions and avoid spraying blooming plants when pollinators are active.

5. Consider Your Plant Choie&some plants are simply beetle magnets. If you repeatedly battle severe
damage, consider incorporating more resistant choices into future landscapes.
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6. Understand the Lawn Connecticrdapanese beetle larvae live as white grubs in soil, feeding on grass
roots. However, treating lawns for grubs does not always result in fewer adult beetles because adults can
fly considerable distances from neighboring properties.

The Real Secret: Consisteneg KSNBX A& NINBfe | aAy3atS avYlF3aIAo0 o
successful gardeners combine several approaches and start early. A few minutes spent removing beetles
in June may save hours of frustration later in summer.

Japanese beetles may be persistettut gardeners are usually more persistent.
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2% relaxing Lake Murray cruise during the Lake Murray Bl
13 Garden Tour. Enjoy beautiful lake views, time with @ CRUISE LAKE MURRAY: 8
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A beautiful way to celebrate gardens, scenery, and community.
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https://www.exploretock.com/spirit-of-lake-murray-irmo/event/private/e5c32b80-7537-4f06-b24f-33992c10a106

Resources

https://hgic.clemson.edu/ for HGIC info, where all the

good info is, but you can also sign up for their

newsletter (pic attached).

https://gardening.ces.ncsu.edu/publications/ for fact
sheets and gardening information from NC State
Extension

https://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/georgia-

master-gardener-extension-volunteer-program/home-

gardening-publications.html
For fact sheets from Georgia Extension

https://ifas.catalog.instructure.com/

For fact sheets from Florida Extension

https://agriculture.sc.gov/
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in our mailing list 10 receiv
the latest updates from HGIC.
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Just a reminder to log your hours as
‘Educational Service—Mass Media’
Itis an easy way to get some
Educational Service Hours.

Thank you to the following contributors for
articles and photos.
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Next month’s issue will be published on August 1, 2026, and the
theme is “What are you Planting and Harvesting in August”.
Send in your articles and/or pictures.

Please submit your photos and articles by
July 20™ to greensheet@lcmgyv.org .

Page | 22



