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      May 18, 2026 

      Lexington County Main Library 

         

      Speaker: Andy Cabe – Director Botanical Cardens  

      Riverbanks Botanical Gardens 

 

/ǊŜŀǝƴƎ /ƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ LƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ !Ŏǝƻƴǎ  
 
Mr. Cabe spoke about the future of the Riverbanks 
Botanical Gardens. He also showed us many native 
plants that are planted in various locations at the zoo 
and discussed the importance of using plants native to 
SC.  
 
tƭŀƴǝƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ tǳǊǇƻǎŜ 
He answered many questions from LCMGV members 
 

 

  

LCMGV May Meeting 
By Vicki Merritt and Karen McAbee 
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.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ aŀǧŜǊǎ 

Imogene led the meeting. 

Newly Certified intern Anita Blake was introduced 

The new Intern Coordinator – Leah Glather 

Beverly Breuer did a Show & Tell – Daylily Daze. Very informative information about Daylilies.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

A separate meeting was held after the business meeting for members to sign up for the following open 

positions: 

¶ Vice President 

¶ Jamboree Chairman 

¶ Green Sheet Editor 

¶ Education Committee Chair 

¶ Speakers Bureau 

¶ GlaM Coordinator 

¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 9ǾŜƴǘǎΥ 

¶ Annual meeting on June 8th Ashland United Methodist Church Hall 
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¶ Tomato tasing will be hosted by LCMGV with RCMGA members on July 20th at Ashland United 

Methodist Church Hall 

¶ SCMG Annual Conference will be in Myrtle Beach in November 2026 

¶ Fall Master Gardener Class will be held in Aiken 

¶ The LCMGV plant sale is October 9-11. Reminder to members to start planning what you will share with 

LCMGV. 
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љüŸůĤŔĲШÂũċŰƣШÂċũŸŸǍċњШ7ƖŔŰŊƚШ]ĲŰĲƖċƣŔŸŰƚШÑŸŊĲƣőĲƖШÑőƖŸƨŊőШ]ċƖĬĲŰŔŰŊ 
Patti Langston 

On Saturday, May 16, Scotty Grigsby, assisted by Master Gardeners Harriette 
Edmonds, Imogene Condor, and Martha Owen, along with Scotty’s intern, 
Wendell Hunter, hosted the first-ever “Zombie Plant Palooza” at the 
Presbyterian Communities of South Carolina Retirement Center in Lexington. 

A few weeks earlier, Harriette asked Scotty if some Cub Scouts would be 
willing to host a garden-themed event at her retirement community and 
interact with the residents. Of course, Scotty jumped at the opportunity and 
immediately began developing the Zombie Plant Palooza. The event quickly 
grew into a collaboration among the Lexington County Master Gardener 
Volunteers, the Lexington County Garden Club, and Scouting America. 
Residents had the opportunity to learn about air-purifying houseplants, soil 
conditioning, and Carolina Yards, while Lion Cubs (Kindergarteners) worked 
toward earning their “Ready, Set, Grow” belt loop. 

The event was attended by 36 residents, Scout families, and gardeners — both 
Master Gardeners and gardening enthusiasts alike. It is important to note that 
Scotty was advised by his lovely wife Sandy, who is also an educator skilled in 
using gardening as an educational tool, to include the Zombie Plant in this presentation. In fact, Scotty encouraged participants 
(and encourages all LCMGV members) to learn more about ~ŔůŸƚċЮƓƨĬŔĦċ, not only for its medicinal properties but also for its 
fascinating defense mechanism of “playing dead” when threatened by predators. It is a fun and engaging plant that inspires 
children to develop a love of gardening — and, fittingly, it acts like a zombie! 

Scotty opened the event with the Pledge of Allegiance, the Scout Oath, the Scout Law, and an opening prayer. He then spoke 
briefly about soil testing, distributed soil sample bags, and discussed the role of the Master Gardeners and the Lexington County 
Garden Club, as well as the differences between the two organizations. He also highlighted Scouting America, Carolina Yards, 
the Home & Garden Information Center (HGIC), and the Clemson plant database. 

The Scouts identified flowers and participated in a game created by Master Gardener Anita Blake called “It’s a Bug’s Life,” which 
proved wildly popular. Harriette Edmonds led a composting demonstration, while Martha Owens showed everyone how to repot 
marigolds. Wendell Hunter and his son, Jace, assisted with passing out buckets of soil, plastic shovels, earthworms, and 
makeshift greenhouses made from Solo cups and clear cocktail cups. 

Participants then chose between planting zombie seeds, heirloom Cherokee Purple tomato seeds, Venus flytrap seeds, or a 
random assortment from Scotty’s “You Never Know What You’ll Grow Next” bag. The group finished the event by repotting a large 
collection of marigolds. Of course, according to LCMGV standards, there were also door prizes, including philodendrons, bird’s 
nest palms, snake plants, and parlor palms, along with oregano, basil, and a tomato plant that Scotty included just for fun.  

Overall, everyone had a wonderful time and learned a great deal. The Cub Scouts and their families enjoyed interacting with the 
residents, while the residents were delighted to share their knowledge and fellowship with the younger generation. Notably, the 
youngest participant was 5 years old and the oldest was 95 years old, yet through gardening they found common ground.  

“Zombie Plant Palooza” 
By Patti Langston 
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As Scotty shared: “Everyone went home with plants, mini-greenhouses, new friends, sunburned necks, and an appreciation of 
partnering with nature instead of claiming ‘ownership’ over a parcel of land. Symbiotic relationship-inspired thinking prevailed. 
I think everyone had a great time and learned a lot.” 

Scotty and team have also presented “Gardening for the Birds” at Leesville United Methodist Church, and a “Haunted 
Courtyard” presentation is planned for October. In fact, Mayor Hazel Livingston has already expressed interest in participating 
in the next Zombie Plant Palooza. 

The greater message behind this event is that our outreach often extends far beyond what we realize. Scotty captured that 
sentiment perfectly: 

џfЮƣőŔŰťЮfЮĦċŰЮƚƓĲċťЮŉŸƖЮċũũЮŸŉЮƨƚЮŔŰЮƚċǃŔŰŊЮƣőċƣЮƣőŔƚЮƣǃƓĲЮŸŉЮŔŰƣĲƖċĦƣŔŸŰЮŔƚЮƽőċƣЮƽĲЮůŸƚƣЮũŸŸťЮŉŸƖƽċƖĬЮƣŸЮŔŰЮŉƨũǯũũŔŰŊЮŸƨƖЮ
ǃĲċƖũǃЮĲĬƨĦċƣŔŸŰċũЮƚĲƖƻŔĦĲЮƖĲƕƨŔƖĲůĲŰƣƚдЮÑċƖŊĲƣЮċƨĬŔĲŰĦĲƚЮŸŉЮǯƻĲцЮċŰĬЮƚŔǂцǃĲċƖцŸũĬƚЮċƖĲЮŉċŰƣċƚƣŔĦЮĤĲĦċƨƚĲЮŰŸƣЮŸŰũǃЮ
ċƖĲЮƽĲЮŔŰƚƣŔũũŔŰŊЮċЮũŸƻĲЮŸŉЮŰċƣƨƖĲЮŔŰЮƓĲŸƓũĲЮƽőŸЮƽŔũũЮŸƨƣũŔƻĲЮƨƚеЮĤƨƣЮƽĲЮċƖĲЮċũƚŸЮĲŰŊċŊĲĬЮŔŰЮĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖЮĬĲƻĲũŸƓůĲŰƣЮ
ƽőŔũĲЮŊƖŸƽŔŰŊЮċЮƖĲƻĲƖĲŰĦĲЮŉŸƖЮċũũЮũŔƻŔŰŊЮƣőŔŰŊƚдЮ ŰĬЮǃŸƨЮƚőŸƨũĬЮƚĲĲЮƣőĲЮũŸŸťЮŸŰЮƣőĲŔƖЮŉċĦĲƚЮƽőĲŰЮƣőĲǃЮƖĲċũŔǍĲЮŉŸŸĬЮ
ĦŸůĲƚЮŉƖŸůЮĬŔƖƣЮщЮŰŸƣЮƣőĲЮ9őŔĦťцǯũц ЮĬƖŔƻĲцƣőƖƨй 

ÑőċƣЮĬċǃеЮfЮƚĲƖƻĲĬЮŔŰЮċЮĬƨċũЮĦċƓċĦŔƣǃЮċƚЮċЮÉĦŸƨƣЮũĲċĬĲƖЮŔŰЮƨŰŔŉŸƖůЮƽőŔũĲЮċũƚŸЮƽĲċƖŔŰŊЮůǃЮ~ċƚƣĲƖЮ]ċƖĬĲŰĲƖЮŰċůĲƣċŊдЮ
ƚЮċЮÉĦŸƨƣЮũĲċĬĲƖеЮfЮċůЮƚƽŸƖŰЮƣŸЮĬĲũŔƻĲƖЮƣőĲЮŉŸƨƖЮƓƖŸůŔƚĲƚЮŸŉЮÉĦŸƨƣŔŰŊжЮũĲċĬĲƖƚőŔƓеЮǯƣŰĲƚƚеЮĦŔƣŔǍĲŰƚőŔƓеЮċŰĬЮ

ĦőċƖċĦƣĲƖЮĬĲƻĲũŸƓůĲŰƣдЮÑőĲЮũċƚƣЮƓŸŔŰƣЮŸŉЮƣőĲЮÉĦŸƨƣЮxċƽЮŔƚЮƖĲƻĲƖĲŰĦĲд 

ƚЮxĲǂŔŰŊƣŸŰЮ9ŸƨŰƣǃЮ~ċƚƣĲƖЮ]ċƖĬĲŰĲƖЮéŸũƨŰƣĲĲƖƚеЮƽĲЮƣĲċĦőеЮũĲċƖŰеЮċŰĬЮƻŸũƨŰƣĲĲƖеЮċŰĬЮĲƻĲƖǃŸŰĲЮƽċƚЮŔŰƻŔƣĲĬЮƣŸЮ
ŉƖĲĲũǃЮƚőċƖĲЮƣőĲŔƖЮĲǂƓĲƖŔĲŰĦĲƚЮċŰĬЮťŰŸƽũĲĬŊĲдЮ~ŸƖĲЮƣőċŰЮŸŰĲЮƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣЮƣŸũĬЮůĲЮċŉƣĲƖƽċƖĬЮƣőċƣЮƣőĲǃЮĦŸƨũĬЮŰŸƣЮƽċŔƣЮ
ƣŸЮƚőċƖĲЮƣőĲŔƖЮŰĲƽЮƓũċŰƣЮťŰŸƽũĲĬŊĲЮƽŔƣőЮƣőĲŔƖЮĦőŔũĬƖĲŰЮċŰĬЮŊƖċŰĬĦőŔũĬƖĲŰеЮőĲũƓŔŰŊЮĲĬƨĦċƣĲЮŉƨƣƨƖĲЮŊĲŰĲƖċƣŔŸŰƚд 

fЮőŸƓĲЮǃŸƨЮƽŔũũЮŢŸŔŰЮƨƚЮŰĲǂƣЮƣŔůĲЮƽĲЮőŸƚƣЮċЮĦŸũũċĤŸƖċƣŔŸŰЮũŔťĲЮƣőŔƚЮĤĲĦċƨƚĲЮŔƣЮƽċƚЮŔŰĦƖĲĬŔĤũǃЮŉƨŰЮċŰĬЮƖĲƽċƖĬŔŰŊдЮ
ÂũĲċƚĲЮƚĲĲťЮŸƨƣЮŸƓƓŸƖƣƨŰŔƣŔĲƚЮƣŸЮƚőċƖĲЮŸƨƖЮƓċƚƚŔŸŰЮŉŸƖЮċŰĬЮƚƣĲƽċƖĬƚőŔƓЮŸŉЮŰċƣƨƖĲЮƽŔƣőЮƓĲŸƓũĲЮŸŉЮċũũЮċŊĲƚд 

ŰĬЮŰĲƻĲƖЮŉŸƖŊĲƣжЮƣőĲЮƚċůĲЮƣőŔŰŊЮƣőċƣЮůċťĲƚЮƨƚЮċƽĲƚŸůĲЮŔƚЮƣőĲЮƚċůĲЮƣőŔŰŊЮƣőċƣЮůċťĲƚЮǍŸůĤŔĲƚЮċƽĲƚŸůĲиЮ 
ĬĲċĬцŔĦċƣŔŸŰйѠ 

What a wonderful story and example of community outreach. This type of dedication to organic and native gardening, combined 
with programming rooted in research-based information such as the resources provided by HGIC, represents the cornerstone 
of our organization. Let’s continue going out into our communities to teach others the proper way to garden — and let’s have fun 
while taking care of each other along the way. 
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Few sights are as delightful as a hummingbird hovering at a flower, wings buzzing like a tiny engine. Here 

in Lexington County, these energetic visitors begin arriving in spring and stick around through the warmer 

monthsðif your garden gives them a reason to stay. 

The good news? Attracting hummingbirds isnôt complicated. Itôs about creating the right combination of food, 

shelter, and safety. 

           Plant What They Love 

Hummingbirds are drawn to brightly colored, nectar-rich flowers, especially those in shades of red, orange, 

and pink. 

Look for tubular -shaped blooms, which perfectly match their long beaks and tongues. Some excellent, easier-

to-manage choices for Midlands gardens include: 

¶ Salvia 

¶ Bee balm (Monarda) 

¶ Indian Pink (Spigelia marilandica) 

¶ Penstemon (Plantaginaceae) 

¶ Society Garlic (Tulbaghia violacea) 

¶ Agapanthus, commonly known as Lily of the Nile 

¶ Vermillionaire Cuphea 

¶ Orange Cestrum or Orange Jessamine (Cestrum aurantiacum) 

Orange Cestrum is especially valuable because it produces clusters of orange, trumpet-shaped flowers that provide 

nectar from late spring well into fall, offering hummingbirds a reliable food source during much of their active 

season. 

These selections provide long bloom periods without the aggressive growth habits or maintenance concerns 

associated with some traditional hummingbird plants. 

Native plants are especially valuable because theyôre well adapted to our climate and provide reliable nectar. 

Guidance from Clemson Cooperative Extension can help you select varieties that thrive locally. 

 

   Think Beyond One Season 

Hummingbirds need consistent energy sources. Plan your garden so something is always blooming: 

¶ Spring: Indian Pink, penstemon, salvia 

🐦  Bringing in the Buzz: Preparing Your Garden to Attract 
Hummingbirds 

By April Aaron 
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¶ Summer: Bee balm, lantana, agapanthus, Vermillionaire Cuphea, Orange Cestrum 

¶ Late summer to fall: Society Garlic, salvia, Orange Cestrum, Vermillionaire Cuphea 

A steady supply of blooms keeps hummingbirds from moving on to another ñrestaurant.ò 

 

  Don’t Forget Water 

Hummingbirds donôt just sip nectarðthey also need water for drinking and bathing. 

A traditional birdbath is often too deep, but you can make it hummingbird-friendly by: 

¶ Adding shallow areas or stones for perching 

¶ Using a mister or dripper to create moving water (they love it!) 

 

       Provide Shelter & Perches 

These tiny birds are surprisingly territorial and need places to rest and keep watch. 

¶ Small trees and shrubs offer cover and nesting sites 

¶ Thin branches and even clotheslines can serve as perches 

A garden that feels safe is one hummingbirds will return to again and again. 

 

   Skip the Pesticides 

Hummingbirds rely on small insects and spiders for protein, especially during nesting season. Using pesticides 

reduces this critical food source and can harm the birds directly. 

A pollinator-friendly garden is, by default, a hummingbird-friendly one. 

 

         Should You Use Feeders? 

Feeders can supplement your garden, especially early or late in the season. 

If you use one: 

¶ Fill with a simple solution of 1 part sugar to 4 parts water (no dyes needed) 

¶ Clean frequently, especially in hot weather 

¶ Place near flowers, but not too close together to avoid crowding 

Think of feeders as a bonusðnot a replacement for flowering plants. 

 

    A Garden Worth Visiting 
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Attracting hummingbirds is about more than planting a few red flowers. Itôs about creating a space that offers 

food, water, shelter, and safety throughout the season. 

Do that, and you wonôt just see hummingbirds pass throughðyouôll give them a reason to stay, hover, and return 

year after year. 
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[/aD± !ƴƴǳŀƭ aŜŜǝƴƎ 

June 8, 2026 

Location: Ashland United Methodist 

όōŜǘǿŜŜƴ .ǳǎƘ wƛǾŜǊ wŘ ϧ {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿǎ wŘύ 

ммΥлл !a π мΥол ta 

Garden Photography & Education Through Garden Shots 

Speaker: Phillip Jones, retired from DNR, 

Photographer with SC Wildlife 

 

[/aD± ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ CǊƛŜŘ /ƘƛŎƪŜƴ 

{ƛƎƴ ¦Ǉ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜΗ 

{ƛƎƴ ¦Ǉ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǇΗ 

{ƛƎƴ ¦Ǉ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǳǇΗ 

{ƛƎƴ ¦Ǉ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŦƻƻŘΣ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻǊ ŘǊƛƴƪ ǘŀōƭŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊΗ 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/LCMGV_2026_Annual_Meeting  

LCMGV Annual Meeting 

https://lcmgv.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f38d933db68325d1416fd225&id=76c4e3d56c&e=37e52dcc23
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I hope many of you will consider a charitable contribution to Lexington County Master Gardeners. 

 When she was President, Helen Rivers worked hard to obtain 501 c(3) (charitable) status for our organization. Peter Pigeon of Hobbs 

Financial Group Advisors has written an article about QCDs, one way to give to charities. 

DƛǾƛƴƎ ²ƛǘƘ tǳǊǇƻǎŜΥ ¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ v/5ǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀȄπ9ŶŎƛŜƴǘ tƘƛƭŀƴǘƘǊƻǇȅ 

²ǊƛǧŜƴ ōȅ tŜǘŜ !Φ tƛƎŜƻƴΣ /CtϯΣ /Φ9Φh ƻŦ Iƻōōǎ DǊƻǳǇ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊǎΣ [[/ 

 

A Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) allows individuals to donate directly from an IRA to a qualified charity while potentially 

reducing taxable income. QCDs have become an increasingly popular charitable planning strategy for retirees because they can satisfy 

Required Minimum Distributions (RMDs) without increasing adjusted gross income. 

²Ƙŀǘ Lǎ ŀ v/5Κ 

A QCD is a direct transfer from an IRA custodian to an eligible charitable organization. When completed properly, the distribution is 

excluded from taxable income rather than taken as an itemized charitable deduction. This can be especially valuable for taxpayers who 

take the standard deduction. 

²Ƙŀǘ !ƎŜ /ŀƴ ¸ƻǳ {ǘŀǊǘ aŀƪƛƴƎ v/5ǎΚ 

An individual must be at least ŀƎŜ тлѹ at the time the distribution is made to qualify for QCD treatment. Importantly, this age threshold 

is different from the age for Required Minimum Distributions, which generally begins at age 73 under current law. 

This means someone can begin using QCD strategies before RMDs officially start. 

нлнс v/5 aŀȄƛƳǳƳ !Ƴƻǳƴǘ 

For 2026, the maximum amount an individual can donate through QCDs is ϷмммΣлллΦ Married couples filing jointly may each complete 

QCDs from their own IRAs, allowing up to ϷнннΣллл combined if both spouses qualify. 

YŜȅ ¢ŀȄ .ŜƴŜŬǘǎ 

tƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ v/5 ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ 

* Reducing taxable income 

* Satisfying all or part of an RMD 

* Potentially lowering Medicare IRMAA surcharges 

* Helping manage taxation of Social Security benefits 

* Benefiting taxpayers who do not itemize deductions 

Because the distribution is excluded from income, many retirees find QCDs more tax-efficient than taking an IRA withdrawal and then 

donating cash separately. 

 

LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ wǳƭŜǎ ǘƻ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ 

To qualify: 

1. The distribution must go 5Lw9/¢[¸ from the IRA custodian to the charity.  
a. You cannot take your RMD and then send funds from your bank account if you would like the donation to qualify as 

a QCD.  
2. The charity must be a qualified 501(c)(3) organization. 
3. The donor cannot also claim the amount as an itemized charitable deduction. 
4. The distribution must be completed by December 31 for that tax year. 

Giving With a Purpose 
By Barbara Whitaker 
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Garden Stroll   
The Secluded Gardens  

Home of Gail & Wayne Buff  
Wednesday, June 10, 2026  

9:30 - 11:30 a.m.  

Parking is available in the Wingard's Market gravel Overflow lot behind the Produce Market.  Staff will guide 

members through the side gate of the parking lot to the Secluded Garden.   Please save the parking at the Buff's 

for those who have difficulty walking. (132 Seclusion Court) 

The Continuing Education Field Trip committee has a special invitation for summer 2026.   Garden enthusiasts 

Wayne & Gail Buff, who have an exceptional garden in Lexington with over 250 varieties of daylilies and 

companion plants love to share the fruits of their labor for individuals who know the true benefits gardening 

brings to the soul.   Come stroll through the Secluded Gardens to enjoy the joyful rewards of hard work through 

the spectacular blooms of daylilies, beautiful flowers, shrubs, and trees.  The Secluded Gardens feature plants in 

full sun/part sun/shade, so something everyone can envision in their garden. 

You are welcome to bring a friend to drop in & stroll around the Secluded Gardens!  Thanks for using SignUp 

Genius for the event!! 

 Thank you for signing up!   

Just click here: Secluded Gardens SignUp Link 

For more information, contact Karen Campbell KarenCampbell.MG@gmail.com  
(803) 360-5038 
 
 

Garden Stroll in the Secluded Gardens Invitation! 
By Karen Campbell 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805044FA5AC2BABF94-64217497-lcmgv
mailto:KarenCampbell.MG@gmail.com
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NC State Extension Master Gardener Program offers a variety of educational programs provided by Professors, 

Emeritus Professors and Extension Horticulture Agents. The link below will direct you to Dr. Dan Potter's program 

on identifying the top native and non-native trees that attract bees. Once you go to this link you will also see 

other EMG programs to view for educational credits and information.  

Dr. Dan Potter, Emeritus Professor of Entomology from the University of Kentucky, identifies the top native and 

non-native “bee magnets” among trees and shrubs suited for Southeastern urban landscapes. Learn why bee 

populations are declining, and how gardeners like you can help by incorporating woody landscape plants to 

provide nectar, pollen, nesting sites and materials. This webinar was sponsored by the NC Extension Master 

Gardener endowment. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kjOay7mE2h4&list=PLy98_UNN7c6on0Fr8xIPQHUaLtkvbdoRZ&index=3 

These educational online classes are a wonderful way to learn on rainy days and hot, sunny and humid days.  

  

Educational Resource 
By Debby West 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kjOay7mE2h4&list=PLy98_UNN7c6on0Fr8xIPQHUaLtkvbdoRZ&index=3
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5ŜŀǊ aŀǎǘŜǊ DŀǊŘŜƴŜǊ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ 

It’s almost that time of year again! 

June 30 marks the end of the reporting year. Please be sure to input all 

volunteer service and continuing education for Wǳƭȅ мΣ нлнр π WǳƴŜ олΣ 

нлнсΣ by CǊƛŘŀȅΣ Wǳƭȅ мл.  Inputting your hours is important for several 

reasons: 

 

1. Keeping your hours up to date in our system allows you to maintain the 

correct status. This can prevent you from becoming "inactive" in the 

system and needing to repeat a background check 

 

2. It helps me paint a picture of the amazing work you all are doing when I complete the annual report and justify 

the importance of your work to our funders. 

 

3. Last but not least, it allows your local coordinators and I to give proper recognition for your time and 

commitment to educating your community as a Master Gardener Volunteer. We are so appreciative of the 

impact you make, and it is truly impressive to see it collectively on paper. So, get those hours in! 

 

Click I9w9 for the link to the reporting system. 

 

Check out our C!v page or w9thw¢LbD {¸{¢9a ¢¦¢hwL![ if you need guidance. 

 

  

Reminder to Post Time 
By SC Master Gardener 

https://clemson.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=870d9f34a2198c919e6d9a9da&id=439fcb8a7a&e=79cfdb1d8c
https://clemson.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=870d9f34a2198c919e6d9a9da&id=4a40b7a900&e=79cfdb1d8c
https://clemson.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=870d9f34a2198c919e6d9a9da&id=c3e13467f2&e=79cfdb1d8c
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Daylily Show and Sale 
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No, not the one in the bathroom that keeps track of your eating too much in proportion to your activity. I’m talking 

about that insect that belongs to a huge family of insects. 

Scale are soft bodied sap sucking insects that cover themselves with wax. The soft scale has a pliable wax covering 

while the armored (hard) scale’s wax covering is like a stiffer shell. The wax covering may be white, brown or gray. 

However, when you squish a soft scale, you may see the body was red or purple. 

Scale can be unsightly and cause weakened plants. In crape myrtle they may reduce plant strength resulting in less 

flowers and delayed new leaves. Another problem with soft scale, like many sap sucker insects is they excrete 

“honeydew”. That may attract ants and a dark fungus named sooty mold. 

Understanding the life cycle of scale is very important in their control. Females lay eggs under their shell or under a 

secretion of fluffy wax. The mature male has wings to find mates but they are so tiny, rarely seen. When the eggs 

hatch the newborns are called crawlers. They move about long enough to find a spot to feed and stay there. For 

excellent photos and much other general information about scale, go to /extension.umd.edu/resource/introduction-

scale-insects/ 

It is at the crawler stage they are most vulnerable. This is usually early spring, but some species may have longer time 

of crawler hatching and need repeated application of your control. 

If the plant is not too large, strong streams of water may remove some of the scale. You might try also using a soft 

brush to physically remove it. Horticultural oils seem to be one of the safer methods of control. They are not residual 

so have less effect on beneficial insects. They work by suffocation the scale. Multiple applications may be needed. 

But they are a pesticide so READ THE LABEL. Timing and temperature are important. There is also a dormant oil that 

can be applied in the fall to target the overwintering stage. Good cultural practice involves removing all mulch and 

dropped leaves under your plant and applying fresh mulch. 

For severe infestations and for plants beyond your reach there are now drenches that work systemically. See 

Factsheet | HGIC 2015 for more information on drench treatment. Be aware this could be harmful to pollinators in 

late blooming trees and shrubs. 

My first experience in my yard with scale was on the lower leaves of my three camellias. It just looked like someone 

had splattered white paint on the underside of the leaf. Research on HGIC confirms this was a tea scale, a variety of 

armored scale. Next, I saw scale on my crape myrtle. This was soon after learning that it had moved into our state, 

perhaps related to our warmer temperature. I believe that may be the same scale that I then found on my 

beautyberry. 

So be alert especially in the spring and get this under control as soon as possible. 

 

  

The Dreaded Scale 
By Ivy rice 
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Hybridizing daylilies is a rewarding experience that gives one the opportunity to be creative. The steps are pretty straightforward; 

however, patience is required! 

Steps to consider include: 

¶ Desired characteristics 

¶ Ploidy 

¶ Pollination process 

¶ Record-keeping 

¶ Planting  

 

5ŜǎƛǊŜŘ /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǝŎǎΦ What do you want to create?  Do you want to breed for color, size, height, shape, form (placement of petals), 

patterns, fancy edges, etc. Take frequent walks around a garden.  Study (and enjoy) the daylilies. Take photos.  Randomly hybridizing 

plants is exciting but will waste valuable time – have a purpose and a plan. 

tƭƻƛŘȅΦ There are 2 types of daylilies – diploid and tetraploid.  Chromosomes come in matching pairs. Most daylilies have 

22 chromosomes– 11 pairs. Tetraploid daylilies are not present in nature and have been created, with each tetraploid daylily cell having 

44 chromosomes. Experiments converting diploid daylilies to tetraploids began in the 1950s using colchicine, a very toxic and 

dangerous chemical that is found in the autumn crocus (/ƻƭŎƘƛŎǳƳ ŀǳǘǳƳƴŀƭŜ). 

Do not attempt to cross tetraploid and diploid daylilies with each other – if any pods develop, they will not be viable.  If you do not 

know the ploidy of a potential parent choice, this information is readily available for registered daylilies on the American Daylily Society 

(ADS) website at https://daylilies.org/search/. 

Breeders have identified ploidy advantages you might consider when selecting which plants to cross. Tetraploid daylilies are know for 

larger flowers, more intense colors, sturdier scapes (stalks), heavier foliage, and greater breeding possibilities due to having more 

chromosomes.  Diploids are known for being easier to cross and possess unique forms such as doubles (extra petals in multiples of 3) 

and spiders (petals have length to width ratio of at least 4:1).  

tƻƭƭƛƴŀǝƻƴ tǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ Be familiar with parts of the daylily. Single daylilies have 6 stamens, which hold the pollen (male part) and the 

pistil receives the pollen (female part). It is better to attempt pollination in the morning before the pollen dries out too much, usually 

around 80 degrees.  After selecting the daylilies you want to cross, remove a stamen from one and gently dab the pollen on the pistil 

of the other plant. The opening of the pistil will be sticky if it is ready to receive the pollen and you will be able to see it on the pistil 

after dabbing.  It is amazing that it only takes one grain of pollen that has traveled down the pistil to create a seed pod! Remove the 

anthers from the pollen receiving plant so they do not accidentally journey to the pistil. Tie a small plastic tag around the base of the 

bloom that has been pollinated. The tag needs to be labeled, using a pencil, with abbreviated names of the crossed daylilies or assign 

the bloom a unique number - whatever identification system you devise.  Example:  Pod 123 x Pollen 567. Document this info in a 

notebook or however you choose to keep records but keep this info!  

Another scenario is to collect the pollen (simply remove the stamen) if you are waiting for a particular plant to bloom that you want to 

pollinate. Save the pollen in your refrigerator for future use. Simply remove the stamen and use tweezers to clip off the anther (end 

part of the stamen that holds the pollen). Store it in a petri dish labeled with identification.  

Do not deadhead (remove) the spent bloom that was pollinated - the bloom will drop off on its own. Then wait.  The ovary at the base 

of the bloom will swell if a seed pod forms. Happy dance! Then wait again for the seed pod to develop – it will take a few weeks for 

cǃĤƖŔĬŔǍŔŰŊШ?ċǃũŔũŔĲƚШŉŸƖШEŰŢŸǃůĲŰƣ 
By Beverly Breuer 

 

https://daylilies.org/search/
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the pod to grow and mature.  When the pod starts turning brown, watch it closely so the seeds do not fall out.  Losing the seeds will 

ruin your hard work.  Therefore, it is recommended to tie a small mesh bag (readily available on Amazon) around the pod to catch the 

seeds.  

wŜŎƻǊŘ YŜŜǇƛƴƎΦ This is very important, even for novice hybridizers. Period.  Record info such as year of pollination, pod parent, pollen 

parent, plant name, location, etc. – it might seem like a lot of info, but you don’t want to need it at some point and not have it. Assemble 

a “pollination kit” that includes a notebook, pencils, tags, string, tweezers, small scissors for clipping stamen, etc. to carry around as 

you pollinate. 

tƭŀƴǝƴƎΦ Decide when you want to plant the seeds – springtime is suggested. Store labeled seeds in the refrigerator until you are ready 

to plant them.  

There are many great videos and articles about planting daylily seeds – some with different opinions in methodology. They are worth 

a look. Basically, plant the seeds in small containers (pots, seed trays, cups with drain holes, etc.)  ¼ inch deep using a sterile, high-

quality soil-less potting mix.  Pre-moisten the soil and ensure it remains moist. Keep the containers in a warm, well-lit area. The seeds 

could take from one week to 2 months to germinate. Transplant the plants into larger containers as they grow. Note it could take a year 

or two for your seedlings to bloom. Be proud of your creativity – it will come to fruition. Be patient and enjoy your accomplishments!   

CƻǊ CǳǊǘƘŜǊ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ There are local hybridizing experts who are members of the Mid-Carolina Daylily Society that will gladly walk 

you through the pollination process. The Daylily Journal available to members of the American Daylily Society is also a wealth of 

information. Also seek out Facebook groups and the websites and Facebook pages of national hybridizers.  

wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ   

American Daylily Society (Frequently Asked Questions), Plant Fans, Oakes Daylilies (How to Hybridize Daylilies), Growing the Home 

Garden (How to Cross Daylilies), The Plant Doctor (All About Daylilies), Lewis Daylily Garden (Daylily Hybridizing for Beginners), 

Southern Michigan Daylily Society, Lee Breuer 
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My bay laurel tree is one of my favorite plants in my garden.  I purchased it as a small 8” plant for $10 many 
years ago at the Seven Oaks Plant Shop.  It is planted on the backside of my garage where it gets partial 
shade.  I have found the “right plant in the right place” that we all hope for as it has grown to the middle of 
my roof several times and been drastically pruned down.  Bay symbolized wisdom and glory in Ancient 
Rome as the leaves were used to form crowns or “laurels” worn by emperors and victorious athletes.  In 
cooking dried bay leaves are preferred over the more bitter fresh leaves.  Whole dried leaves are usually 
added to a dish at the start of a recipe and removed before serving.  This attractive evergreen tree has 
yielded me an endless supply of leaves to use in soups, stews, sauces and to share. 

 

  

My Bay Laurel Tree 
By Nancy Hogsett 
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https://hgic.clemson.edu/   for HGIC info, where all the 
good info is, but you can also sign up for their  

newsletter (pic attached).     

  

https://gardening.ces.ncsu.edu/publications/ for fact 
sheets and gardening information from NC State 
Extension 

  

https://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/georgia-
master-gardener-extension-volunteer-program/home-
gardening-publications.html 
For fact sheets from Georgia Extension 

  

https://ifas.catalog.instructure.com/ 
For fact sheets from Florida Extension 

  

https://agriculture.sc.gov/ 
SC Department of Agriculture 

  

    

  

Resources 

https://hgic.clemson.edu/
https://gardening.ces.ncsu.edu/publications/
https://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/georgia-master-gardener-extension-volunteer-program/home-gardening-publications.html
https://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/georgia-master-gardener-extension-volunteer-program/home-gardening-publications.html
https://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/georgia-master-gardener-extension-volunteer-program/home-gardening-publications.html
https://ifas.catalog.instructure.com/
https://agriculture.sc.gov/
https://ifas.catalog.instructure.com/
https://hgic.clemson.edu/
https://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/georgia-master-gardener-extension-volunteer-program/home-gardening-publications.html
https://gardening.ces.ncsu.edu/publications/
https://agriculture.sc.gov/


  Page | 22 

 June 2026    Volume 26     Issue 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Just a reminder to log your hours as 
‘Educational Service—Mass Media’ 

 It is an easy way to get some  
Educational Service Hours. 

 
Thank you to the following contributors for  

articles and photos. 
Karen McAbee, April Aaron, Vicki Merritt, Patti Langston,  
Barbara Whitaker, Karen Campbell, Debby West, Ivy Rice,  

Beverly Breuer, Nancy Hogsett 
 

Next month’s issue will be published on July 1, 2026, and the theme 
is “Plants and Pests in Summer Heat”. Send in your articles and/or 

pictures. 
 

Please submit your photos and articles by  
June 23rd to greensheet@lcmgv.org . 

 
 

In Closing 


