
                                                                                          

                                                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR 

APRIL 15– 10 am at the Meeting 
House.  Rich Crider of Three Shov-
els Farm in Mathews, SC presenting 
“Not Your Grandma’s Iris...But 
She’d Approve. Beardless Iris for the 
South.”  Please read more on  
pg. 3 
MAY 20– 10 am at the Meeting 
House. We welcome back Dr. John 
Nelson, Director Emeritus of the A. 
C. Moore Herbarium at USC. Topic 
TBA 

Refreshments  

for April 

 

 

 

 

Virginia Aull 

Pat Petty  

Sybil Lee 

Vicki Hetman 

Fran Cecil 

Sandi Strickland 

John Weathers 

Beth Theiss 

Carol Ingram 

Sheryn LaVanish 

Linda Parker 

                The Sandhill News                  

         A publication of the Sumter Master Gardeners                        Ruth Ann Bigger, Editor          

                                                                                                                                        April 2026  

   Sumter Masters Gardeners  Association 
   General Membership Meeting 

Wednesday March 18 at the Meeting House 
 

President Pat Sakole opened the meeting at 10:08 by welcoming the 38 members in attendance.  He 
asked that Program chairperson Andy McFadden introduce the speaker. 

Dr. Carol Boggs is a professor at South Carolina School of Biological Science and is the Director of 
the School of the Earth, Ocean and Environment at USC. (please see more on pg. 3) 
Dr. Bogg’s program was relative to “Butterfly Behavior, Nectar, Mud and Mating”.  Her study took 
place over two months in the mountains of Colorado studying the well known Gulf Fritillary.  The 
study was trying to determine if lab based measures of food availability was similar to wild popula-
tions.  In the wild these butterflies feed mainly on violets at 9,500 feet..  For a two month period, the 
scientists went about collecting butterflies, measuring wingspans, marking and releasing them, 
counting eggs etc.  Dr. Boggs demonstrated that butterflies eat more than flower nectar and often 
times swarm in groups to water soaked mud near puddles to take in salt, minerals and other nutri-
ents.  The sodium is necessary for successful courtship and egg laying.  It was also observed that 
there was a visual attractiveness to dark areas of butterfly wings when in the vicinity of other dark 
objects.  This may make the butterflies more attractive to perspective mates.   More information was 
given than these poor hands and ears could record.  You all missed a great program if you were not 
there!  Following the presentation Dr. Boggs was given a basket of baked bread and other goodies. 

Tom Moore stated the Iris Festival Committee had been meeting and the event is less than two 
months away.  At the next meeting, Vicki will give a review of the sales process.  May 1 is the 
deadline to get QR codes for your plants. Please get your list submitted for what you are bringing 
this year.  There are lots of opportunities to get hours in all four days plus the day of the dig.  A sign 
up was  passed around. 

First VP Jan Hilton announced Art in the Park will be held March 28 and a sign up was passed for 
members to get teaching hours of credit.  On the 21st there will be a Walk for Water.  We have a 
booth at the Heath Pavilion where the walk begins and ends.  This is the first time for this event..  
Also, a few have come into the office for those easy office hours.  This is very helpful for staff and 
to get your annual hours documented. 

Second VP Andy McFaddin stated they will be trying a new program called Sign up Genius to see if 
it will work for communication with our members.  Also, the April 4 Bus trip to Mepkin Abbey and 
Boone Hall has 18 members signed up and checks are due now.  Other clubs have been invited. 
Andy also encouraged members to talk to their medical providers about vaccines and get any vac-
cines that the Center for Disease Control says will improve their risks of avoiding serious diseases 
such as influenza, pneumonia, RSV, shingles, Hepatitis, Tuberculosis, MMR, etc. (see pg. 4) 

Agent Brad Secraw stated 13 new people started class the first week of March.  On March 3 the 
topic was soils, March 10—Botany, and March 17-vegetable gardening.  The garden chairs would 
all like to come to a class and talk briefly about their areas.    They will contact Brad to set up a 
date.. 

Paul gave the treasurer’s report.  President Sakole announced the Iris Festival Committee would like 
to purchase two (2) advertisement flags and 1 table for use at the festival with the expense not to 
exceed $600.00.  A voice vote was taken and approved by those present. 

Garden Reports  - All Chairmen reported that plants will be ready from the greenhouse and work 
days will soon be needed.  The native azaleas are in bloom and bulbs are coming up.  Carmen has a 
new assistant chair for the Butterfly Garden, Virginia Aull. 

Door prizes were awarded, and the meeting adjourned for lunch about 11:50 AM. 

Vicki Hetman, Recording Secretary 

BUS TRIP 
As of 3 days before the trip there were 23 
signed up to go to Mepkin Abbey and  
Boone Hall. We look forward to hearing details 
at the next meeting. Hope they had a great time !

 

Note: Carol Ingram, half of our 

dynamic duo in the kitchen, 

just had foot surgery and is not 

up to speed yet. Linda Parker 

could use some help with the 

refreshments, and even when 

Carol returns, it would be nice 

for them to have some clean up 

help on a regular basis. They 

do a tremendous job, but it is a 

lot of work. 

Pitch in if you can! Check with 

Linda. 

Need a MG shirt to wear in our various activities? Jan Hilton 

with have order forms and info at the meeting. Check with her: 

our design, your choice of color. 



It’s Springtime! 
That bursting-forth, suddenly-it’s-green time. 
Stores are full to overflowing 
With every variety of growing 
Plants, a veritable cornucopia 
To transform the dull into a utopia 
Of delight.  I’ve sunk vast sums into that verdant dream. 
In retrospect it would seem 
Nurseries derive their inspiration 
From fanatics like me and our plant fixation. 
If only the outcome would match my (and the nursery’s) imagination. 
 

This is the time of year when I go a little crazy.  Everything is coming alive and I feel the sap rising within me as well.  I 
don’t dare go into the nursery part of box stores – but of course I do.  And seeing the plants there, it’s imperative that I try one – or 
two.  OK.  More than two.  I’m always convinced that the twig I’m purchasing is going to develop into a duplicate of the picture sta-
pled to the plastic flower pot in which it resides or on the web site I’ve pulled up on my iPhone to identify it: lush, full of color, not a 
blemish in sight!  Of course, I refuse to acknowledge the facts:  the moles in my yard, the drought we will probably endure, or the 
barren, nutrient-deprived soil it will have to survive, not to mention the fact that the bed is already so full it will need to fight for any 
sunlight or water it can scrounge. 

Behind our house is a steep wooded area I’m trying to develop.  It’s full of cherry laurel, privet and nandina, not to mention 
some sizable smilax vines.  I’m trying my best to clear it and put in native plants.  There are also copperheads. I’ve seen 3, but none 
on the hill – only in the front yard. Probably because there are more places to hide on the hill.  And fox.  I’ve seen nice sized holes in 
the hill, probably dens for 4-legged critters.  I’ve only seen a fox in my back yard!  Nevertheless, I know they are hanging around 
some place nearby – and we are within the city limits!   So, what should I put on the hill? 

Do you have visions of what you would like your yard or a certain space in your yard to look like?  I do.  Not always specific 
as in a particular plant, bush or tree; but the general look.  Eden comes to mind.  There’s color.  And fragrance. And everything is 
lush.  I sometimes get the lush part, but not exactly what I had in mind.  Nature hates a vacuum.  As I clear, Nature provides: more 
privet, more cherry laurel, more nandina, more smilax.   

I tried native azaleas.  They didn’t bloom.  I read and discovered they need more sunlight than the canopy of deciduous trees 
on the hill will allow.  I planted kerria.  Again, no blooms.  I put Carolina jessamine to grow up the tree trunks.  I try to train the vine 
to grow into the furrows on the trunk, but they don’t stay there.  Instead, they pool around the trunk on the ground.  And again, it re-
fuses to bloom.  I want to fill the woods with spring blooming bulbs.  I planted 60 Virginia bluebell bulbs.  Not a one came up.   

Nevertheless, I did have some success:  they don’t bloom, but the native azaleas have grown to shoulder height.  A plant I 
thought was a Virginia bluebell turned out to be blue phlox – and it blooms!  The beauty bush loves its spot and rewards me with ber-
ries in the fall.  A Christmas amaryllis I didn’t know what to do with once it had quit blooming, I planted at the bottom of the hill.  
That amaryllis has rewarded me every year with large red trumpet-like blossoms.  It’s not a native plant, but I’m not complaining.  
The oak leaf hydrangeas that are native were already on the hill when we moved here and bloom all summer.   

You win some, you lose some; but until you try, you’ll never know which plant will work – at least I don’t.  My advice:  nev-
er stop dreaming.  I hope all of yours come true!  But if not, someone out there is hard at work developing a new plant that will work; 
and this new plant is brought out this time of year to spring it on the public!  And now you know why it’s called “spring time”.   

Enjoy!!                                                                                                                                       Betsy A 

Don’t Yank It Out Yet! 

Jenks Farmer, plantsman and author, puts out a regular newsletter that had some good advice in his March 26 issue about evalu-

ating your plants that appear to have expired. WAIT! Too many plants have been relegated to the compost pile for the sin of not 

leafing out as early as you might like. In fact, he urges waiting until May to make that final decision. He also gives an excellent analo-

gy we need to remember: we live above the ground, our plants live below. While it may be a warm balmy day with lots of sunshine, 

if you are near a pond or lake and stick in your hand, you'll find that water temperature has not yet reached the air temperature. He 

reminds us that “Water stays cold much longer than the air. Soil has a lot of water in it, which warms shower than air.“ 

Makes sense that some plants just aren’t quite ready to stick their heads up yet, unlike some other plants like Gerbera daisies and 

calibrachoa that seem to come out of their winter nests in full bloom. If  you bought caladium bulbs, feel free to start them in pots 

indoors, but realize they won’t be happy until the soil reaches 60 degrees. As for your perennials that seem a little sluggish, give 

them the benefit of the doubt—plus a few extra weeks. Maybe you’ll be surpised! 



 

 

 

 

 

Meet our April speaker... 
Rich Crider is President of the 
American Hemerocallis Society and 
owner of Three Shovels Farm in St. 
Matthews, SC.  A dedicated plant 
enthusiast since childhood, he is 
actively involved in both the daylily 
and iris communities, with a focus 
on bringing people together and 

sharing a love of gardening. He is especially interested in 
making it easier for new gardeners to get involved and 
in helping plant societies grow and thrive. 
During his visit to our Association,  Rich will be speaking 
on beardless irises, highlighting some unique and lesser-
known groups well worth exploring.  

  
March’s well-received speaker, Dr. Carol Boggs, has an 
impressive background that was not included in earlier 
notices, and certainly bears listing. Read and be  amazed 
at all her work history  
She is the Principle Investigator at the Rocky Mountain 
Biological Laboratory and Director emerita, Program in 
Human Biology at Stanford University.   She received her 
BA in Zoology and her Ph.D. at the University of Texas in 
Austin.  Dr. Boggs was named one of he top women pro-
fessors in California by Online Schools California 2013.  
She received the Distinguished research Service Award 
(University of South Carolina Vice Provost for research 
award 2023) and Distinguished Undergraduate research 
Mentor Award (U of South Carolina Vice Provost for Re-
search award) 2022.  She has written.  127 research papers 
and one book, titled  “Butterflies:  Ecology and Evolution 
Taking Flight”, University of Chicago Press 736 pp  2003. 

 

Goings-on at  Swan Lake 

Brock McDaniel, arborist and horticulturist for 
the City of Sumter, along with being project 
manager for the Sister Wimberly Playground, 
came to a recent Friends of Swan Lake board 
meeting and shared some activities that you 
might find interesting.  

First, the new light-colored roping for the Senso-
ry Garden has been ordered and will be installed shortly. 

The Iris Market, now a gift shop, will be open M-F from 10-2. It 
was closed at the time of our meeting so have no report on the con-
tents.  

A black necked swan and a tundra swan should be coming soon to 
allow us to say all eight species of swans are in residence on the 
Lake. 

The renovation of the North side of the gardens currently under 
construction, will be  pedestrian-only entrance. SCDOT did not like 
having two entrances and exits directly across the street from each 
other. This safety issue will be resolved with the new entrance that 
will incorporate some of the native  rock that was used in the old 
entrance, and a replica of the old plaque has been ordered. The 
pathway from the new parking area to the McDuffie overpass will 
have a slope that is ADA compliant, and enable those with mobility 
issues to safely access the elevator to the Heath Gardens. 

Our April speaker, Rich Crider (see above left) of Three Shovels 
Nursery, president  of the American Daylily Society, and also an 
iris grower, has been working with a fellow iris grower (from Flor-
ence if my notes are correct) and have located a number of the Jap-
anese iris that were grown at Swan Lake when they were first intro-
duced here. Those growers have graciously offered these iris to 
Swan Lake; they will be planted around the Recovery Wing sculp-
ture area in August.  Come to the meeting to get more details on 
this exciting new project. 

RECIPE CORNER: These yummy lemon cookies brought in by Ka-
ren Temple elicited a number of requests for the recipe. Bake some 
for spring nibbling. Share with your friends! 

Lemon Crinkle Cookies    Yield: 40 cookies  Oven: 350 

2 1/2 C. all purpose flour 
1 t. cornstarch 
1 t. baking soda 
1/2 t. salt 
3/4 c. unsalted butter, room temp 
1 c. + 2  T. sugar 
1 large egg, room temp  
1/4 c. fresh lemon juice 
1 T. lemon zest ( packed) 
1 t. vanilla 
For rolling: 3 T. sugar (optional) 
1 c. confectioners sugar 
Whisk top four dry ingredients, set aside. 
Using mixer, large bowl, beat butter and sugar until creamed, about 3 
minutes. Add through vanilla, beat on high about 1 min. Add flour, beat on 
low until combined. Dough is thick, creamy, sticky. Cover tightly , chill at 
least 3 hours, up to 3 days.  
Line baking sheets with parchment paper. Scoop 1 T of dough into a ball, 
roll very generously in confectioners’ sugar; repeat till dough used up. May 
roll 2-3 x if you want sugar to show on cookies. Note: may roll in the 2 T. of 
sugar first if 10X sugar seems to be melting into cookies. Place 3” apart on 
pans, bake 12-13 min or until edges appear set and centers still look soft.  
Cool 5 min on pan, then on rack. Cookies stay fresh up to a week covered at 
room temp. 
NOTE: dough can chill for up to three days; baked cookies freeze well up to  
3 moths. Thaw 30 min before baking. 
Other citrus can be substituted; Karen used her Meyer lemons. 

Turns out you can teach an old  bird new tricks...this hand-
some Baltimore oriole had no problem chowing down on 
blueberry jam when it was substituted for the grape jelly 
all the bird experts tell you to put out with the oranges and 
nectar. The nectar  ratio is 6:1  water: sugar, unlike the 4:1 
ratio for hummingbirds. If only there was a way to keep 
the squirrels from chewing up the feeder... 



Worker 

Bees 
A lot of our bees were 
swarming all around town 
recently while the specialty 
gardeners are warming up. Check participants and photos at 
left. 
 
New term to add to your gardening vocabulary: hügelkultur.  
Sybil Lee and her crew are constructing one at the Communi-
ty Garden at the back fence.  They are using the sweet potato 
vines that were put into the compost bins that take about two 
years to compost.  They will be the first layer, then they are 
getting horse manure from a local farm, followed by a layer 
of  cotton trash that again is from a local mill. The final layer 
will be the composted soil at the bottom of the bins.  This 
combination will provide a barrier from the parks soil enter-
ing our garden. They will grow birdhouse gourds along the 
fence, demonstrating how to grow things and use what is 
available, along with  solving a problem. Are they smart or 
what? 
Speaking of smart, Bill and Sandi Strickland have installed 
sprinkler systems in the 4 MG iris beds at the Community 
Garden. And Sybil reports all 3-dozen plus beds are taken for 

Soup Kitchen request for April  

Mixed vegetables and field peas 

 

This is a voluntary but much appreciat-

ed gesture we can make to benefit those 

less fortunate Sumterites. Bring food to check-in table at 

the door, and it will be taken to the Emmanuel Method-

ist Church. Monetary donations are also welcome if you 

can’t remember to buy extra cans of food. 

Since audiovisual problems precluded Andy (Dr. McFaddin) from sharing the schedule 

for adult vaccinations at our March meeting, he has shared it for  your information. 

Check with your family physician/health care provider to see if you need to follow 

through with any of these vaccines or boosters.  We want you healthy and ready to be 

a volunteer! 

 

CDC ADULT VACCINATION RECOMMENDATIONS 

INFLUENZA VACCINE: ANNUALLY; if > 65, High Dose Influen-

za Vaccine 

Trivalent: Two type influenza A’s: A(H1N1) virus & A(H3N2) virus.   

One type influenza B: B/Victoria lineage virus 

PNEUMONIA VACCINE:  ALL ADULTS 50 YRS AND OLDER       

Age was lowered in 2024 from 65 to 50 

RSV/RESPIRATORY SYNCYTIAL VIRUS VACCINE: 75 and old-

er (one dose) or 60 – 74 for patients with high risk conditions 

(lung and heart disease; immunocompromised; nursing home) 

SHINGLES VACCINE: 50 and Older – 2 shots 6 months apart  

COVID VACCINE: The CDC recommends that all adults ages 18 

and older receive the updated 2025-2026 COVID-19 vac-

cine to protect against severe illness, hospitalization, and 

death. This updated shot is recommended for everyone, regardless 

of prior vaccination status or previous infection, especially for those 

aged 65 and older or at high risk. 

 

Sumter Walk for Water 2026 
This inaugural event was a 5K walk to raise funds and awareness for 
millions of women and children who must walk more than 3 miles to 
procure and carry water, much of which is unsafe to drink. Partici-
pants walked 1 1/2 miles, then filled their bucket with 2 1/2 gallons of 
water, weighing 20 pounds, which they carried on their return 1 1/2 
mile trip. Jan Hilton, Linda Parker, Jeannie Sabbagha-Wilson and 
MG student, Rodney Wilson met 15 visitors at our Master Gardeners 
booth, which emphasized water conservation for the home gardener.  
 
 Art in the Park 

The following participated 
in the Art in the Park, pre-
sented by the  Palmetto  
Optimist Club. Over 100 
visitors stopped by our full-
uf-information booth, and 6 
signed up for the fall MG 
classes.  
Spreading cheer and infor-
mation were: Fran Cecil, 
Mary Jean Dowling, Vicki 
Hetman, Jan Hilton, Vivian 
Johnson, Carmen Jones, 
Sheryn LaVanish  Sybil 
Lee, Tom Moore, Linda 
Parker, Pat Petty, Bill 
Strickland and Sandi Strick-
land   Left: Carmen Jones 

shows a visitor some of her plants that w ere for sale. Below: our eye-
catching display of  MG information brought by Education Chairman 
Jan Hilton. 

Master Gardeners showing up around town... 



                                      Italian Gardening 
So interesting to see the same bloomers in a faraway land as we are exclaiming over here in Sumter.  

Hadn’t thought they would have patches of acidic soil, as I had assumed with all the rocky terrain they 

would have mostly the alkaline variety. Never assume! 

 
 I'm sending you some photos of a camellia park that will be inaugurated tomorrow not far from where I live.  
About fifty years ago, a gentleman, then a young man, began planting camellias near his home, in a hilly area owned by the family. 
Now most of them are large trees, but he continues and there are many varieties. 
This person is a retired teacher and for many years he has created an association that takes care of disabled children who are now 
adults. 
The Camellia Park also offers a chance to keep children busy with engaging activities, and tomorrow they will be inaugurating the 
trail to discover the walk among the colorful bushes. 
The unique feature is the acidic soil, which allows the plants to grow easily. The east-southeast orientation also ensures they are not 
exposed to the sun's harsh rays in summer. 
I've already taken a preview tour, but tomorrow I'll be accompanying some friends who are curious to discover the camellias. 
 
See you next time, take care 
Anna  

Along with the beautiful 

blooms, the local terrain can 

also be seen. Looks a little more 

challenging than the flat land 

plantings at Swan Lake on the 

Camellia Island. Certainly no 

mountains in the background 

Maybe reconsider raising Monarchs at home… 

 The spring issue of National Wildlife, a publication of the National Wildlife Foundation, had an arti-
cle titled “Are We Loving Monarchs to Death?” that pointed out some rather alarming facts about 
monarchs that are taken as caterpillars and raised inside by well-meaning members of what was de-
scribed as “one of the most devoted human fan clubs of any animal species.” 

Turns out there are some serious downsides to this activity. The decline in monarch population has 
been well documented and publicized.  Reports from an evolutionary biologist from the University of 
Chicago says “indoor rearing of monarch caterpillars...may be sabotaging the migration.” Things that 
tell them when to migrate—lower temps, shorter daylight hours result in captive-raised and also com-
mercially raised butterflies  that find it harder to orient south in the fall. They also seem to be less hardy, have smaller and paler wings, 
and get described as “non-directional.”  They have found disruption of the “natural flow that sustains populations and promotes their 
adaptability,” according to Rebeca  Quinoniz-Pinon, senior scientist for NWF. A deadly single-celled parasite (OE—Ophryocystis el-
ektroscirrha can also be spread via indoor raising that can kill them as larvae or  pupae, or make their wings flimsier and more brittle. 

NWF recommends habitat restoration via cultivating native nectar plants, especially golden rod and aster, blooming during the fall mi-
gration, along with milkweed plants. Caution here: NOT the tropical milkweed often found in stores or online. It doesn’t  die back in fall 
as early as the native milkweeds, and  keeps the monarchs around longer since they have a food source; it is also a reservoir of the OE 
spores. 

The key to monarch survival is  cutting back on pesticides, habitat protection, and doing something about climate change—even though 
you get more of a warm and fuzzy feeling by raising monarchs in your home. As always, do the right thing. 



It’s been a while since we were able to introduce new members to 
our Association. Hopefully a head shot and some background infor-
mation will enable you to get to know them more quickly and help 
them to feel a part of this great group. Our latest new members got 
their MG training in Hartsville, which shows their determination to 
become MG’s—that’s a lot longer drive than having to come to our 
Extension Office! Please read what they reported and welcome 
them: 

 
Virginia Aull was born in Orange County, 
California. She studied horticulture at Or-
ange Coast College, She has 3 sisters and her 
hobbies are crocheting, drawing and reading 
books. She wants to help her favorite park, 
Swan Lake, grow and be beautiful. In this 
regard she has volunteered to work with Car-
men at the Butterfly Garden, eventually be-
coming the chairman. She also want to learn 
all there is to know about horticulture, some-
thing we can all aspire to even if it isn’t pos-
sible! 

Coming next month,  Denise Neuwirth, last of the Hartsville 5. 

NEW FOLKS IN OUR MIDST 

Clarendon  County Master  
Gardeners’ Annual Tomato Sale 

April 18 from 9am-2pm 
Land, Parker & Welch courtyard, cor-
ner of South Mill and  West Keitt 
Streets 
Among others, options will include Sun 
Gold, Verona, Brandywine, Big Beef, 
Cherokee Purple, and Juliet Roma. 

 Beth Theiss has been active  with our 
group even though she barely got an intro-
duction before we put her to work! This 
seemed like a natural venue in which to 
tell you a little about her. She will be hav-
ing a very active part in our plant sale—
look for her there. 

I am from Illinois, born in Streator, and 
went to college at SIU where  Major was 
Plant and Soil Science with Specialization  

in Landscape Design. My first job was a manager for Frank's 
Nursery and Crafts, I also have worked at the Department of 
Defense as a buyer. After having our two boys Nick and Chris 
I went back for my Masters in Education and taught Biology 
for 20 years. My husband John and I moved here 6 years ago. 
We will be married 40 years this June.  

I have always loved planting. which is a gift from my father. 
We planted the garden together since I was very small. My 
interests now are flower gardening, organic vegetables, fruit 
trees, small fruiting plants, citrus and exotic fruits, some of 
which I have in my small greenhouse. As you can see it was a 
natural step to add Master Gardener and Master Rain Gardener 
to my resume. I am active with Tom Moore with the Iris Festi-

Lynn Yenkey of the SC  

Native Plant Society 

says to look for their 

booth at the Iris Festival 

on Friday only in case 

you didn’t get to the sale 

in Columbia recently. 

 

            Owls 

I have always been fascinated by owls.  Their mysterious looks and the fact that they are, for the most part 
nocturnal and not readily seen, only add to their mysterious allure.  From the smaller saw-whet and screech 
owls, to the beautiful snowy owls and on to one of the largest, the great horned owl, they are all amazing 
creatures.  

The barred owl is fairly common all up and down the east coast of America.  Here in Massachusetts, our 
property is surrounded by forests on all sides.  That is prime habitat for the barred owl.  When you walk 
out onto our back deck all you see is trees and plenty of them.  We hear the barred owls calling all year 
long.  This occurs mostly at night but also occasionally during the daylight hours.  Their distinctive call 
which sounds like “who, who, who, who cooks for you” will wake us many times during the night.  Barred 
owls have a round head with no ear tufts, large brown eyes with horizontal barring on its chest and vertical streaks on its belly.  They 
are larger than a crow but smaller than the great horned owl.  They feed on small mammals, like squirrels, mice, and voles and also 
birds, amphibians and reptiles.  They are pretty good guys to have around your property. 

A couple of years ago, we heard a barred owl calling in the afternoon.  It was a nice summer day.  I grabbed my cell phone and pulled 
up my owl call app.  I then put my blue tooth speaker on our eating table on our back deck.  I cranked up the volume and started play-
ing the barred owls call loudly out on our deck.  In less than a minute a barred owl started calling back.  I kept blasting the barred owl 
call on my Bluetooth speaker.  After a few more minutes we saw the barred owl swoop in and land in a tree about70 feet from our 
deck.  The owl would call and my speaker would call back.  We could just barely make him out.  A few more calls back and forth and 
the owl flew to a branch on a tree about 30 feet from the house where we could see it very clearly.  Evie and I were standing just in-
side our sliding screen door inside looking out to the deck.  The barred owl was much larger than I had anticipated. My blue tooth 
speaker sat alone on the table on my deck.  I played the call a few more times and the owl swooped down across the deck and I 
thought he might grab the speaker in its claws.  He swooped to the other side of the yard.  There was no way we were going out on the 
deck to bring in the speaker.  Seconds later the owl swooped back across the deck to his spot in the tree.  Evie and I turned to each 
other at the same time and said “now what”?   We turned off the owl calling app and waited a while until the owl seemed to have lost 
interest and flew away.  It was certainly an exciting few minutes and an extraordinary up close view of a barred owl.  Keep your ears 
open to owl calls that you might hear in your neighborhoods.  It was quite a sight. 

 Happy gardening!              Dan Baxter     

EARTH DAY — APRIL 27 


