RCMGA Board Meeting
April 16, 2026
St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields Episcopal Church

Attending: Cathy Beattie, Karen Zimmerman, Evelyn Abernathy, Toni Hubbell, Regina
Monteith, Karlann Brenner, Debbie Thomas, Kay Roman, Susan Wilson, Mary Stover, Robin
McClellan, Lala Bowman, Val Hutchinson (presiding). Proxy: Karen Zimmerman for Lynn
Derrick, Val Hutchinson for Heidi McKinley

Call to Order, Establishment of a Quorum: Val called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.; a
quorum was present.

Approval of the Minutes from January 2026: Susan moved to approve the minutes, which
was seconded by Debbie. The minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Heidi had circulated the Treasurer’s reports for April via email prior to the
meeting.

Checking account balance: ~ $ 6,267.00

Savings account balance: $19,697.00

The board accepted the Treasurer’s report as information.

Plant Sale Update: Susan Wilson reported that the hoop house is working well for receiving the
plants for the plant sale. So far, there have not been as many plants donated as in past years. Six
hundred plants will be delivered on the day of the plant sale from Old Turtle Pond Farm. Marilyn
will be accepting the Victory Garden plants on Monday, April 20 & Wednesday, April 21. Kay
requested photos of plant sale preparations to use for advertisements, flyers, and the website.
Signs have been made for the cashier station, and Marilyn will make signs with QR codes for the
Victory Garden station. The plant signs from past years will also be used but Susan suggested
that next year new signs should be ordered.

WIS News Interviews: Lala reported that WIS-TV filmed two segments at the Children’s
Garden—one featuring Val, Regina, Linda Bradley, and Debbie discussing the garden, and
another with Lawrence Haselden demonstrating small space gardening. WIS also interviewed
Linda Bradley on the WIS Midday Report about the upcoming plant sale. The interview will be
posted on our website for all members to view.

Nominating Committee: Val reported that the nominating committee has finalized the following
slate of officers: Elaine Jeter — President

Debbie Thomas — President Elect

Evelyn Abernathy — Vice President

Karen Zimmerman — Secretary
A volunteer is still needed for the Treasurer position. Heidi will remain on the ballot for now
since voting must take place before the annual business meeting in May. Val will send out an
email requesting a volunteer for the Treasurer position.

Intern Update: Robin reported there have been several changes in certification policy. One
change is that students taking the Master Gardener course with Jackie Jordan must certify with
RCMGA, and those who take the course in Lexington with Jennifer Weaver must certify with the
Lexington County Master Gardeners. Another change has been that 10 of the 40 certification
hours must be completed with Rent-a-Master Gardener. This has been challenging for many of



the interns due to the time of the site visits, which are often done during the daytime hours of the
work week. Currently, there are 20 interns and approximately half of the interns do not have
even one hour for this new requirement. Robin will continue to think of ways to help the interns
earn the required hours. The board discussed how this new requirement of 10 hours with RAMG
seems to be intimidating to the interns, many who are working during the week. Suggestions
included discussing the number of hours required with Jackie, allowing the leaders of a site visit
to schedule visits on weekends or evenings, and allowing interns to do research work at home.

May 5 Annual Business Meeting: Tom Bruce, from Carolina Daylilies, will give a presentation
about deer resistant plants at the annual business meeting on May 5. Tom was concerned about
the equipment necessary for his presentation. Evelyn will call the church to verify that the proper
equipment is on site for the May 5 meeting.

May 9 Garden Tour: The tour of Master Gardeners’ gardens will be held on May 9. Val has the
list of gardens and Cathy will create a map which will be included in an email to all members.
The list and map will also be posted on our website. Since each of the gardens is a certified
Carolina Yard, Regina will ask each MG to highlight one or two of the principles of a Carolina
Yard to visitors. Val suggested that each gardener put a balloon on their mailbox to make it easier
to locate their garden. Gardens on the tour include those of Tim Carrier, Beth Estes, Nancy
Maseng, Regina Montieth, Kay Roman, and Ted & Linda Zanders. The Belser Arboretum will
also be open for visitors from 10 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

June 2 Awards Luncheon: Mary has all tablecloths ready and serving utensils organized, since
she will not be able to attend the luncheon. Lala will be there to take items out of the closet at the
Lake House. Food has been ordered with Southern Way, who will also deliver. Cost will be $10
per person with a limit of one guest. A volunteer will need to take the leftover food to the Oliver
Gospel Mission. Evelyn will send out a SignUpGenius to all members. No program is planned so
there will be time for presentation of awards and possible videos.

New Business:

Val will send out an email requesting nominations for the annual service awards. Requirements
for the various awards are listed on the website. There is also a list of past winners of the
different awards. The Awards Committee consists of Val Hutchinson, Robin McClellan, Pam
Robinson, Susan Wilson, Rich Byer, Debbie Thomas, Nancy Maseng, Lynn Derrick, Regina
Montieth, Tim Carrier, and Mary Stover.

Val and Sandy Watson have been discussing arranging buses for future field trips, including the
September trip to Jenks Farmer’s lily farm. After speaking with bus companies, they concluded
that reserving a bus would be too complicated and expensive. For now, carpooling remains the
best option for future trips. Elaine suggested that smaller buses might better suit members’
needs. The board will continue exploring transportation options for upcoming field trips.

The Tomato Tasting will be held on July 20 in Lexington.
The meeting adjourned at 2:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Karen Zimmerman
RCMGA Secretary

Next Board Meeting: Thursday, May 28, 2026



