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February 2025 LCMGV Membership Meeting 
By Richenda Batson 

February 9, 2026 

Lexington Extension Office 10am -12:30am  

Attendees: 48 members and 3 guests  

 

 

 

 

Speaker: Don McIness, 

“Pruning Basics”  

Don’s informative presentation was on the basics of pruning. 

Why Prune? We prune to cut parts of the plant off to reduce the size, shape the plant, open up the center of the 

plant, remove the canopy, remove dead pieces of the plant, propagate the plant, remove weight, reduce disease 

from damage to plant, to encourage growth, reduce wind load on plants and when your insurance  

company tells you to remove branches that are touching your home. Pruning should be done out of necessity. Prune 

dead wood, crossing branches, branches heading to the center, branches too close to the trunk that are tighter than 

a 45 degree angle, branches that are growing straight parallel with the primary branch  

(co-dominance), a scaffolding branch with a crowded intersection, larger branches the same size as a the  

primary trunk or branches growing into structures. 

Danger of Pruning? Pruning leaves wounds and bacteria can easily move in and stress the tree or shrub.  

Incorrect pruning damages the bark collar (branch and trunk meet) which takes longer to heal. Plant growth is  

regulated by hormones which are created at the buds so cutting of the hormone producing bud can stall growth.   

When to Prune? We prune depending on our weather, we don’t need to prune at the onset of cold weather as new 

growth will die in drastically cold temperatures.  We should not prune right before a plant flowers if we want the 

shrub or tree to flower.  General timing for Pruning:  Prune blooming plants after Mother’s day, prune Crepe Myrtles 

now as generally they bloom at the end of summer. Don’t prune spring bloomers like Dogwoods or Forsythia now as 

they bloom early spring. There are exceptions to pruning methods such as Fruit trees, Bonsai, Topiary and Hedges.     

Safe Pruning Practices: Do not prune more than ⅓ of foliage in one season. Do not tear but cut branches at an angle. 

Do not cut the bark collar, cut close but do not damage. To prune large limbs cut 3 times; 1) remove weight 2) at the 

bottom of the branch 3) ½ inch above the collar as the collar will eventually grow and cover the wound.  To prune an 

older shrub, do it over several years. 

Recommended Reading: “From Wasteland to Wonder’ Basil Camu, USDA “How to Prune Trees”, Dr. Ed Gilman, “The 

Educated Climber” 
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February 2025 LCMGV Membership Meeting (cont.) 
By Richenda Batson 

 

February 9, 2026 

Lexington Extension Office 10am -12:30am  

Attendees: 48 members and 3 guests  

 

 

 

 

Old Business: Sandy Dickerson—Almanac’s for Sale are available! 

 

CONGRATULATIONS!!!: Melody Lindsey, Volunteer of the Year! 

 

Field Trip: Charleston on March 19th.  

 

Next Meeting:  March 16th at 10:00am at the Extension Office 
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2026 Winter GLaMs 
By Shawn Grover 

Branch Date/Time Topic 

LML  Saturday, March 7 @ 3:00 PM  Centipede Lawn Care  

Gilbert  Wednesday, March 11 @ 11:00 AM  Herbs in Your Garden  

Gaston  Thursday March 12 @ 11:00 AM  Herbs in Your Garden  

IR  Saturday, March 14 @ 3:00 pm  Fruit in the Garden  

Chapin  Monday March 16 @ 2:00 PM  Orchids  

SW  Thursday March 26 @ 5:00 pm  Propagation  

CWC  Wednesday, April 1 @ 1:00 pm  Camellias  

Presenters, Support, and Intern Only Positions are mostly filled for 2026  

Winter Spring GLAM’s at the Lexington County Public Libraries.  All preparation 

and presentation hours plus up to one hour for travel serves as Education  

Service hours. 

Please consider signing up to present or support. Contact Shawn Grover at 

swgrover@bellsouth.net or text 404 247 6411 for questions. 

Use SignUp Genius to sign up 

The GLAM sign-up for the Lexington County Libraries was published in December. To date,  

Several of the Intern Only slots are also available. LCMGV ‘s including interns can build education service 

hours by participating in a GLAM. And all slots now have a waitlist option, so if someone signs up for a  

position and then has a conflict, they can delete themselves from sign-up genius and the waitlist individual 

is notified of the opening. All programs are advertised by Lexington County Library System in their 2026 

Winter / Spring Program Guide. 

Footnote: When you attend a GLaM presentation you can earn an hour of continuing education and show  

support for LCMGV! 
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Building a Community Garden 

By Helen Zimbro 

 

In the February issue, my article on “A Growing Concern: Teaching Children to Love Gardening”, I intro-

duced you to the Living Wright Foundation and to the 5th Graders at St. Martin de Porres “Plant Day”, 

where the children had so much fun. Please check out the article if you missed it, I think you will enjoy 

hearing about that super fun day!  

The Living Wright Foundation has done it again! They have partnered with St. Martin de Porres to build 

a Community Garden! They have donated 4- 4x12x2 ft tall raised beds with wood 2 inches thick, and by 

the end of April, a total of 6, with 2 additional Pollinator beds on the ends!  

These donated raised beds will be used for cultural gardens. Hildegard Tollefsen, Director of  

Environmental Education at St. Martin de Porres Catholic Church, is spearheading and working with 

USC Professor Tom Syfert, Mr. Robert Percival, Living Wright Foundation, and Principal Don Doggett, to 

turn a vacant lot, owned by the church, into a true cultural garden. We all agree that this will have a 

great impact on the school and surrounding communities population for many reasons. 

The donated raised beds, cut and patterned wood will be built, under the direction of my husband,  

Larry Zimbro, Master Carpenter, by 16 USC Project Management students, as part of their assignment, 

by their Professor Tom Syfert, and due in April. The garden will be modeled off the Rosewood  

Community Orchard and the Chestnut Community Farms, Living Wright Foundation. 

The garden will feature 2 African heritage beds, 2 Hispanic heritage beds, 2 Vietnamese heritage beds 

and 2 Pollinator beds. The emphasis on cultural heritage reflects the diverse populations in our  

community. It will foster appreciation for the community’s different cultures and encourage  

inter-community relations. The garden will serve the school’s educational needs functioning as a living 

classroom, where students engage in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics)  

activities such as insect identification, testing soil quality, studying plant-pollinator interactions, and 

exploring how sustainable agriculture practices support both ecosystems and human health. Beyond 

serving the school, the garden will serve the local community providing fresh produce which will be 

available directly through the garden and through the church’s soup kitchen. The garden will be a  

community gathering space which the community currently does not have. Might I also mention, that 

Ms. Hildegard Tollefsen is a bachelor degreed Entomologist! 

 

(continued on next page) 
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Building a Community Garden (cont’d) 

By Helen Zimbro 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USC Students working with Master Carpenter, Larry Zimbro. Ms. Hildegard (Hilde), Entomologist and 

Director of Environmental Education. (Not pictured, Professor Tom Syfert, Robert Percival and Master 

Gardener, Richland County, Lawrence Hazelton).  

St. Martin de Poores is hoping for donations from anyone that is interested in helping this community 

venture, and is located at 1426 Oak St., Columbia, SC 29204 or for The Living Wright Foundation  

(501 (c) (3) 509 (a) (2) non profit, 302 Senate St., Columbia, SC 29201.  

 

For more information: Contact: The Living Wright Foundation 

Website - https://livingwrightfoundation.org/ 

Email - info@livingwrightfoundation.org  

Senate’s End – Community Gardens—302 Senate Street Columbia, SC 29201  

Chestnut Community Farm – 2505 Chestnut Street Columbia, SC, 29204 

https://livingwrightfoundation.org/
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Soil First 

By April Aaron 

 

Soil First: Building Better Gardens from the Ground Up in Lexington County 

 If there’s one principle we emphasize again and again in the Lexington County Master Gardener  

program, it’s this: start with the soil. 

When plants struggle, we’re often tempted to blame insects, disease, fertilizer, or the plant itself. But 

more often than not, the real story is happening underground. In the Midlands, our beautiful red clay soils 

are both a blessing and a challenge. They hold nutrients well, but they also compact easily, drain slowly, 

and can restrict root growth. 

The good news? Soil can be improved. And early spring is the perfect time to begin. 

Step One: Take the Guesswork Out with a Soil Test 

Before adding lime, fertilizer, compost, or anything else, start with a soil test. Clemson  

Extension recommends testing garden and landscape soils every 2–3 years. 

A soil analysis through Clemson University’s Agricultural Service Laboratory provides: 

• Soil pH 

• Phosphorus and potassium levels 

• Lime recommendations 

• Specific fertilizer guidance 

Too often we see homeowners applying lime “just because” or fertilizing heavily in early spring.  

Without a soil test, that’s simply guessing. Excess nutrients don’t make plants healthier—they can  

increase disease pressure, create weak growth, and contribute to runoff into our waterways. 

A soil test gives you a science-based plan tailored to your yard. 

Understanding Midlands Soil: It’s All About Clay 

Lexington County soils are typically high in clay content. Clay particles are extremely small and pack tightly 

together. This means:  

• Slower drainage 

• Less oxygen available to roots 

• Greater potential for compaction 

• Excellent nutrient-holding capacity 

(Continued on next page) 
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Soil First (cont’d) 

By April Aaron 

That last point is important—our soils can be quite fertile. The issue is often structure, not fertility. 

Compacted clay limits root expansion. When roots can’t grow deeply, plants become more susceptible to 

drought stress, even if we’ve had regular rainfall. 

 Organic Matter: The Real Game-Changer 

If there is one amendment that consistently improves our soils, it’s organic matter. 

Adding compost, shredded leaves, pine fines, or well-aged manure improves: 

• Soil structure 

• Drainage 

• Air movement 

• Microbial activity 

• Root development 

In vegetable gardens, incorporate 2–3 inches of compost into the top 6–8 inches of soil before planting. 

For ornamental beds, top-dress annually and allow rainfall and soil organisms to gradually integrate it. 

Over time, organic matter transforms dense clay into a more workable, friable soil. It doesn’t happen 

overnight—but consistency pays off. 

One important note: avoid adding sand to clay soils. In small amounts, sand and clay can create a  

concrete-like mixture. Organic matter is the safer, more effective solution. 

 pH Matters More Than You Think 

Many Midlands soils trend acidic. While that works well for azaleas and blueberries, most vegetables, 

turfgrasses, and many ornamentals perform best in a slightly acidic range of 6.0–6.5. 

If your soil test recommends lime, apply it at the recommended rate—no more, no less. Lime takes  

several months to adjust soil pH, so early spring applications are well-timed. 

Remember, more is not better. Over-liming can create nutrient imbalances that are just as problematic 

as low pH. 

Fertilizer: Less Can Be More 

A common March mistake is applying fertilizer too early or too heavily. Warm-season turfgrasses like 

Bermuda, Zoysia, Centipede, and St. Augustine are just beginning to wake up. Fertilizing before active 

growth can encourage tender shoots vulnerable to late cold snaps. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Soil First (cont’d) 

By April Aaron 

 

For lawns and landscapes alike, follow Clemson’s research-based recommendations based on soil test  

results. Apply only what is needed. 

Healthy soil with good structure and proper pH allows plants to access nutrients more efficiently. That 

often means you need less fertilizer than you think. 

Don’t Forget Mulch 

Mulch plays a critical role in soil health: 

• Moderates soil temperature 

• Conserves moisture 

• Reduces weed competition 

• Gradually adds organic matter 

 Apply 2–3 inches in landscape beds, keeping mulch pulled back from trunks and stems. Think “donut,” not 

“volcano.” 

Feed the Soil, Build Resilience 

When we focus only on the plant, we chase problems. When we focus on the soil, we prevent them. 

Healthy soil encourages deep root systems. Deep roots improve drought tolerance. Strong plants are less 

attractive to pests and better able to withstand environmental stress. Over time, soil-first gardening  

creates a more resilient landscape—one that requires fewer inputs and less intervention. 

This March, before planting that new hydrangea, refreshing your vegetable garden, or fertilizing the lawn, 

pause and ask: 

Have I cared for my soil first? 

Because in Lexington County, great gardens don’t start at the garden center. 

They start from the ground up.   
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The American Sycamore tree (Platanus occidentalis) 

By Ivy Rice 

 

I often say I live in a forest.  Maybe more accurate is to say I live in the 

middle of a forest. When we moved here to Lake Murray the only thing in 

the yard was a lot of pine trees.  Many of them were already dead from 

the most recent pine needle infestation.  The pines we had were short 

needled and frankly, I felt them quite inferior to the long leaf pines we had 

in the Forest Acres part of Columbia where we lived for several years after 

moving to SC.  

One of the first trees my husband bought and planted was a sycamore.  

We could not have had a more ideal spot.  It is located right at the edge of 

our lake lot. Much of the runoff from our street and yard goes right to it, 

besides what its roots are getting from the lake. Rows of sycamores have 

long been an indicator of rivers for explorers  

It is not the right tree for the average city lot, but if you have 

the room and the water source it has a lot of value. 40 species of 

Lepidoptera feed on the leaves and are in turn are food for birds. Small mammals and birds 

eat the protein rich seed balls that remain on the tree over winter.  

Drawbacks for using in your yard would be the profuse leaf litter in the fall and the large 

outreaching roots that rise to the surface. Use the HGIC search engine to find more about 

growing it.  However, I would like to share some unusual things about these trees.  

Like so many native plants, indigenous tribes used the sycamore for medical purposes.  

Sycamore were planted for use in furniture, trim, boxes pulpwood and fuel. 

They can be planted in rehabilitation sites because of its fast growth rate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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The American Sycamore tree (Platanus occidentalis) 

By Ivy Rice (continued) 

 

A sycamore at the University of Florida is recognized as a 

“Moon Tree.” As a seed, the tree was taken to the moon by 

Stuart Roosa, an astronaut aboard the Apollo 14 in 1971, along 

with a total of 2,000 other seeds. This sycamore was planted in 

1977.  In 2024, this American sycamore measured 84 feet tall 

and had a diameter of 30 inches. 

A recent article written by Sue Watts of the SC Botanical  

Garden reports “There are even historical accounts of people 

sheltering inside sycamores or living in them for extended  

periods  

From 1764 to 1767, two brothers reportedly lived inside a 

large sycamore after deserting the British army during the 

French and Indian War. Botanist Donald Peattie wrote in his 

1950 book ! bŀǘǳǊŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ¢ǊŜŜǎ that “…pioneers often 

stabled a horse, cow, or pig in a hollow sycamore, and  

sometimes a whole family took shelter in such a hospitable 

giant, until the log cabin could be raised.”  

She also reports that today’s national champion sycamore, 

growing in Ashland, Ohio, boasts a trunk circumference of 36 

feet, stands 124 feet tall, and has a crown spread of 88 feet. 

 

Sycamores are also long-lived trees; the oldest recorded specimen, the Bonsall Buttonwood, is  

estimated to be more than 400 years old  

I hope you have the pleasure of viewing beautiful sycamore trees with their peeling bark and tall  

canopies.  
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Planting Trees Correctly 

By Vicki Merritt 

This document provides guidelines for the correct planting of trees and shrubs, emphasizing techniques 
for successful establishment and growth. (Extracted from Factsheet HGIC 1001) 

 
 
When to Plant 
• Container-grown and balled and burlapped (B&B) plants can be planted  
year-round, with fall being ideal for container plants to promote root growth during 
dormancy.  
• B&B plants are typically planted in cooler months after leaf drop, while some 

species can be dug in summer.  
• Proper timing reduces reliance on irrigation in subsequent summers.  
 
Soil Preparation 
• Ensure good drainage by creating raised beds in poorly-drained areas and avoiding dips that retain 

water.  
• Remove construction debris and address soil compaction through deep tilling and organic matter 

incorporation.  
• Conduct soil tests to determine nutrient needs and pH adjustments, aiming for a pH of 5.8 to 6.5 for 

optimal nutrient availability.  
 
Organic Amendments 
• Incorporate organic matter (10-20% of soil volume) throughout the rooting zone to improve soil 

quality.  
• Avoid excessive amendments in planting holes to prevent root confinement and moisture  

imbalance.  
• Use well-composted materials to avoid nitrogen depletion and pH issues. 
 
How Deep to Plant  
• In well-drained soil, the planting hole should match the root ball height, while in compacted soil, 

plant 2-4 inches higher than the surrounding soil.  
• Ensure the root ball is level with the soil surface and avoid covering it with additional soil.  
 
Preparing & Setting the Root Ball  
• Remove circling roots from container plants and slice pot-bound roots to encourage growth into 

surrounding soil.  
• For B&B plants, remove synthetic burlap and wire baskets to prevent girdling, while natural burlap 

can remain on the sides. 
 
 

(Continued on next page) 

https://hgic.clemson.edu/factsheet/planting-trees-correctly/
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Planting Trees Correctly (Cont’d) 

By Vicki Merritt 

 
Filling the Planting Hole  
• Backfill with original soil mixed with compost, ensuring no clods remain to avoid air pockets.  
• Create a water ring around the root ball to retain moisture.  
 
Pruning at Planting 
• Minimal pruning is needed; only remove dead or diseased branches. 

• Correct poor structure at planting to prevent future complications.  
 
Mulching and Watering  
• Apply 2-4 inches of organic mulch, keeping it away from the trunk to prevent rot.  
• Water the root ball directly and maintain consistent moisture, avoiding over- or under-watering.  
 
Maintenance 
• For fertilization guidance, refer to additional resources. 
• Contact HGIC for further assistance or information.  

 

Original Author(s) 
Robert F. Polomski, PhD, Associate Extension SpecialistðEnvironmental Horticulture & Arboriculture | Adjunct Instructor, Clemson  
University 
Debbie Shaughnessy, Former HGIC Information Specialist, Clemson University 

 
Revisions by: 

Joey Williamson, PhD, HGIC Horticulture Extension Agent, Clemson University 
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Spring 2026 Plant & Flower Festivals 
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SCNPS Midlands—Spring Native Plant Sale 
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Quote from Tommie Moody 
 

 

 

"A garden is where the soul feels at home."  
By Julia Burnette 

 

 

 

 

Image borrowed from X 
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Resource Corner 

This page will list various resources for LCMGV.  

Please send your favorite resources to: GreenSheet@LCMGV.org. 

 

 

 

https://hgic.clemson.edu/   for HGIC info, where all 

the good info is, but you can also sign up for their  

newsletter  (pic attached).    

 

 

https://gardening.ces.ncsu.edu/publications/ for 

fact sheets and gardening information from NC 

State Extension 

 

https://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/

georgia-master-gardener-extension-volunteer-

program/home-gardening-publications.html 

For fact sheets from Georgia Extension 

 

 

https://ifas.catalog.instructure.com/ 

For fact sheets from Florida Extension 

 

https://agriculture.sc.gov/ 

SC Department of Agriculture 

 

  

https://hgic.clemson.edu/
https://gardening.ces.ncsu.edu/publications/
https://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/georgia-master-gardener-extension-volunteer-program/home-gardening-publications.html
https://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/georgia-master-gardener-extension-volunteer-program/home-gardening-publications.html
https://extension.uga.edu/programs-services/georgia-master-gardener-extension-volunteer-program/home-gardening-publications.html
https://ifas.catalog.instructure.com/
https://agriculture.sc.gov/
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In Closing 

 

  

Just a reminder to log your hours as ‘Educational  

Service—Mass Media’. It is an easy way to get  

Educational Service Hours. 

 

Thank you to the following contributors for  

articles and photos.  

Richenda Batson, Shawn Grover, Helen Zimbro, April  

Aaron, Ivy Rice, Vicki Merritt  

 

Next month’s issue will be published on April 1, 2026 

and the theme is “April Showers Bring May Flowers”. 

Send in your articles and/or pictures. 

 

Please submit your photos and articles by  

March 20th to greensheet@lcmgv.org .  

March 2026   Volume 26 Issue 3 


