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Website/Social Media

1st Quarter

Kay Roman

Kay Roman

Cathy Beattie - editor/proofreader extraordinaire
Tim Carrier - patient provider of experience and transfer of social media
accounts

1. Tim Carrier turned over the website, instagram, and Facebook accounts to
Kay Roman.

2. Updated website with current information with the goal of making the
website more user friendly and a solid resource for the community and the
membership.

3. Updated the news and information banner on the home page to provide the
community and the membership with up-to-date events.

4. Created both a community and a membership calendar of events.

5. Began publishing regular posts on Instagram and Facebook using the
Clemson HGIC as the primary resource.

6. Provided support for the monthly calendar for the president and began
using links to the website for members to find more information and promote
the use of the website by the membership.

1. Keep the website up-to-date with the latest information. Add information for
the membership to have access and increase transparency across the
organization.

2. Promote the use of the website by the membership and encourage ongoing
feedback on the site and our ongoing communications.

3. Begin exploring a redesign of the website and the use of the members
feature in the website software.

4. Continue regular publishing of social media posts.

Kay

Roman

kayroman28@gmail.com

+1803 603 2967


mailto:kayroman28@gmail.com
tel:+18036032967
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https://www.richlandmastergardeners.com/

Give Us Your Feedback

Oct 21, 2025

Membership

Cathy Beattie

Scholarship Committee: Mary Steppling (chair), Pam Breen, Marilyn Hogan, Regina
Monteith, Val Hutchinbson (ex officio)

167 members, including 144 full members, 8 RCMGA interns, 9 honorary members, and
7 interns in other counties who joined RCMGA but are workinmg on certification in other
counties. Membership for two interns from the 2023 class has been discontinued since

they have not reported any hours in the year and a half they had to certify.

Update membership rolls as appropriate.



October 22, 2026

RCMGA Board Quarterly Report Form Date:

Committee/Project Name: Committee/Project Chair:
Sandhill Children's Garden Debbie Thomas

Standing Committee Member Names:

The following people are board members of the Friends of the Children's Garden: Debbie Thomas, Val
Hutchinson, Marilyn Hogan, Linda Hughes, Jim Hightower, Kim Togood Elaine Jeter, Ed Lyons, Lala Boman
Other volunteers include: Blaine Moore, Tracy Nunnery, Jeanette, Blaine Moore, Mary Denice

Please share some news of activity this month involving your project, e.g. presentations,

planning, work sessions, collaboration with other groups/projects:

Friends of the Children's Garden (FOTCG) had two board meetings. A butterfly presentation was given in
September. Noise makers were made out of bamboo for the fourth of July. The Garden is open Monday
and Wednesday morning from 7:30 - 10:00 for volunteers and Master Gardeners to work.

List ways that volunteers were involved:

Weeding, weeding and weeding. We painted all of the concrete benches. Aligator, turtle and bird baths
were painted. The cushions on the butterfly chairs were replaced with wood. The swing in the Reading
Garden was repaired and repainted. 400 flowers were purchased and planted around McGregor's Garden,
gazebo and Pollinator Garden. Raised planters were built in Old McDonald's Farm. Vegetables were
planted in Old McDonald's Farm and McGregor's Garden. Sprinkler system is continued to be tweeked for

the entire garden.

Xhis month’s goals:

The RCMGA and FOTCG donated money to purchase a hoop house. We plant to have it all put together in
about a month. Work on getting the Garden ready for winter. We need to get the Kiosk updated. | need to
send updated information to Kay for the RCMGA web site.

Additional comments:
We have a wonderful group of people work in the garden. Along with Master Gardeners we have several

people who are just in the neighborhood that come out each week to help. It is a pleasure to come out and
work/play every Wednesday.
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RCMGA Board Quarterly Report Form November 2025

Committee/Project Name: Compost Garden Committee/Project/Chair: K Brenner

Standing Committee Member Names:

Nancy Piester, Valerie Moore, Daryll Murono, Linda Olsen, Mary Stover, Mary Lou
Guerrina, Rebecca Groth, Sherilyn Byrd, Dot Valentine, Lawrence Haselden, Rich Byer,
Michael Beown, Lala Bowman

Number, location type of meetings throughout the year: Weekly... every Monday
morning from 8:00 to 10:00 except when Clemson is closed.

General Summary of Activities:

e Incorporating buckets of kitchen scraps obtained weekly from several restaurants

into each of the six bins in the garden

e Turn each of the bins to mix and aerate the contents

e Siftand bag compost which is ready (i.e. "cooked")

e Clean and wash the buckets
Further work in the garden as may be needed (e.g. weeding, pruning, planting raised beds,
mulching etc.)

Areas requiring volunteers:
The team consists of a dozen committed MG’s who are regulars each Monday, but any
new MG is welcome if they are interested in composting.

Additional Comments:

e There is a need to do further “public education” about the importance of composting and
how it is done.

e About 50 one gallon bags of compost with instructions on how to compost were donated
to the public on Plant Sale Day in 2025. Donations for the 2026 sale are also
contemplated.

e Daryll Murono has written several articles published in the GIR on composting and the
history of the Compost Garden.

e Plans for a “Hugelkultur” version of composting are in the works for this year.




RCMGA Board Quarterly Report Form Date: 10.23.2025

Committee/Project Name: Intern/Mentor Committee/Project/Chair: Robin McClellan

Standing Committee Member Names:
No standing committee currently.

Please share some news of activity this quarter involving your project, e.g.,
presentations, planning, work sessions, collaboration with other groups/projects:

(1) Newly certified master gardeners have been highlighted with photos/bios in the March and
September 2025 issues of the RCMGA quarterly newsletter, Gardening in Rich Land. March: Lala
Bowman and Sandy Watson; September: Diane Bruner, Mary Denis Cauthen, Angel Clark;
Sherrerd Hartness, Tracy Nunnery, Kay Roman, Yarley Steedly, Doris Taylor, and Elizabeth
Welling. Robin McClellan helped, when needed, with editing bios and contributing photos to the
publication editor.

(2) Interns earning certified status after December Holiday Luncheon 2024 through May 15, 2025,
were honored at the June Awards Gala. Those members recognized at the event were Class of 2023
members: Angel Clark, Yarley Steedly and Elizabeth Welling, (Diane Bruner - unable to attend)
and Class of 2024 members: Lala Bowman, Kay Roman, and Sandy Watson, (Tracy Nunnery -
unable to attend). The newly certified MGs received permanent name badges and official
certificates from the Clemson Cooperative Extension.

(3) Suzie Kiser, intern from the Richland County Class of 2023, certified officially on

(4) Interns remaining from the Richland County Class of 2023: Sara Jo Kent & Chappelle Williams
(5) Interns remaining from the Richland County Class of 2024: Julia Baker, Doug Hartley, Carol
McDill, Jennifer Robinson, Katie Alice Walker & Ted Zanders

(6) The 2025 Richland County MG course started on Thursday, September 11, 2025 - RCMGA
President, Val Hutchinson, RCMGA Membership Chair, Cathy Beattie, and I visited the class
participants. We presented information about RCMGA membership and the benefits of
involvement. Robin distributed a sign-up sheet to collect contact information for the students.
Cathy Beattie distributed the most current copy of the RCMGA Intern Survival Guide.

(7) Intern/ Mentor Director currently recruiting mentors for new intern members that will join the
association after the conclusion of the 2025 MG course.

List ways that volunteers were involved:

(1) RCMGA Treasurer, Heidi McKinley, ordered name badges for newly certified MGs for the
June Awards Gala and will order for those members that will be recognized at the
December Holiday Luncheon on Tuesday, 12.9.2025. THX SO MUCH!

(2) RCMGA Membership Chair, Cathy Beattie, edited and printed copies of the RCMGA Intern
Survival Guide for distribution to the new Richland County Master Gardener course
participants. We will print additional copies for new members joining the association.




This month’s goals:

(1) Update RCMGA Welcome Letter and Certification Requirements for RCMGA Interns
documents prior to the completion of the Richland County MG course (11.20.25).

(2) Collect names and contact info for all taking the RC course and any students from the
Kershaw County course residing in Richland County; communicate by email and share
benefits of RCMGA membership.

(3) Recruit 20+ RCMGA mentors before 12.1.2025

Additional Comments: NONE at the time.




RCMGA Board Quarterly Report Form Date: 7212

Committee/Project Name: Committee/Project Chair:

Carolina Yard. Regina Monteith

Standing Committee Member Names:
Toni Hubbell, Nancy Maseng, Susan Wilson, Daryll Murono, Carla Frantz, Robin McClellan, Susan
Zourzoukis

Please share some news of activity this month involving your project, e.g. presentations,

planning, work sessions, collaboration with other groups/projects:

October was a busy planting and “showing off* month!

On October 8, we began planting a 4 foot wide strip outside the picket fence on the right side of the plot.
Jenks Farmer had delivered seven large crinum bulbs. We had 24 Montauk daisies, not a native despite the
name, and 12 bronze fennel to put in the ground. We used Jenks Farmer’s technique: water the hole, water
the plant, water the planting. The planting was successful, but the strip needed height.

On October 15, we added height: we planted Joe Pye weed, iron weed, and pink muhly grass, all natives,
along the fence and at the corners of the strip. What a difference those plants made!

Later that morning, Richland County Council Chair, Jessica Mackey, Richland County Conservation

List ways that volunteers were involved:

Commissioner Charles Weber, and RCCC analyst John McKenzie visited the Carolina Yard demonstration
garden to inspect and admire the garden that the commission’s $10,000 grant had supported. They
admired the amazing purple Mexican bush sage, covered with bees, ‘Coral Nymph’ salvia towering over the
glider, and the ‘Ryan’s Pink’ mums, symmetrically planted on both sides of the garden. All of us enjoyed
frosted pumpkin squares, made by Robin McClellan, and cold water. It was a fine celebration of an amazing

Xhis month’s goals:

Plant additional tricolor sage and parsley.

Top dress garden with Stout Ollie compost.

Renew pine chip mulch inside garden and apply to strips along fences.
Continue to deadhead plants.

Continue to add materials to the compost bin.

Monitor beds for insects and diseases.

Update plant labels.

Additional comments:
Many thanks to my team of volunteers who have supported the work on the Carolina Yard from the
beginning of its relocation to the Sandhill Children’s Garden to its concluding plantings and celebration.
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